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TO GAS COMPANIES. 
OGHEAD CANNEL COAL.— 
This is the most highly bituminous coal known, 
and, therefore, peculiarly adapted for mixing with 
inferior coals in the Manufacture of Gas, for which 
urpose it is exclusively used. One ton of it yields 
5,486 cubic feet of gas, according to Dr. Fyfe’s experi- 
ments, and in actual working the produce is at least 
13,500 feet of the specific gravity of ‘775; and aburner, 
eonsuming at the rate of 1 cubic foot per hour, gives 
a light equal to 84 spermaceti candles, each consuining 
120 grains of sperm per hour. The light yielded by 
one ton of this coal is equal to that from 1990 lbs. of 
sperm candles; whereas that from the s&me quantity 
of Newcastle Caking Coal is only equal to 4201bs.; and 
that from the best Wigan Cannel Coal is only 750 Ibs. 
of sperm candles. It can be shipped at any of the ports 

in the Frith of Forth or the Clyde. 

For terms and other particulars apply to 
. W. Kennarp and Co., 
Sole Agents, 

67, Upper Thames-street, London. 


ANTED, for the Stockport Borough 
Gas Works, a MANAGER, whose age shall 
He will be required to devote the 
whole of his time to the duties of his office, and enter 
thereon on the Ist of January. 
Sealed applications, with Testi . 
stating age and present occupation, to be addressed to 
the CHalrMan of the Gas Committee, Millgate Works, 
STOCKPORT, on or before Wednesday, the 26th of De- 
eember instant, endorsed ** Application for Gas Mana- 





jal }, a 





\ger.”” Salary, £250 per annum. 


Joun VauGcuan, Town Clerk, 
Stockport, Dec. 4, 1855. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND OTHER JOINT- 
STOCK COMPANIES. 


SECRETARY to a Gas Company, 

who will be disengaged at Christmas, is desirous 
of meeting with a similar ENGAGEMENT, or with an 
appointment in a JOINT-STOCK BANK. He is con- 
sidered to have a proficient knowledge of all depart- 
ments of the BANKING BUSINESS; and Letters 
addressed to G.C., at Mr. Payne’s, Grocer, the Post 


ce, Bell Green, Lower Sydenham, Kent, will re- 
ceive immediate attention. 





TO METER INSPECTORS. 


ANTED IMMEDIATELY, by the 
SUNDERLAND CORPORATION GAS 
COMPANY, two active and intelligent METER IN- 
SPECTORS, well versed in the construction and re- 
pairing of Meters, and possessing a general knowledge 
of gas and fittings. They are required to be of good 
character, civil, and obliging. 

Further particulars may be known at the Company’s 
Office, and applications (in applicant’s handwriting) 
panied by testi ials as to character and effi- 
ciency, and stating amount of salary required, to be 

addressed to the SxcxeTary of the Company. 

Joun H. Cox, Secretary. 
61, Fawcett Street, Sunderland, Dec. 5, 1855. 


OTICE to Gas Contractors. 
BOROUGH OF LONDONDERRY.—NOTICE 
is hereby given, that the Town Council of the Borough 
of Londonderry are prepared to receive PROPOSA 
for LIGHTING the said Borough with GAS, for 21 
years, from the lat day of November, 1856. Present 
number of lamps, 250. Proposals sealed, and endorsed 
“ Tender for Town oe to be forwarded to the 
Towx CvEeRk, who will give any information required, 
on or before the 25th day of January next. 
«A order, James W. Greaa, Town Clerk. 
Dated this 13th day of November, 1855. 











TO GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS. 

TED, by a Young Man, 26 
ears of age, a Situation as MANAGER or 
INSPECTOR. He haz been constantly engaged on Gas 
Works and Operations for the last ten years; is 

tical Fitter, and can repair Meters if necessary. 
will shortly leave his present situation of Manager of a 
small Works, and can give satisfactory Testimonials. 

Apply to A. Z., 51, Liverpool Street, Lonpon. 


SIX-INCH GAS MAINS, 


T° be Disposed of, 540 Yards 6-inch 
Cast-iron GAS MAINS, in 9-feet lengths, with 
plain Sockets for lead or cement joints. Average weight 
90 lbs. per yard, They are quite new, never having 


been in use. Apply to the Secretary, Douglas Gas- 
Light Company, IsLB OF Max. 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE CLAY RETORTS. 


JOS, COWEN and CO., 


BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Were the only parties to whom a Prize MgDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Rerorts and oruHeR OBJECTS in Fire Ciay.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United 
Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their 
works as above. 

Also, owners of BLAYDON BuRN CoLtrery, from 
which “* Cowen’s CANNEL COAL,” extensively used in 
Metropolitan and other Gas Works, and “‘ Cowen’s 
GARESFIELD COAL,” are obtained. From the latter, 
* Cowgn’s GARESFIELD CoKE” is made, the superior 
quality of which is well known. 

Coal and Coke Office, Quay-side, NEWCASTLE-ON- 
Tyne. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON & CO. 


(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 
COTTAGE-LANE, CITY-ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg most respectfully to announce that, in addition 
to the continued manufacture of GAS METERS, 
they manufacture Meters for measuring Water, Spirits, 
&c. (commenced under Patent, in 1849, by the late Mr. 
William Parkinson). ; 
N.B. These Meters .are as simple and durable as 
the Gas Meter, and as correct as thatinstrument under 
the most careful manipulation. 








12,950 CUBIC FEET OF GAS, 
Specific Gravity *820, produced from a ton of BATH- 
VILLE CANNEL COAL, a Coal identical with that 
named Bathgate, Boghead and Torbane Mineral. 


JAMES LAWRIE and CO. 
COUSIN LANE, UPPER THAMES STREéT, 
SoLk AGENTS. 

Messrs. LawR1x and Co. are also Sole Agents for the 
exceilent KNIGHTS WOOD CANNEL, used by London 
Companies, and are Makers of RETORTS, Clay and 
Iron; SOCKET: PIPES; and all kinds of CASTINGS, 








JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Boilers; 
have been awarded the FIRST PRIZE in the Great 
Exhibition of Paris for these Articles. 

J. R. and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. 

The eminent Mr. Perkins confines himself altogether 
to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes in High- 
Pressure Patents. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 


MR. HENRY GORE, 
orvil AND CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER. 
OFFICE, 
25, YORK PLACE, LEEDS. 


MAIN AND SERVICE LAYER. 
WANTED, a good Workman.— 
Applications, stating Wages, to be addressed to 
TO GAS COMPANIES. 


Mr. Bowen, Gas Works, CaRDIFF. 
A GENTLEMAN, who has for many 

years had the MANAGEMENT of a Provincial 
Work, and successfully managed it so as to reduce the 
price of Gas, and free the Company from a heavy debt, 
is desirous of a RE-ENGAGEMENT. He is well ac- 
quainted with the Manufacture of Coal Gas on the 
most economical principles, and Keeping the Books for 

















STATION METER for Sale, Manu- 
FACTURED by S. CROSLEY; in perfect repair, 
and has passed 1200 cubic feet of per hour. The 
drum delivers 74 cubic feet at éach revolution. 
_Apply toMr I. G. Bag.ow, 3, PARLIAMENT STRERT, 
ndon, . . ’ -_ 


' 











aCompany. The Advertiser’s services would be bene- 
ficial to any Company whose works have been neglected 


Price ls., 
In America 30 Cents. 


CANNEL COAL. | 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL || 


was discovered by the Advertiser in 18.8. Cannel || 

Coal was then littleused in London: after surmounting | | 
much opposition, it has become the principal Cannel 
Coal used in the Metropolis, and has greatly assisted |! 
in improving the London’ gas. Its-joint products of | | 
gas of high illuminating power, and coke of good quality, i 
make it one of the most economical coals known. Itis || 
used by all the London Gas Companies, as well as by |} 
many Provincial and Foreign. ‘The Crystal Palace was || 
lighted from it in 1841, and the Post-office, Bank, and 1 
Times Office, are at present. } ' 

FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. i! 

FIRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. Manufactory 
established in 1804. 

RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE, 

Bone and Artificial Manures of all kinds. 

Address G. H. Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chare, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

April 27, 1854. 














2) 
was TED IMMEDIATELY, by the) 

PORTADOWN GAS-LIGHT COMPANY, | 
an able and intelligent MANAGER, whose duty will 
be to conduct the Works in all the departments, and | 
collect the Rental. 

The present ger’ ts for the past year 
have been a fixed Salary of £60; Premium on gas sold, 
£25. 8s.; a good House and Garden on the premises, 
with Fuel and Light. 

A person possessing the requisite qualifications, and 
furnishing satisfactory Testimouials, will be treated 
with. 

For further particulars. apply to’ the Secretary, Mr. 
Grorce KInkueaD, Belfast Bank, PorTapown. 

Portadown, Nov. 20, 1855. 


RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING, 
Hundred and Twenty-seventh Thousand. 


ADVANTAGES 


GAS IN PRIVATE HOUSES. 
BY J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 


4 New Edition, Revised in 1853. 


Price :—Per 1000 copies, £5; 500 ditto, £2. 15s.; any | 
smaller number, 12s. per 100. ‘ 











} 
Twenty-second Thousand. } 


GAS IN DWELLING-HOUSES:| 
ITS USES, CONVENIENCES, AND 
ECONOMY. 


Price :—1000 copies, £3. 3s. ; 500 ditto, £1. 15s.; any | 
smaller number, 7s. 6d. per 100, 
A single copy of either of the above-mentioned books || 
will be os. on application to the Author on iy, by 
tof the p | 








rey — 

These little books are written in a simple and familiar j 
style; showing the comfort, convenience, safety, and || 
economy of Gas. They are intended for gratuitous dis- || 
tribution by Gas Companies. They have already done 
good service, and the author is anxious still further to 
extend their usefulness. 

The present high prices of tallow and oil are favour- 
able to a more general adoption of gas in private houses. 
Let its advantages, as yielding a pure, cheap, and 
healthful light, be properly explained, and there will |! 
be no difficulty in getting over a few old-fashioned pre- || 
judices. Those persons who have experienced the |! 
benfits of gas-light never go back to candles or lamps. |! 


JOHN W. PARKER AND SON, 
West Stranp, Lonpon,. } 





RAtcLirr Gas-Light and Coke! 

COMPANY.—NOTICE is hereby given, that |! 

the TRANSFER BOOKS will be Closed on the 24th | 
instant, and Re-opened on the Ist y | of January next. 

Joun GILt, Secretary, || 

Ratcliff Gas Works, Dec. 6, 1855. | 

{ 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 
ANTED, a Situation as Gas 


by a thoroughly Practical Man. Can have a most un- 





He is in a position either to take Shares in any new 
Company, or to advance a reasonable amount for the 
alteration of old Works. The most unexceptionable 
Testimonials can be furnished.—Application to be ad- 
dressed to A. B., care of Mr. Sugg, 19, Marsham Street, 





W &STMINSTER. 


MANAGER, or MANAGER and SECRETARY, 
P Testimonial of seven years’ standing || 
from the situation he is now in, and can give security. || 
He understands the Laying of Mains, Services, and || 
Fittings, Retort Setting, Taking of Meters, and every 
branch connected therewith.—Address F, W. G., care 
of the Editor of this JouRNAL, 3, PARLIAMENT STREET, 
Westminster. _ 
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WRN AL OF A REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE. 



















































































LAN. SECTIONAL 
with Front removed and Valve-box broken. Valve-box broken away to ELEVATION. Front VIEw. 
show Valves. 


} ELEVATION, 


W. J. WARNER'S PATENT DRY GAS METER. | 








THOMAS EDGE 


begs to inform Gas Companies and Consumers that he has become the Proprietor of the above Patent; and that, having made arrangements for the Manufacture of the 
same on an extensive scale, he is prepared to supply all sizes in any quantities. | 
The advantages of this Meter have been recognised by the highest authorities, and those who have tested and used them, 
The most obvious improvements are— } 
1. The movements of the Valve Cover at its base, so that no deposition on the face of the Valve can cause the Cover to tilt, and thus allow the Gas to pass | 
without registering. . ! 
2: The protection of the whole of the Machinery in the upper chamber from the action of the Gas, which has never before been accomplished. 
3. Greater simplicity, and a less amount of flexible material in the Diaphragms than in any other make. 


, These Meters, and also the Patent Lever Valve Wet Meters can have either the Common Index or Patent Indicator attached; and are manufactured, with Station | 
| Meters, Governors, Pressure Registers, Gauges, Gas Fittings, and every description of Gas Apparatus, at the Works, Great Peter-street, WESTMINSTER. | 


: City OFFICE, and Depdét for Meters, Pipe Barrel, and Fittings, 9, WALBROOK, Mansion-house, 

i} 

| TO MANUFACTURERS, STEAM-BOAT COMPANIES AND ALL LARGE CONSUMERS OF COAL. | 
AN APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING 


THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL and OTHER DESCRIPTION OF FUEL, 
| InveNtED sy LEWIS THOMPSON, Ese., M.R.C.S., 

| 

| 











| 
} 
| 


AndjEXHIBITED at the ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION, in a Lecture delivered by the Inventor on the 30th of July, 1855. 
Complete Apparatus, in Polished Mahogany Travelling Case .. £5 5 O 


In ordinary Packing Case .....-++++++2e+2eeee 8 83O 
WITH INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE EXPERIMENT. 


MANUFACTURED BY ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 55, MiLtLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 





—_—— 


| i FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE, BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. . 
To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 


on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 

















ALEXANDER WRIGHT, | 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, GOVERNORS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 


55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
ConsuMERs’ MerTers at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. 





NEW INSTRUMENTS FOR THE USE OF GAS COMPANTES. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST. 
Apparatus, including Graduated Tube and Equalising Cylinder, £1. 1s. 
Bromine, 38. per ounce, 


AN APPARATUS for TESTING the PRESENCE of BISULPHURET of CARBON in GAS.) 


Jinas frequently been remarked by chemists that even when the acetate of lead test is applied to coal gas, and indicat ect freedom from sulphuretted hydrogen, 
inaications on still liven during its somivedton which would lead to the supposition that some other compound of sulphur exists init. The above instrument affords 
positive proof that this is the case, and leaves little doubt that that compound is sulphuret of carbon. This test will detect the presence of sulphur in whatever form it 
may exist, and is much-more delicate than the acetate of lead test, even for sulphuretted hydrogen. 


Cost of Apparatus, £2. 2s. 














4x ‘ ye ‘ 5 
: “T¢ fs important to Gas Companies toe know the pressure at various s of their districts during the successive hours of the night, for the better regulation of their 
the Worke. This compact apparatus, capable of welagpinced in a space of about one foot cube, is intended to supply this information. 


see ON Met Prices—3-inch Scale, £7. 5-inch Scale, £8. Glass Shades, 10s. extra. 
ex MAPATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &C. | 
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PRICES MODERATE. | 
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“NOTICES. 


Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to 
expose the stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage 
charge for letters. 

The Journat or Gas Licutinc has been duly registered at the 
General Post Office for transmission abroad. 

Communications and orders for Advertisements to be addressed to 
the Editor, No. 3, Parliament-street, Westminster. 

———— - 
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Motice to Subscribers. 


In accordance with the intimation contained in the October 
number of the Journat or Gas Licutine, we beg respectfully 
to announce, that the publication of the next number will 
take place on Tuesday, Jan. 8, 1856; and, in deference to 
the suggestion of several subscribers, the future numbers will 
appear on every successive alternate Tuesday. The new sub- 
scription will commence from Jan. 8, and will be for 
One year of 26 numbers ....... 14s., if paid in advance. 

weeeeee 188., on credit. 





” ” 9 





| @ireular to Gas Companies. 


We last month published a modest and unpretending docu- 
iment, in which was recorded an abstract of the last three 
months’ labour of Mr. G. Mills, the painstaking official meter- 
| prover of the South London district; and, impressed with the 
belief that so extensive a series of experiments could not have 
been made without affording some data upon which to ground 
\& opinion as to the relative durability of wet and dry meters, 
We made an application to Mr. Mills for a table in which the 
438 meters tested should be separated into two categories, 
Wet and dry, and their respective performances stated. Mr. 
|Mills courteously replied to our application, and expressed his 













ua, — a ana 


assent of the respective companies were first expressed to| 
him. The companies at once acquiesced, and we are conse- 
quently enabled to publish Mr. Mills’s report on 636 wet 
meters, and 802 dry ones :— 


An Analysis of Meters tested for the Gas Companies supplying the 
South of London, from June 25 to Sept. 29, 1855. 
PH@NIX COMPANY. 









































































































































y No. | y |Average | , Average | Stopped 
No. | | No. ad No. | ° . 
2 Incor- Yuh per vnee | per | Regis- 
Tested. | “ect. Slow. | Cent. | Fast | Cent. | tering. 
SE Oe eee eee ze 
New meters <appette, Cee ei: Ben ee epee, ee ee 
pe 2 | . 
| _ — ae SSE 
Wet | 405 | 7 6 6 1 5 ni 
Repaired do. ———| = an") Ghee eine 
Dry a | «(yg 16 8 9 5) 4 
Wet 9 2 2 5} . 
Old do. ...... {— ———$-—__—_ | —_——_ — ees ted 
Dry 13 6 3 7 2 7 i 
SOUTH METROPOLITAN COMPANY. | 
gWet..| 8 |. be a re ae 
New meters ee jomee _ oe meee — 
(pry... “a 
( Wet... 91 2 2 . | | 
Repaired do. ; = O"EE Ieee - same ” - 
(pry...| 13 1 1 34 
pwa 2 | .. gat! Es, a a ie od 
Old do. ...... : |. — ——  —_— —-—_ | __-_— } —|t 
(Dry... S | ei Oe os oo ee =| | 
one ei Se 
LONDON COMPANY. 
New and re- { “ wa We (cee: a Ma Gide! Cae 
paired met. (Dry | 16 2] .. “ 2 a t- i] 
-—_————e o> | 1 ——_—___ — —— 
Wet. | 54 3 a ‘ae l 4 
Old do. ...... $$ }§———} |__| —| 
(Dry..| 14 a| 3 13 i 
SURREY CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 
Se ee li i j 
Wet | 
New meters EE Se Se Se ee Cee j———— | 
Dry 24 } ! 
ee ee —_———|—_-—-__ | — 
g Wet os 
Repaired do.) —-—|-————_| —-—_ | —_—. ——_—— en | meme HY 
d Dry mu | 1 l 5 — | 
Wet.. | ° ~ 4 
Old do. ...... ff in 
Diy... 180 | 16 | 8 44 7 44 » 3 
(Signed) G. MILLS, 


Inspector of Meters for the South of London, 
Office, 96, Borough Road, Southwark, Dec. 7, 1855. | 


Tt is necessary, perhaps, to remark, in connection with the | 
above table, that all meters registering within 2 per cent. either | 
way, are classed as correct; and that the per centage of error | 
is noted when the maximum quantity of gas which the meter | 
is intended to supply is passing through. Thus, if a 10-light| 
meter is reported to be 10 per cent. slow when passing 50 feet | 
per hour, it is incorrect to the extent of 5 feet per hour; and} 
in the case of a dry meter, it will pass this last quantity of gas 
hourly, without registering any portion; but as a larger meter | 
is generally fixed than is required for the ordinary supply of 
an establishment, the per centage of loss will be seriously aug- | 
mented when the quantity consumed is small in proportion to, 
the capacity of the meter; and upon an actual consumption | 
of 15 feet per hour, only 10 feet would be registered. This | 
variation can only occur to a wet meter by puncturing the | 
drum, an accident of very rare occurrence; and in this respect 
wet meters have undoubtedly considerable advantages over | 
dry ones. 

The notices given in the London Gazette of applications to | 
Parliament for bills affecting the gas interest are neither nume- | 





Readiness to furnish the information required, provided the 





rous nor important, and several of them, apparently, are not 
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intended to be proceeded with. Some of them, as for instance, 
Coventry and Wandsworth, seek for powers to lease the works 
or to confirm existing leases; and it seems to have been 
hitherto generally overlooked that the incorporation of the 
** Gas Works Clauses Act, 1847,” with a gas bill, renders it 
‘illegal for such company, in the absence of special powers, 
| either to lease its works or enter into a contract for the manu- 
|facture of its gas. Every such gas company is bound to carry 
/on its own works by its own servants and agents, and to regis- 
ter its accounts, so that the public may have some security 
| that the profits of the undertaking do not exceed the maximum 
‘allowed by the act. 

| The following is a list of the notices, and the objects con- 
, templated by the bills: — 


| Batu GasLiaut aNp Coke Company.—Amendment of act; extension of limits of 

| supply; increase of capital; borrowing powers; compulsory purchase of land ; 
and other powers. 

| Bosron Gastigut AND CoKkE Company.—To amend the present act; to raise fur- 
ther capital by the creation and issue of new shares; to borrow money on morte 
gages; arrangement as to debts; extension of limits of supply; new works ; repeal 

| _ and amendment of present act. 

| BournemovrTH IMPROVEMENT AND PIER.—Jncorporation of commissioners; to 
supply and also to contract for a supply of water and gas, &c. 

| CurLTENNAM GASLIGHT AND Coke Company.—‘To increase the capital by the 
issue of new shares; to borrow money on mortgage, bonds, or otherwise; to 

| enlarge the existing works, and extend the limits of supply; to amend the pre- 











sent act. 
City or Coventry GasLigHtT ComPpaNy.—To reconstitute the company; to in- 
crease the capital, by converting into shares sums already expended in construction, 
by the creation of new shares, or by borrowing; confirmation of securities and 
leases; extension of limits of supply; extension of lands and works, and repeal or 
if amendment of acte. 
GAINSBOROUGH Gas ComMPANY.—Incorporation of company. 

}; GLoucesTer GasLigHT CompaNy.—Further capital and borrowing powers; new 

works, and amendment of acts. 

i Heywoop GasLicut aND Coke CompaNy.—Extension of works, and increase of 

capital. 

\| KNorrinouey Gas CompaNy.—Incorporation of company; supply of gas to 

Knottingley, in the West Riding of Yorkshire. 

| LANcAsTER GASLIGHT COMPANY.—Incorporation of company ; to erect new works; 

| supply of gas to the borough of Lancaster and neighbourhood ; power to raise ad- 

ditional moneys; power to rate, and to transfer to the corporation and local board 
of health, or one of them. 

| LIVERPOOL BorovuGH EXTENSION.—Alteration and extension of borough bounda- 

ries ; purchase of gas and water works at Birkenhead and Claughton; amendment 
of acts. 

| PererBoroucu Gas.—Power to supply gas to the city of Peterborough and neigh- 

bourhood ; purchase, maintenance, and extension of existing gas-works; arrange- 
| ment with improvement commissioners and other public bodies; incorporation of 
company, 

MrppLEssoRovcH EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT.—To enable the corporation 
or the local board of health of the district to purchase gas-works and supply 
gas, &e. 

| Reapina Loca. Boarp or Hgattu.—Further powers for lighting and supplying 

| gas; power to construct works, and purchase existing works; power to levy rates; 

|| amendment of existing acts. 

|, RraDING Union Gas Company.—Increase of capital, and power to borrow money 

}'__ on mortgage; extension of works, and limits of supply ; amendment of act. 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 


. J . . . 
READING GASLIGHT CoMPANY.—Increase of capital, by creation and issue of new 


| shares; power to borrow money on mortgage ; extension of works, and of limits of 
supply ; amendment of present act. 

' WAKEFIELD Gas.—Increase of capital, by the creation of new shares, by mortgage, 
or by other means; and amendment of the present act. 

' WANDSWORTH AND Putney GASLIGHT AND CokE Company.—Incorporation of 

| company; increase of capital; confirmation of contract with Robert Paulson Spice 
power to lease, and extension of limits of supply. 

West Ham GASLIGHT AND CoKkE CompaNny.—To incorporate the company, and to 
increase the capital by the creation of new shares, or by borrowing; to ratify a 
contract made between the West Ham Gaslight and Coke Company and the Com- 
mercial Gas Company; to extend their works. 

{; WeyMouTH AND MgLcomBE Recis Gas.—Incorporation of company; erection of 
| works, and purchase of existing works; to supply gas; power to contract with 
public bodies, and to sell to corporation or local board of health of the borough. 

{| Worksop Gas.—Incorporation of company; power to break up streets, &c.; in- 

| crease of capital, &c. 


| 
| 
| 
i 


|! The fogs of the past month have severely tried some of the 
|, London works, whose capacity for storing gas is less than two- 
| thirds of their maximum produce per diem; and it is to be 
| hoped better provision will be made against such contingencies 
|| before works thus circumstanced shall have actually broken 
| down. 
.ON THE RELATIVE DUTIES AND POSITIONS OF 
COMPANIES, AND OF CIVIC OR MUNICIPAL 
|. BODIES. 
|, Somx events have letely taken place in the country to which, 
| as journalists, we fell it to be our duty to call public attention, 
: because we believe that the interests of all parties would be ad- 
, vanced by a more correct appreciation of the principles involved 
,in them than appears at present, unhappily, to prevail. 
| In matters connected with the execution of some of the most 
{important branches of municipal details, two systems are at 
| present contending for the mastery. In some places, the public 
| works, which may be called of a trading character, are carried 
‘into effect by private companies; in others, the municipal 
bodies take the management of them into their own hands. 
|| Which system is the more advantageous to the public? What 
|! are the exceptional circumstances sufficient to justify a depar- 
I ture from the strict application of either of them? What are 
'the duties respectively undertaken by the parties who are em- 
ployed to carry them into effect? Such are, as it appears to 
| us, the most important questions to be considered. It may be 











1 that they have been discussed often enough already ; but the 
| OS eS AE 


tendency of modern legislation, and the character of some 
recent events, show that it is desirable again to bring them! 
before the notice of those most directly interested in their | 
solution. } 

The events to which we allude, as suggesting this series of | 
remarks, are, the dispute between the Local Board of Health| 
of Reading and the gas companies of that town, and the! 
recent inquiry into the state of the gas supply of Liverpool, } 
We do not propose here to enter into an examination of the| 
merits of either case, or even to quote from the statements which 
may have been made on either side of the respective quarrels, 
Our object is to direct attention to general principles, and to 
call attention to the ultimate dangers we believe to be attached | 
to any unnecessary deviation from them, notwithstanding thel| 
temporary advantage which may be considered to be attained | 
by such a course of proceeding. i 

Is it more advantageous to the public that works connected 
with the supply of the imperative daily wants of an agglome. | 
rated population should be executed by the collective body, | 
organised either as a municipality, or a parish, or by private 
traders? We place the discussion at once on this ground, | 
because, notwithstanding the sentimental nonsense which has | 
been uttered about trading in the wants and necessities of our | 
fellow-men, we believe that the true solution is involved in the | 
answer to the inquiry as to the most efficient manner of | 
advancing public interests. Business is not romantic, and | 
sentiment is out of place in discussions of this nature. 

It is a trite observation, that the real end and object of every | 
municipal or governmental interference with the ordinary affairs 
of life ought to be those of securing to the greatest number | 
the greatest amount of happiness ; and daily wants ought only | 
to be brought within the scope of such interference when they | 
can be more easily and justly supplied by means of the action 
of the general body than they can be by the spontaneous action | 
of individuals. As a general rule, the latter is sufficient to 
meet our ordinary wants, whether these may be for water or. 
for gas, clothing or bread, medicine or education. But, as it 
is impossible to lay down any invariable law in human affairs, 
and as the exercise of individual liberty may often lead to 
serious interference with the rights of other members of a 
community, it is often found necessary that a portion of the, 
abstract rights of the few should be set aside, in order to ensure | 
the general happiness of the community. Again, it does often) 
happen that some of the wants of a highly civilised community | 
are so universal, that its members are alike interested in their) 
satisfaction, and are equally bound to assist in securing the) 
most efficient solution of the difficulties connected with them. || 
The actual number of these wants is, however, very small. In i 
all other cases, experience has demonstrated that open com- | 
petition is the most satisfactory principle which can be allowed 
to regulate the demand and supply of ordinary life. It may | 
happen, in some instances—-whether on account of the capital 
invested or on account of its being necessary to grant to the|| 
undertakers of some peculiar municipal duty privileges of an/ 
exceptional character—that competition would be attended 
with inconvenience to the public. Should this be the case, it! 
behoves the guardians of the interests of the community te. 
adopt the requisite precautions; but, fortunately, such instances | 
are rare, and, in an essentially commercial country like our own, | 
the evils arising from these causes do not long remain without | 
a remedy—so far, at least, as the consideration of capital is) 
involved, 

The experience of all civilised nations goes to prove that 
precisely in proportion as the stimulus of private interest is 
withdrawn, so does the execution of duties of any description 
suffer. If, for instance, we compare the docks of Liverpool 
with those of London; if we compare the gas and water sup- 
plies of Manchester with those of London ; or the latter again 
with the similar municipal services of Paris, we shall in all 
cases find that the ultimate results attained by the action of 
private companies have been immeasurably superior to those 
obtained by the collective action of society. Both in quality 
and in price, the articles furnished by the latter agency have 
been inferior to those furnished by the former; and although, 
unquestionably, commercial companies are often deficient in 
the execution of the duties they have undertaken, yet we 
believe that there can be no doubt in the minds of those who 
examine such questions in an impartial spirit, that practically, 
in almost every case, the supply of a social want is more effec- 
tually performed by the intervention of private enterprise than 
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by the community itself. 
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| Indeed, it must be evident that every person, or association, 
who labours without personal protection or monopoly, with 
\the hope of obtaining a profit by ministering to the wants of 
'the public, is directly interested in offering his services in sucha 
‘manner as to secure the greatest possible demand for them ; 
because, evidently, either his own reward will increase in pre- 
cisely the same proportion if he should not be exposed to com- 
|petition, or because it is only by such conduct that he can 
'secure custom, if such competition exist. The emulation and 
the struggle for eminence thus engendered are the most 
powerful stimulants for progress; but these motives do not 
exist in the case of functionaries, applying that term to all 
persons who labour constantly under the direction of either 
governmental or of municipal administrations. A private trader 
is forced to suit the quality and the quantity of the goods he 
offers to the wants and wishes of his customers ; and trading 
companies ought to be placed, as far as possible, in the same 
position. With a public administration, this, however, can 
hardly ever be the case; the opinions, the whims, and the 
| passions of men in power, and the wants they may choose to 
/suppose to exist amongst their constituents, are too often the 
‘determining motives for undertaking the majority of works 
executed by public bodies. Even when the necessity for the 
‘execution of such works may really have existed, the manner 
jin which they are carried into effect, as well as the future 
conditions of their working, must be inferior to those which 
obtain in works executed by private individuals, for the simple 


‘reason, that the stimulus of competition, of personal interest, 
and of a reward commensurate with the service rendered, is 
‘wanting in the case of all functionaries. Moreover, it rarely 
happens that municipal or governmental works are propor- 


tioned to the real wants of the parties at whose cost they are 





executed, for their extent is settled upon grounds which are 


often incorrect, or which are adopted without reference to the 
consent of the interested parties. As these services executed 
by the body public are performed also, be it observed, in such 
@ manner as to preclude individuals from refusing them, or 
from limiting their extent, it follows that these services are 
not paid for at their real value to the recipients, because the 
rate of payment ceases to be a question to be settled by the 
interested parties, but is, on the contrary, based upon a priori 
considerations, which are often arbitrary or partial. 

It is true that such public works as the sewerage, cleansing, 
‘and paving of the streets of a town must apparently be left 
for some time in the hands of the municipal bodies, because 
the execution of the various duties connected with them does 
not furnish any profitable return which should induce private 
lindividuals to undertake them. These are char, 

, ges upon 
‘society; and, as such, must be borne by the various local 
‘subdivisions of society themselves; but they constitute a 
very distinctly defined ciass of exceptional operations, and 
may easily be enumerated. All other general wants of agglo- 


'|merated populations we know, practically, can be supplied by 


private industry ; and, notwithstanding a few rare exceptions, 
we also know that they are generally so supplied at cheaper 
rates, and in a more satisfactory manner than when undertaken 
by the body public. It is also to be remarked that the very 
ties, which we admit must continue to be performed by 
the public, are performed in the most satisfactory way in those 
‘countries in which private enterprise is the most encouraged. 
‘The paving, sewerage, cleansing, and watering of the English 
towns are immeasurably superior to those of the towns on 
‘the Continent, in which society collectively acts more fre- 
,quently and more directly than it does with ourselves. The 
jfact is, that the extension of direct municipal or of govern- 
‘mental action is, in the end, but an indirect method of intro- 
\ducing a disguised species of socialism; and at all times, 
,and in all countries, the results of such a system have been 
fatal to the progress or the happiness of onr race. 

| Such being our opinions, it must be evident that the answer 
|we make to the question proposed would be, that it is pre- 
ferable that private oompanies should supply the wants of 
agglomerated populations, rather than that they should be 
parted by the direct action of the public body. The only 
circumstances which we consider to be of a nature to justify 
/@ departure from the application of this principle are :—lI. 
When companies so far forget the duties imposed upon them, 
by their position as traders, as to ask for higher terms of 
Temuneration than their services merit; or, 2. When the 
ata of the services is such as to render it impossible for a 
|Company succcessfully or efficiently to perform the service 








required. The duties of the respective parties who enter into 
engagements for the performance of such municipal services, 


appear also to flow from the same principles, The companies, 
or persons contracting, are bound to supply the various wants 
in the most efficient and the cheapest manner consistent with 
their obtaining a fair profit: the public bodies supplied ought 
to feel that they have an interest (when well understood), and 
a duty, in giving such companies every moral and pecuniary 
support, so long as the latter perform their duties satisfactorily. 

From an examination of the evidence and the documents 
published in the dispute between the Liverpool Gas Company 
and what appears to us to be little more than a faction of the 


town council of that borough, we are led to believe that the | 


principles we hold on these subjects are not sufficiently appre- 
ciated there. The case against the company seems to have 
been of the very shallowest description, and to.have been urged 
with a most unbecoming degree of acrimony. ‘There was evi- 
dently a foregone conclusion in the minds of the committee to 
whom the question of the then state of the gas supply was re- 
ferred; and, ‘‘ per fas et nefas,” they seem to have laboured 
hard to discover or invent reasons for transferring the powers 
of the company to the corporation. Whether the company were 
right or wrong, we hold that the latter course would ultimately 
have beén fraught with danger and inconvenience to the} 
public; but, inasmuch as even from the evidence given “ ex} 
parte’ before the committee, it appears that Liverpool is sup-| 
plied with gas at a cheaper rate than any similar town in Eng- 
land—the quality being taken into account—we are at a loss to, 
discover the real motives of the attempt to disturb the present. 
state of affairs in this respect. Most earnestly do we recom-| 
mend the inhabitants of Liverpool to examine, without pre-| 
judice; what is taking place at Manchester, and to pause ere, 
they place in the hands of practically irresponsible functionaries | 
the performance of duties which are so well carried into effect’ 
by parties upon whom they have a direct and powerful influence, 
in the personal interest of the latter. 

As to the Reading case, we feel that there is little to be said 
in defence of the conduct of the gas companies; and, with all 
our desire to judge favourably of them, we cannot but say that 
their conduct has been ill-advised and injudicious in refusing 
to quote a price for burners consuming 4 feet and 6 feet per 
hour; in requiring the board to pay for all mains laid exclu- 
sively for public lamps, and in combining to raise the price of 
the 5 feet burner from £2. 16s. to £4 per season of eight 
months. Fortunately, the dispute between them and the Local 
Board of Health has been arranged without the necessity for 
an appeal to another tribunal. Most sincerely do we congratu- 
late the board on the good sense it has displayed on this occa- | 
sion, not only in so much as the question of price for the public 
lighting is concerned, but in the readiness with which it has again 
consented to treat with the companies, rather than commence 
the construction of works upon its own account. We hope that 
the lesson will not be lost on either party. If local boards con- 
fine their demands to terms in themselves fair and honourable, 
they may depend upon it that gas or water companies must meet | 
them; but they must also bear in mind that eventually society | 
must suffer from the infliction of injustice, by or on whom-| 
soever it may be carried into effect. It is an injustice to) 
expect a company to perform a public service at a loss; 
and, therefore, we contend that it is both wrong in policy and 
morals to call on any one so to do. 


' 
i 





But at the same time we | 


say to companies, that if they desire to maintain the possession || 


of any privileges they now enjoy, they must be prepared to) 
deal with the representatives of the public interests in a fair 
and liberal spirit. 
position, to be “a little blind” to the faults of companies ; but 
we feel that, in the dispute between the Reading Local Board 
and the gas companies of that town, the latter have assumed 
a very false position. The good sense of both parties has, 
however, rendered it unnecessary for us to dwell at length on 
the subject ; yet we cannot conclude this article without say- 
ing emphatically, that whether in great things or in small— 
whether in the daily relations of individuals, or in the affairs 
of cities or nations—the golden rule is strictly applicable, that 
“‘we should all do unto others as we would they should do 
unto us.” These may appear at first sight to be theoretical 
or abstract reasonings ; but all pei‘sons engaged in trade may 


rest assured that, directly they cease to follow the course to | 
which these remarks point, their own interests are endangered. | 


We are disposed, nay almost bound by our | 





Societies, bodies corporate, or municipalities, may also depend | 
on it that the consequences of the violation of any moral, or | 
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even of any politico-economical, law will be as dangerous to 
them as it can possibly be to private parties. There is shrewd 
common sense, even if there be little true morality, in Frank- 
lin’s adage, that “‘ Honesty is the best policy.” A considera- 
tion for the position of others is one of the first elements of 
honesty; and, if we may step a little out of our way to advise 
companies and municipalities, we would urge them not to lose 
sight of this fact, or to expect that others should make sacri- 
fices to them they would not consent to make on their own 
parts. 

Since the above was in type, we have received a copy of 
the reply, by the Liverpool Gas Company, to the report of the 
committee of the town council. It isa calm, clear refutation 
of the most important accusations we conceive to have been 
so wantonly, and so unjustly brought forward, without enter- 
ing into an investigation of matters connected with the supply 
of gas to that town, which, perhaps, do not form part of the 
discussion now going on there. It appears that this reply 
was presented to the council at its last meeting, on Wednes- 
day, the 5th instant, but that in consequence of the personal 
disputes which are so rife in that body, it could not then be 
read. If the delay thus caused should furnish the public the 
opportunity of examining both accusation and reply, there 
may be no evil result from it. We urge the inhabitants of 
Liverpool to ponder seriously on these things ; and under any 
circumstances to think and act for themselves, without being 
influenced by the clamour of demagogues, or the insinuations 
of interested schemers. The reply only deals with the accu- 
sations of the report; many of the assertions against the 
company contained in the evidence could doubtless have been 
‘refuted with equal ease; but the directors have, we think, very 
| wisely avoided entering into a discussion which would have 
|been extremely long, and at present could hardly have pro- 
, duced any useful result. 








THE NEW LIGHTS OF MARYLEBONE. 

/Tur Marylebone vestry has been by some of its members 
likened to, and placed on an equality with, the Commons’ 
House of Parliament ; and verily it must be confessed that in 
‘quantity of meaningless talk and purposeless results, there 
-has been a close resemblance. In the Marylebone vestry 
also, as in the hall of St. Stephen’s, the same secret influences 
may be observed in operation, by which the patriot of yester- 
day has become the placeman of to-day; and men, who long 
‘and vehemently advocated reforms which there was no possi- 
bility of effecting, when the opportunity occurred for adopting 
them turned aside from the course of their previously ex- 
pressed opinions, and betrayed the cause they had acquired 
reputation in defending. ‘These points of resemblance be- 
‘tween the chosen representatives of the United Kingdom and 
the elected representatives of the parish of Marylebone, were 
| perceptible at least in the old vestry, which expired by act of 
| Parliament on the 10th of last month. That body being now 
defunct, it may be thought by some that their faults, like 
| those of Czesar, should be “ buried with ther bones;” but the 
irule de mortuis nil nisi bonum, however excellent in ordinary 
| cases, is not applicable to public bodies, which, though corpo- 
,rately dead, yet survive in their individual members, and ex- 
| hibit in their inchoate vitality a desire to resuscitate the spirit 
jand to follow the example of the departed. Instead of 
| burying their faults in such cases, we should rather conspi- 
|cuously display them to public gaze, to warn their successors 
from being wrecked on the same shoal. 

The first business that the new Marylebone vestry had to 
consider was, the renewal of the contract with the Imperial 
| Gas Company for the lighting of the parish; and in discussing 
; this matter not only the same spirit was manifest that animated 
ithe former body, but many of the identical individuals joined 
'in the debate. The term of the contract with the company 
|is three years ; and it has been the practice, with some mem- 
\bers of the Marylebone vestries, to get up an agitation pre- 
| viously to the expiration of the term, ostensibly with the view 
of obtaining bettter conditions for the public. Grievances 
‘have been set forth with oratorical display, and the price, the 
‘quality of the gas, and the inefficiency of the supply, have 
,been dilated on with the customary Marylebone eloquence. 
| Again and again have they advertised for tenders from other 
\companies without success; and grumbling, and with bad 
grace, they have been obliged to renew their contracts with 
Tow Imperial Company, as they had nothing but Hobson’s 
choice. 











Such agitation was, under the circumstances, evidently’ 
powerless, and tended only to exasperate the directors of the 
company, with whom they must finally come to terms. It 
served, however, the purpose of certain of the members to set) 
forth, in a strong light, the shortcomings of the company as, 
important public grievances; and the orators who thus ex.| 
hibited their anxiety to promote the interests of the parish and | 
to reform abuses, gained for themselves a share of popu- 
larity and of political capital, that might be turned to profitable 
account when occasion presented. Some of these men are 
pursuing the same course in the new council, which has re- 








ceived from its predecessor the reports of the proceedings that | 
have been adopted in the old contentious spirit for renewing the | 
contract with the Imperial Gas Company, and on which pro- | 
ceedings it seems disposed to act. 1 

It is lamentable to see how easily popularly-elected bodies 
can be cajoled and misled by a few interested individuals who 
possess sufficient effrontery and fluency of speech, of which the, 
vestry of Marylebone affords a striking example in this very 
matter of gas lighting. The parishioners ought to have learned 
from experience of the past how little dependence can be placed 
on the vehement declamations of agitating orators; yet it 
would appear, from the readiness with which they now listen | 
to grievance-mongers, that they have forgotten how their | 
interests were disregarded when the occasion really occurred 
for obtaining what they wanted. 

When the Imperial Gas Company applied to Parliament last || 
year for an increase of capital, the Marylebone vestry might | 
have procured, as a condition, all that was requisite for the || 
efficient lighting of the parish. Such an opportunity will never, 
again occur in our time; and how did the members of the | 
vestry employ it? Instead of amending the bill, so as to secure | 
good gas at the cheapest remunerative price, Mr. Clement | 
George, the chairman of the gas committee, who had previously | 
been one of the declaimers against the company, appeared, || 
witb the sanction of the vestry, as a witness in support of the | 
bill! The vestry then consented to accept the sham standard | 
of the Great Central Company, and to let Marylebone remain || 
the worst lighted parish in the metropolis, when the game was | 
in its own hands, and better terms might have been secured by | 
firmness and alittle intelligence. To assent toa 12 wax-candle 
standard for a 5-foot burner—equal to only 105 sperm candles | 
—at a time when the opposing company before Parliament were | 
supplying 27 sperm candle gas to their customers; and even) 
the standard of the Imperial Company’s gas in their Fulham 
district was equal to 17°6 sperm candles—was a complete 
abandonment of the interests of the parishioners, condemning 
them for ever to gloomily lighted streets, when as good an) 
illumination as in any part of London might have been readily 
obtained. 

When Mr. Clement George appeared before the parlia- 
mentary committee in his new character of advocate of the)! 
Imperial Gas Company, the opposing counsel insinuated very), 
broadly that the appointment of a political friend to the office}! 
of collector for that company had produced the extraordinary }; 
change in Mr. George’s opinions. We do not affirm that) 
there was truth in the insinuations that the parishioners had) 
been sacrificed to political friendship ; but there is no denying’) 
the fact, that a person who had been an active agitator against || 
the Imperial Company was found occupying the office of a) 
collector at the time that his friend Mr. George gave evidence | 
in their favour. Had the interests of the parishioners been i 
attended to, there can be no doubt that Parliament would then |! 
have insisted on the Imperial Company supplying the quality , 
of gas made at their Fulham station throughout the whole) 
district ; whereas it seems, if Dr. Letheby’s experiments are), 
to be relied on, that the “ genuine four-and-sixpenny mixed ”’ | 
has disappeared from the western district, and that the “rich/| 
Newcastle” of the eastern districts has taken its place. The 
opportunity, however, has been lost ; and, now that the wise-/|, 
acres of Marylebone witness the dim illumination to which) 
their bargain with the Imperial Gas Company has consigned | 
the parish, they grumble at the result; and, not thinking it) 
possible that they can be in fault, they accuse the company of | 
not giving them the parliamentary standard of illumination. 

No one can accuse us of being partisans or flatterers of the | 
Imperial Gas Company. It is, indeed, a matter of public no- | 
toriety, that we have brought on ourselves much abuse from) 
their scribes and agents for the independence with which we | 
have treated questions wherein their interests were seriously | 
involved. We cannot, therefore, be suspected of any undue | 
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predilection towards them, when we express the opinion that 
nothing has transpired in the course of the recent Marylebone 
investigation to warrant the conclusion that the company has 


|| failed in any of its obligations to Parliament or to the public. 


So far, indeed, from this being the case, the results of the ex- 
periments undertaken by Dr. Letheby, evidently with an adverse 
bias, to test the quantity and quality of the gas supplied to the 
street lamps, show that the light afforded was considerably 
above the contract standard; and his experiments on the 
quantity of gas consumed were so unskilfully performed and 
unfairly stated, as to disentitle his results to the slighest credit. 
With regard, indeed, to this testing and reporting, it appears 
tous that there has been ‘‘ Much Ado About Nothing;” because, 
in the first place, it would be almost impossible for the Impe- 
rial Gas Company to make gas of a lower illuminating power 
than their contract with the Marylebone vestry implies, at 
least so long as they use the cheapest coals they can get—that 
is, common Newcastle coals; and in the second place (say 
what he may to the contrary), Dr. Letheby’s experiments on 
the quantity of gas supplied to the public lamps have been 
made in a manner which must of necessity give incorrect re- 
sults, so long as the laws of nature continue and gravitation 
exists. It is quite useless to follow out so self-evident a pro- 
position: whilst friction opposes an impediment to force ; 
whilst light fluids float on the surface of heavy ones; and 
whilst balloons filled with coal gas are seen to rise into the 
air, Dr. Letheby may experiment, talk, and report, and re- 
report with a positive certainty that no person at all cogni- 
sant of the subject of his labours will attach the slightest 
importance to his results; they may do for the Marylebone 
vestry or “ for the Marines,” but in the eyes of practical and 
scientific men they are mere “‘ garbage.” Yet it is not a little 
amusing to see the dogmatic manner in which poor Mr. 
Henry is “ put down” by this “‘ great doctor,” who after all is 
zo doctor. However, the doctor, as we will call him, having 
been for fome time ‘“ well acquainted with the peculiarly sus- 
picious temperament of gas companies,” is not so much “ sur- 
prised” at Mr. Henry’s letter as might have been expected. 
He will “let it pass: but because ‘‘ chemistry is an exact 
science, and its professors generally regarded as men of faith 
and credit, it is not usual, nor is it courteous, openly to ques- 
tion the accuracy of their statements.” (!) So, because 
mathematics is “‘ an exact science, and its professors,” &c. &c., 
we are to pay our bills without doing more than looking at 
the “sum total;” or, if we have the audacity to do so, we 
may expect to hear that “it is not usual, nor is it courteous;”’ 
and, moreover, we shall run the risk of having our “ pecu- 
liarly suspicious temperament” commented on by the waiter 
or shopman. A very pleasant state of things this certainly, 
and one which our “ influential and powerful bodies,” like the 
Marylebone vestry and the Imperial Gas Company would, no 
doubt, easily submit to, especially if their remarks and objec- 
tions were to be treated as ‘‘ sophisms,”’ which prevented Dr. 
|Letheby from performing his. ‘‘ duties with satisfaction to 
himself.” (!!) 
| The bombastic vanity of this style of thing is, moreover, 
|worthy of the “ Three Tailors of Tooley Street.” Our doctor 
\is to make experiments, write reports, praise one and condemn 
‘another, without comment or question. Does any man feel 
|aggrieved by the doctor’s decision, let him put his grievance in 
j his pocket, and not trouble our friend’s “ satisfaction” by 
“sophisms.” Does any man doubt the doctor’s correctness, 
\let him not show his “ peculiarly suspicious temperament,” 
\but humbly learn that ‘“ chemistry is an exact science,” the 
‘results of which it is neither ‘‘ usual nor courteous to question.” 
|And all this comes from one whose results have been perhaps 
jmore severely questioned than those of most men living: one 
| whose toxicological accuracy has been commented on by Dr. 
| Alfred Taylor, Dr. Ure, Sir Benjamin Brodie, and Dr. Leeson 
—one whose chemical accuracy has been flatly contradicted by 
the results of Dr. Leeson, Mr. Warrington, and Mr. Lewis 
Thompson—one who has found the Great Central Gas vary in 
the course of a few days from 22°2 to 13 candles; and one 
who got whole “ bottlesful of oil of vitriol” from coal gas 
“ burnt as the public burns it,” and is, nevertheless, content to 
see coal gas burnt, and even to recommend its use. Talk of 
“sophisms” and “ exact sciences ”—*“ fiddlesticks and fig- 
dust !”’—let us have “ common sense” and “ common ho- 
nesty ” in the investigation of ‘‘ common things ; ” but as to 
the smooth unquestioning system which permits “professional 
gentlemen (!) to perform their duties with satisfaction to them- 














selves,” the less we see of it the better. There is, it seems, a 
popery in science as well as in religion, and Mr. Henry 
—** horrabile dictu’’—has dared to question Dr. Letheby’s 
“ infallibility !”” but then he has got his due punishment, the 
naughty “ sophist ! ” 

If the Marylebone vestry, when it had the power, had com- 
pelled the Imperial Gas Company to supply gas of the same 
illuminating standard as that of the Fulham works in 1854, then 
the present contract quantity per hour would have produced 
sufficient illumination ; but with the act of Parliament standard 
gas, four cubic feet per hour are quite inadequate for the pur- 
pose. In most of the other parishes in London, five-feet 
burners are employed ; and it is no wonder, therefore, that, in 
comparison with surrounding districts, the parish of Marylebone 
should look gloomy: nor is it indicative of absolute wisdom in 
the members of the vestry to expect that, after having sanc- 
tioned the use of gas of low illuminating power, and having 
contracted for a less supply, their streets should be as well 
lighted as others. They have endeavoured to conceal their) 
neglect and folly by making charges against the company of 
not having fulfilled their contract ; but the experiments of the | 
chemist appointed by the council have proved the fallacy | 
of such charges; and it only remains to the present body, | 
when the contract just concluded. expires, to enter into the | 
best arrangement they can for obtaining a larger supply of the | 
kind of gas which their predecessors consented to take for their | 
illuminating standard. 

It should be borne in mind, that the illuminating power of | 
any gas increases in a greater ratio than the quantity con-| 
sumed; the addition of 20 per cent. of gas producing an in-| 
crease in the amount of light equal to at least 40 per cent. | 
The additional cost of such superior illumination may be very | 
readily estimated. For instance, a London street lamp burns 
4400 hours per annum, and with a 4-feet burner consumes 
17,600 cubic feet of gas in the year. The present contract 
price is £3. 11s. per lamp, of which sum the cost of lighting, 
cleaning, and repairing amounts to 15s.; consequently the gas, 
itself costs £2. 16s., or about 3s. 2d. the 1000 feet. If 5-feet | 
burners were employed, the consumption of gas per annum | 
would be 4400 feet more, which, at the price of 3s. 2d. the) 
1000 feet, would be about 14s. additional, making the yearly | 
cost £4. 5s. per lamp. For that increase of one-fifth in price, 
the amount of light would be nearly doubled, and notwith- 
standing the inferior standard quality of the gas, the streets of 
Marylebone would be respectably lighted. 

The former Marylebone vestries have, throughout their 
whole proceedings in gas lighting, exhibited a strange incom- 
petency to manage the affairs of the parish to the advantage 
of the public and of the consumers. After a great deal of 
frothy talk about the bad quality of the gas, and the inefficient 
lighting of the Imperial Company, the interests of the parish 
were sacrificed when the time arrived for obtainining a redress 
of the alleged grievances; and, when the effects of this mis- 
management were apparent in the dim illumination of the 
streets, the late vestry, instead of resorting to the power it 
possessed of appointing a properly qualified person to test the 
quality of the gas periodically, and to report, called in an 
occasional experimenter, the accuracy of whose experiments 
had been previously disputed. Men of experience and ability, 
such as Professor Redwood, who gave evidence in opposition 
to the Imperial Gas Company’s bill last year, or Mr. War- 
rington, the Surrey Gas Company’s “ tester,” could scarcely 
fall into such errors as those committed by Dr. Letheby, in 
reporting as he did on the Great Central Company’s gas, 
variations in quality from 13 to 22 candles, which variations 
Mr. Lewis Thompson most clearly proved were not in the gas, 
but in the standard used for testing it. The newly appointed 
council ought to take warning from the effects of the mal- 
administration of its predecessors; though the proceedings, 
reported at length in another part of our Journat, allow, we 
fear, but faint hope of amendment. 








Communicates Articles. 
SANITARY REFORM AND SANITARY REFORMERS. 
We have often sought to know upon what principle our artists 
ground their fanciful configurations of individual or national 
character, seeing that in many instances the artistic emblem bears 
no analogy whatever to the predominant peculiarities which it is 
intended to typify. Thus, for example, we constantly find John 
Bull put forth as a stout, round, portly old gentleman, though 
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there is not, perhaps a single human creature living who does not 
know, to a positive certainty, that the said John is a regular “ flat ” 
—as “ flat as a flounder” or Netherlands’ landscape, and as brain- 
less as an oyster-shell ; an individual, in fact, who can be cozened 
into any absurdity, and duped to the whole extent of his enormously 
flat surperficies. It has been happily remarked that— 
** The history of mankind, if you will trace 

Since Eve (the first of dupes) our doom unriddled, 

*T is clear a portion of the human race 

Has got a certain taste for being diddled ;” 
and it is equally clear, from daily experience, that this country 
has been peopled by the identical “ portion” in question. England 
is essentially the land of “ flats,” the chosen retreat of “ gulls,” 
and the only place in the whole world where knavery never fails 
to reap a golden harvest. Here your “ joint-stocks” of humbug, 

our Mississippi-schemes, your Hudsonised railways, your Saint- 
ean-Paul banks, find food and shelter. Here your Sanitary 
Commissioners, your Chadwickian blue-books, and your Palmersto- 
nian noseology, pass muster without comment. Here, even mon- 
strosity itself ceases to be monstrous— 
‘* No matter what; to pasture cows on stubble, 

To twist sea-sand into a solid rope, 

To make French bread and fancy bricks of rubble, 

Or light with gas the whole celestial cope— 

Only propose to blow a bubble, 

And, lord! what hundreds will subscribe for soap!’ 

We have been unavoidably led into the above train of reflections 
by noticing the gradual progress of those “ bubbles” of the day, 
which now begin to cast off their iridescent character, and assume 
the dark and dingy hue incidental to their real nature. Though 
varied in name, these things are really one and the same in point 
of fact, and may all be classed under the general cognomen, 
“‘ sanitary jobbery;” where the word sanitary is merely a decoy 
or gilding to conceal its offensive follower. Thus, wherever money 
is to be made by interfering with existing habits or regulations, 
then the kind of motion employed is called the “ sanitary move- 
ment,” and no stone is left unturned to do away with those so- 
called pernicious practices which have brought us to be the 
wealthiest, the healthiest, and the best fed and best clad nation 
under the sun. But if no money can be made—if, for example, 
it is proposed merely to instruct the lower orders, and to teach 
them how best to employ and to enjoy the great advantages they 
obtain from our industrial energy and commercial facilities—then 
it is discovered that there is nothing sanitary about that. To 

revent disease by instructing every man how to take care of 
himself and his earnings has nothing sanitary about it; because 
“ sanitary”’ means plenty of good fat commissionerships, nice 
oily jobs, and luscious pickings. Of what use would it be to dis- 
seminate amongst the female portion of the lower orders a know- 
Hedge of those easily-acquired culinary and domestic arts by which 
the home of the labouring man may be rendered more happy and 
comfortable than its present gaudy rival, the gin palace or beer- 
shop? What could a commissioner get out of this? The parish 
indeed might benefit, the labouring class might benefit, the 
‘country at large might benefit, but the hungry, commission- 
| hunting tribe would, like Othello, find their “ occupation gone.” 
With all such profitless speculations, sanitary jobbery has nothing 
to do; for where there is no money to be made, there is no need 
of sanitary reform; and as to instructing the poor in useful know- 
ledge, what is that compared with the advantage of burying a 
whole parish in a new cemetery, or “ doing ” the entire sewage of 
the said parish at a handsome salary ? 

Yet this jobbing system thrives and increases daily; it meets us 
at every turn; an individual can neither be born, nor married, nor 
buried without paying something to a commissioner upon each 
occasion. Happy land of liberty! If he is a manufacturer, he lives 
in dread of the nuisances’ removal commissioner ; if he is a trades- 
man, he sees in prospective the adulteration commissioner ; if he is 
a householder, he must pay the income-tax commissioner, and sub- 
mit to have the very foundation of his dwelling torn from under 
him by the sewage commissioner whenever it pleases that worthy 
to do so; if he wishes to build a house, he must submit his plans to 
a building commissioner, and the construction of his drains to the 
approval of a district board of commissioners; if he wishes to 
manure his garden, he had better not, unless on excellent terms with 
the sanitary commissioners; and at last, when on his death-bed, he 
has good reasons for knowing that his mortal remains will be almost 
torn to pieces in the scramble for their interment by contending 
clerical and burial commissioners, whose pugnacity is so vindictive 
that it even violates poetic harmony, and ‘* won’t let a body be.” 

Two apposite examples of this form of disinterested commis- 
sioneering are now before the public; and if anything could arouse 
poor John from the even insipidity of his lethargic flatness, it should 
be the calm recital of these cases. One refers to those objects of 
| Mr. Mantellini’s horror, “ bodies ;”’ the other is a dirtier question, 
and has reference to sewers. Avery reverend divine, named Hale, 
who has no great liking to sanitary cemeteries, pointed out, in an 
address to the churchwardens of London, on the 8th of last month, 
the indubitable fact, “ that it cannot be proved upon medical, chemi- 
cal, or physiological principles, or by the experience of the inhabit- 
ants of houses adjoining churchyards, that intramural interment 

in England has been or is injurious to the public health; ” ‘and in 








this, most assuredly, Archdeacon Hale was correct, because no such 
proof has ever been brought forward. But Archdeacon Hale must | 
admit that a churchyard, like every other mundane form of space, |: 
may be filled and rendered incapable of receiving more: if so, a/ 
churchyard in process of time, and especially with an increasing 

population, must require to be periodically closed, even if we admit 

that after a certain number of years it may be again opened with- 

out offence to public decency. ‘The archdeacon, therefore, in seek- 

ing to preserve his pecuniary interest in this kind of property, 

entirely overlooks the fact that his estate, like a badly-managed 

farm, & gone out of cultivation, and will need a long fallow to 

render it again productive. He must, consequently, either shift. 
his ground or wait patiently until Nature performs her task; but 

herein the archdeacon finds himself on the horns of a dilemma. || 
To shut up the shop (for we may as well come at once to plain || 
terms)—to shut up his shop is to cut off the archdeacon’s supplies ; | 
and, moreover, turn the funereal current in favour of the new, 
vampire establishment or Burial Board of the City, which has space 

in plenty, and is willing to do business, as one may say, “ dirt 

cheap.” ‘To shift his ground is impossible; to wait the event of a! 
long fallow is ruin: the whole is, therefore, a cruel position for an 
archdeacon to be driven to. 

On the other hand, the vampire establishment, seeing the diffi- 

culty of the venerable gentleman, loses no time in adding “ its 

sum of more to that which is too much,” but comes down upon 

our reverend friend’s address with all the authority of inflated 

ignorance and dogmatic assumption. The medical officer of 

health (!) is immediately set to work, and “‘ from the experience 

of mankind in all ages (how did he get it ?); from the results of in- |' 
quiries into the actual condition of our churchyards (by whom) 
were they made?); from an experimental examination of the process | 
and products of animal putrefaction (what experiments ?); and, 
lastly, from the effects of putrid emanations on the living animal 
economy (what effects?), Dr. Letheby showed that in effect the 
vampire establishment was right, and the divine wrong ; and, not 
content with this—for there is nothing like “ coming it strong ”— 
the officer of health assures us “ that the experience of every one 
who has had occasion to inhale the emanations from the recently 
dead animal body is to the effect, that diarrhoea, dysentery, nausea, 
a general wasting of the whole system, and sometimes a low form 
of typhoid fever, are the unfortunate results.” But there is a still 
more unfortunate result, we fear, than all these, which is, that the 
whole affair is a tissue of undiluted humbug; for there is nota 
single butcher in all this great metropolis who is not a stout and 
living contradiction to so preposterous an assertion. Who more 
than a butcher may claim to “ inhale the putrid emanations from 
the recently dead animal body? ”—that is, provided recently dead 
animal bodies exhale any putrid emanations; and who less than he 
exhibits symptoms of a “ general wasting,” and the other phantas- 
magoria of the health officer? Bah! but we suppose some shuffle 
will be made that it was the human animal body that was meant, 
as if this affected the question. However, we are not yet finished, 
for the same flexible authority tells us “ that the peculiar changes 
which are going on in a mass of putrifying matter are, by its mere 
contact with the living body, most liable to be transmitted thereto.” 
Yet Berthollet, and many hundreds of others, have covered their 
fingers with the decomposing matter of plague abscesses; and every 
surgeon is almost daily in the habit of bringing the foul matter of 
ulcers and wounds in contact with his hands; individuals with 
gangrenous sores have putrifying matter in actual union with 
their sound flesh, and persons suffering from local mortification are 
still more unfavourably situated; yet the ‘‘ the changes” are not 
“rung out” in the way asserted by the gentleman who is the 
elected of civic wisdom. Again, we are told that “ all which exists 
in the air we breathe, excepting nitrogen, oxygen, and aqueous 
vapour, is positively hurtful to us ”’—an assertion which directly 
impugns the character of the Divinity himself, who has nowhere 
furnished us with air of this quality, and must therefore stand 
accused, under the superior knowledge of Dr. Letheby, of having 
supplied mankind with air “ positively hurtful to us!!” But we 
will not follow this “ butterfly ” any farther. 




















Turn we now to the sewage combatants—to the sticklers for a 
very filthy job, whose appropriate motto might be “ew cloacé 
cibum petére ’’—to seek a living in the sewers. The list of these 
hungerers after dirt is rather extensive; and, as the feculent prize 
amounts to some millions sterling, the contention is carried on with 
proportionate animosity. The object is to get the “ job,” and the 
disputants have accordingly ranged themselves under two different 
banners, which might not very unfitly be termed the “ whole- 
hoggites,” and the “ half-hoggites:””—(i. e.) the whole-hoggites, 
Bazalgattes, or big-drain men, and the half-hoggites, Wardites, or 
pipe-men. Now, the whole-hoggites, or some injudicious friends 
of theirs, have lately issued from the press one of those “ ranting, 
roaring” attacks upon the “ half-hoggites ” which are usually put 
forth by parties in the wrong, and which cannot fail to damage the 
Bazalgatte interest very much, unless, indeed, that interest can 
prove the whole to be a“ weak invention of the enemy,” as is far 
from improbable. The attack in question is entitled “ Sanitary 
Reform and Sanitary Reformers,” * and purports to be “ for the 
information of Metropolitan Vestries and Local Boards of Health,” 


* Published by Edward Stanford, 6, Charing Cross, 
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to whom, however, we cannot recommend so much mere “ literary 
sewage ;” unless, indeed, as a becoming tribute at the shrine of 
Cloacina. Fully two-thirds of the entire work are occupied with 
idle rant against certain of the “ half-hoggites,” who are called 
“* quacks, impostors, charlatans,” and so forth, after the received 
style of blatant abuse ; but with which the public at large, and, we 

e it, the metropolitan vestries in particular, have nothing what- 
ever todo. The best way is to prove that the “ half-hoggites” are 
in the wrong as regards their project ; for hard words are not hard 
arguments; and the question to the public is not whether Mr. 
Chadwick is a schemer, or Mr. Ward a brush-inventor ; but, is 
the tubular drainage practicable or not? The world at large has 
nothing new to learn about Mr. Chadwick, unless, indeed, it be 
anything in his favour. As a regular place-hunter and interested 
meddler, he has got a character not easily to be shaken; more- 
over, he has got his reward from the chief performer in this sani- 
tary farce. Nor is it unworthy of notice that Mr. Ward acts under 
the influence of the very same inspiration which moved Mr. Chad- 
wick. To attack the stick which beats, and not the hand that 
directs, is but a sorry kind of retaliation. If, then, the author of 
Moga Reform” means anything, his next shaft must fly much 

igher. 

In demonstrating the absurdity of a mere “ Catheter” drainage, 
it is not necessary to begin by proving that Ex-surgeon Ward is an 
ass. Men naturally turn to those resources with which, from ex- 

rience, they are best acquainted; and hence it is quite natural in 

r. Ward to think of “ drawing off” the sewage water of London 
by a “ small-pipe” project ; and, far from becoming what is called 
a “ dilettanti engineer” by so doing, we contend that he remains 
| strictly within the limits of his own profession. But the metro- 
| politan public has a right to know whether the present and future 
wants of the largest city in the world are likely to be permanently 
relieved by this temporary surgical expedient ; whether, in fact, 
Mr. Ward’s plan does not leave posterity to do all that we ought 
to do, and, in addition, throw upon it the labour of undoing his 
paltry, though expensive contrivance. Has no experience been 
gained in respect to gas mains and gasholders, which, by analogy, 
may be useful in this case? or must.the costly school which Ex- 
perience keeps be our only source of instruction? The gigantic 
sewers of Rome exist to this day, and may yet (when Popery is 
dead) supply the requirements of a larger city than they were 
originally meant for. Why, then, shall London be pipe-drained ? 
Can a sewer be too large, or can it be too well ventilated? As well 
to ask, can a washerwoman use too much clean water? Thorough 
ventilation is the very soul of sanitary drainage; and surely there 
can be no difficulty on the part of our eminent engineers in show- 
ing that, if our London sewers were all large enough to permit a 
Waggon to pass through them, they would only be the better 
adapted to our present and future wants. 

Of Mr. F. O. Ward we know quite sufficient to be aware that 
ihe is a mere “ cat’s-paw ” in the hands of a large and most mis- 
|chievous monkey, whose delight it is to pull down and derange 
the landmarks of our national industry. That monkey will speedily 
be caged and removed out of harm’s way; then will be the time 
ito effect the drainage of the metropolis upon sound principles, 
and in accordance with the growing wants of a population which, 
| though now but two and a half millions, will be twice that ere the 
|next fifty years pass over. Let us first remove the great obstacle— 
|the great intermeddler and foe to free industry; and this being 
| done, Mr. F. O. Ward, with his patent “clothes and other brushes,” 
his patent “candlesticks, and apparatus for candles, and rushlights,” 
-and his patent “‘ machinery and apparatus for working railway car- 
'riages,” will sink into a calibre much less than that of his very 
smallest glazed pipes, and pass away from public notice with the 
very sewage he so delighted to dabble in. At all events, of this 

we rest satisfied, that if Mr. Ward is able by superior influence 
(and it can only be by this) to hold his own against men of such 
reputation as Stephenson and Cubitt, he will not find it necessary 
\t0 notice the coarse personalities, or reply to the intemperate alle- 
‘gations, of an opponent like the author of “ Sanitary Reform.” In 
fact, the world of London has something to learn with respect to 
|Mr. Ward of more consequence than his surgical and engineering 
failures: it has to learn by what means he acquired the amazing 
‘influence he is found to possess in high quarters; and it has yet to 
‘inquire for what honest object this influence has been thus indi- 
|rectly transferred to one of whom, in the language of Norvel, we 
may say, “Nor alliance prompts, nor birth adorns,” and whose 
intellectual acquirements are certainly of the most mediocre stan- 
dard. If any person can enlighten the public on these points, he 
|will perform no common service. Meanwhile, the real substance 
\of the sanitary question remains exactly where it was—What is 
\the origin of disease? The dirty party and their adherents point 
_to the sewers; the no iess dirty nuisance-mongerers exclaim against 
disagreeable smells ; the vampire speculators turn with horror from 
ithe invisible and inodorous subtleties of intramural interment ; 
| whilst the archdeacon and his clerical confréres cast a complacent 
eye upon their snug vicarages (divided only by a thin wall from 
|the parish graveyard), and recal to mind that their past occupants 
| have invariably reached the full span allotted to humanity: they at 
least are consistent, and fear nothing from intramural interment. 

Again, we find that individuals debilitated by the cares and 








anxieties of a civic life, after trapping drains, and whitewashing 
with chlorine-water, and worrying doctors, apothecaries, and nurses | 
in abundance, at length betake themselves perhaps to Harrogate— 
“the town of stinks ”’—and there drink, and breathe, and bathe in | 
something fouler than any sewer, to the perfect restoration of their | 
broken health, and in direct contradiction of our great sanitary | 
theorists. What, then, is the origin of disease? Reader! select a 
poor old relative who seems rapidly tottering into his grave; then 
agree to pay him £30 a year for his life, and you will soon have | 
reason to bélieve that he has discovered the elizir vite. A fixed 
income and a quiet mind may set all the smells and sewers of | 
Christendom at defiance: the want of these will speedily render 
you an object of marked attention to the various vampire associa- | 
tions, and no mistake. 


Correspondence. | 
WATER-LINE INDICATORS FOR METERS. 
Str,—A patent has recently been specified, and a claim made, | 
for a water-line indicator, which was arranged and applied to | 
meters manufactured by myself for Messrs. Hulett and Co. three | 
years ago. The original article, with which I had nothing to do, | 
was patented by that firm, and consisted of a wire connected to 
the float, and passed through a vertical stuffing-box to the index | 
dial, upon which was shown the height of the water in the meter 
by a pointer attached to the end of the wire above the stuffing-box. | 
This arrangement being defective through the wire sticking in the | 
stuffing-box, and thus interfering with the action of the float, I 
attempted to improve the apparatus by cranking the wire so that it | 
could make a semi-rotatory motion through a horizontal stuffing- | 
box, which arrangement is now patented as an invention or im-| 
provement by Messrs. Smith and Taylor. As these gentlemen 
and others in the gas world may not be aware of this having been 
done, allow me, through the columns of the JourNau oF Gas 
LIGHTING, to draw their attention to the matter, as another in- 
stance, to be added to the many already pointed out by yourself, 
of old schemes being patented and repatented. | 
London, Dec. 7, 1855. W. J. Warner. | 


“ METERS, WET OR DRY.” | 

Sir,—In your November JourNaAL, there are two errors in the | 
letter I addressed to you under the above head, which please to | 
correct. For gas passing through the water read meter, and for, 
faults, in the last line but one, read facts, 
Gas Apparatus and Meter Works. Joun CHADWICK. | 
Westminster, Dec. 8, 1855. | 

| 

| 














Register of Pew Patents. 


1134.—Tuomas Piceorr, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 
manufacturer, for ‘* An tmprovement or improvements in telescope gas- 

holders.” Patent dated May 21, 1855. 
This invention consists in fixing or locking together the several | 
sliding parts of telescopic gasholders by self-acting mechanism—the 
mechanism so acting that when, by the filling of the gasholder, the | 
part last raised shall be fixed to the one raised next before it, and on | 
the sinking of the said gasholder, the several parts shall be detached | 
from one another in an order the inverse of that in which they were 
fastened together, and the parts be again capable of sliding into one 
another. 

The inventor claims as his invention—locking together and unlock- 
ing the separate parts or lifts of telescope gasholders, the said locking 
being effected on each of the said parts or lifts as the same is about to 
be raised from the tank, and effecting its fixed connection with the part |! 
which had previously been raised; and the said unlocking being 
effected in an inverse order to that of the locking—the said locking 
and unlocking being effected by mechanism brought into action by 
the motion of the gasholder. 


1166.—Wiu111am Smiru, of Snow Hill, in the City of London, and 

Natuaniex Fortesque Taytor, of Gloucester Terrace, Park Walk, 

Chelsea, gas engineers, for ‘‘ Improvements in meters for measuring 

gas and other fluids.’” Patent dated May 24, 1855. 

The improvements relate— } 

1. To forming the valves and valve-seats of meters for measuring || 
gas, so that each valve-cover in action has a partial rotary motion on 
its seat; and in forming the seat (for two measuring compartments | 
of the meter) with four passages or ways of two unequal sizes, Whilst 
each valve-cover is formed with two compartments and two blanks, 
the two compartments in the valve-cover correspond in dimensions 
with the two larger passages, and the two blanks with the two smaller 
passages of the valve-seat. Supposing the larger passages in the 
valve-seat to be those employed to conduct the gas to and from the 
valve, the two smaller passages will then be employed to conduct the 
gas to or from the measuring departments, and the valve, in its par- 
tial rotary motion, will alternately open those for the passage of the 
gas to and from the measuring compartments. 

2. To a mode of arranging an indicator for indicating the level of 
the water in water gas-meters. The end of a lever passes through a 
slit on the top of the float, or is otherwise connected to it; whilst the 
other end of the lever is attached to an axis, which axis also carries a 
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| the water in the meter. The axis of the lever arm and pointer is 


pointer, to indicate upon a scale any variation trom the mean level of 





supported in suitable bearings, and passes through an horizontal 
































stuffing-box, to prevent the escape of gas from the interior of the 
meter. 
3. The improvements relate to meters for measuring water or other 
fluids. In this case the valves are semi-rotary, and each admits the 
water or other fluid alternately to and from two measuring eompart- 
ments; and although only one pair of measuring compartments are 
shown, there are sometimes two valves and two pairs of measuring 
compartments employed 
e valve-covers are su;ported in chambers in connection with the 
pipe of supply, whereby the pressure of the fluid to be measured will 
tend to keep the valve-covers to their seats. 
Each valve-cover is formed with a passage through it for the supply, 
and with a chamber to conduct the fluid alternately from one or other 
measuring compartment through the passage in the valve-seat when 
measured. ‘The passages for the fluid away from the measuring part 
of the meter are all inclined upwards, to avoid accumulations of air. 
The partial rotation of the valve is obtained from the movement of 
the partitions or diaphragms between each pair of measuring chambers. 
The partitions and discs of the measuring compartment are formed 
of tinned iron, or other suitable metals; and the materials intended to 
be used for the flexible part of the measuring chambers may be any 
such, of a waterproof nature, suitable for the purpose. 
4, The improvements consist in forming the inlet and outlet pipes, 
with the screws and flanges thereof; as also the valve-box, with its 
parts, as applied to meters for measuring gas and other fluids of cast 
malleable iron, 
The elaim is for— 
1, The method of forming valves and valve-seats of gas-meters as 
explained. 
_ 2, The method of arranging apparatus for indicating the level water 
in water gas-meters as explained. 

3. The arranging and combining parts of meters for measuring water 
and other fluids as explained. 

4. For forming the inlet and outlet pipes with the serews and 
flanges thereof, as also the valve-box, with its parts, as applied to 
meters for measuring gas and other fluids of cast malleable iron. 


1211,—Bensamin Fattwoop, of 6, Kirby Street, East India Road, 

Poplar, in the co. of Middlesex, manufacturing chemist, for * Jm- 

provements in the purification of mineral, vegetable, and animal mat- 

ters containing oily, bitumincus, resi: » jacal, and aqueous 

= Provisional protection only obtained. Dated May 28, 
This invention relates to the puwification of such mineral, vegetable, 
and animal matters as contain oily, bituminous, resinous, ammonia- 
cal, and aqueous qualities, by certain chemical and mechanical means, 
in lieu of distillation, as ordinarily practised, in order to extract 
therefrom their rancid or empyreumatic qualities, and to separate the 
spirituous or oleaginous from the crude materials, and other compo~ 
nent parts. 

The chemical means which are employed for the above purpose 
are alum, alumina, or aluminous or argillaceous clays in connec- 
tion with soap-stones, ochres, or clayey oxides, or carbonates of 
magnesia or lime, or alum, alumina, or aluminous or argillaceous 
clays in connection with oxide of copper, oxide of iron, chloride of 
lime, potash, or alkaline or calcareous earths. The method of pro- 
ceeding for the purification of any of the. above-named matters is 
similar in all cases, For example:—To purify 100 gallons of turpen- 
tine, or crude mineral, or coal naphtha, about 25 pounds are taken of 
alumina, or aluminous or argillaceous clay, and agitated or mixed 
well therewith in a suitable vessel for about half an hour by any con- 
venient mechanical means; about 7 pounds of carbonate of lime, 
oxide of copper, or other material above specified, are then added. 
The mixture is then left to subside; after which the supernatent oil 
or spirit is drawn off into another vessel, and again treated in the 
same manner with the aluminous and alkaline materials. After the 
residuum has subsided, the oil or spirit is again drawn off, and passed 
through a filter containing any (or a mixture of any two or more) of 
the above-named materials. The purification is then complete, and 
the oil or spirit is fit for use. 








12256,—Errenne Jutzs Laronp and Count Louis ALFRED DE CHATAU- 

VILLARD, of Bclieville, near Paris, for ‘* Improvements in the pro- 

cesses of and apparatus for treating mineral, animal, and vegetable 

matters, for obtaining oils, essences, paraffine, and other similar pro- 

ducts.’” Patent dated May 29, 1855, 

The claim is for— 

1, The combination of apparatus and processes for the extraction 
from vegetable, mineral, and animal matters (and more particularly 
from turf) of primary products applicable to various useful purposes, 
as described. . 

2. The apparatus and processes for heating the said products, and 
obtaining therefrom rectified matters applicable more particularly to 
lighting and heating. 

3. The apparatus and processes for the distillation of mineral essen- 
tial and other oils. 

4, The apparatus for the rectification of light essences and spirits. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 


HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED INVENTIONS. 


| 2347.—Henry Grier, of Southampton Street, Westminster, manu- 
| facturer, for ‘An improvement in globes and shades for gas and other 
| lights.” Oct. 19, 1858. 

| 2432,—Atrrep Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. 
| Of Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for ‘‘ Improvements in the 
| manufacture of gas.’’ Oct. 81, 1855, 

| 2664.—To Cyprien Mantz Tess pv Moray, of Paris, for “Improve- 
ments in the manufacture of lubricating materials.’”’ Nov. 14, 1855. 
| 2602.—Winxiam Situ, of 10, Salisbury Street, Adelphi, civil en- 
| gineer, for ‘* Improvements in gas regulators.” Nov. 19, 1855. 

| ——— 

| 
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————§ 
NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PRO-)| 
CEED WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 1} 
2432.—ALrRED Vincent Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, mechanical | 
draughtsman, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas.” | 
Oct, 31, 1856, } 
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Legal intelligence. 





| 
VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT. | 
Mowpay, Nov. 19, 1856. |} 

(Before Vice-Chancellor Stewart.) 

DAWSON AND ANOTHER U, THE COMMEKCIAL GAS COMPANY, iH 

The plaintiffs in this case are the freeholders of the land upon! 
which the works of the British Gas Company, in Schoolhouse Lane, ! 
Ratcliff, were erected, and which, since the amalgamation with the 
Commercial Company, have been in the occupation of the latter com- || 
pany. The bill prayed that the defendants might be restrained from || 
removing, or allowing to be removed, or interfered with, the build-|| 
ings, erections, and apparatus thereon. } 

Mr. Matrys, with whom were Mr. Rocers and Mr. SMALt, a’ 
peared for the plaintiffs; Mr. Bacon and Mr. Baceattay for the 
defendants. 

Mr. Matins having read the notice of motion, the following dis- 
cussion took place :— 

Mr. Bacon: Shall we save the rights of both parties? This isa 
question which is properly for the hearing—as to the right of a tenant 
yo remove trade fixtures. The point involved is, what are trade 
fixtures? 

The Vice-CHancettor: It is a question of legal right, 

Mr. Bacon: A purely legal question. 

The Vice-Cuancettor: Is any action pending at law ? 

Mr. Maurys: No, sir. | 

Mr. Bacon: What has been done is this: The premises having 
been used for the purposes of a gas factory, gasometers and other 
tanks have been placed upon the premises; and the question is, 
whether the company have a right to remove them or not? Although | 
this is strictly an application to restrain waste, there is no danger, 
because, from the character of the defendants, the plaintiffs have 
every security. I am willing that the matter should be put in any 
mode of trial which my friends can suggest. | 

The Vice-CHancettor: Why cannot you have an action? || 

Mr. Mauins: I think there are materials enough. I am quite) 
willing so to arrange it as that we may see whether we can put it in| 
@ proper shape for trial. | 

Mr. Bacon: The gas company mean to do nothing that the law | 
does not allow them to do; and the question will be, what the law 
does allow? They have sold and removed some of these things, and 
the value can be brought again if that should be the ultimate deci- | 
sion. The gas company have ceased to earry on their business upon 
these premises, and it is impossible for anybody else to carry on that 
business there; therefore, for the plaintiffs’ own benefit, and in order 
to make the demised property available, these things must be removed. | 
If the company are bound to make compensation, they are able and 
would be willing, if that should be the judgment of the court. 

The Vicz-CuanceLLtor: What do you propose? 

Mr. Bacon: I propose no injunction for the present, and that the 
cause should be expedited, and as soon as possible brought on for 
hearing, when the leading question can be settled. } 

The Vicz-Cuancettor: Will not the injunction decide the only | 
question? If the plaintiffs are entitled to an injunction, that is the 
whole substantial relief. 

Mr, Bacon: There is a great deal more. \| 

Mr. Mains: I understand you to mean that inasmuch as there is |} 
no prospect of any other party carrying on gas-works on the property, || 
and it is not your intention to carry on gas- works there, these fittings i 
of gas-works must be sold. I am told there will be a difficulty in i 
our concurring in a sale, aH 

The Vice-Cuancettor: The adjudication of the court upon this || 
motion for an injunction would be a farce if you are going to sell. || 
It may be for the advantage of the parties to sell; but if you sell, the 
question between you must be settled upon some other form of 
record than this. | 

Mr, Bacon: The prayer of the bill is, that the defendants should 
specifically perform the several covenants and conditions of the, 
indenture of lease. One covenant is to restore the property. A 

The Vice-Cuancetior: It is a general prayer for the specific, 
performance of the covenants of the lease. il 

Mr. Bacon: One covenant is to restore the property. Now, if, 
your Honour should be of opinion that they were entitled to a decree 
for specific performance of the covenants, including the one in 
question, it would then be incumbent upon the gas company, if they | 
had removed anything comprehended in the deed, to pay the value 
of it. 

The Vicr-Cuancettor: Can you give me any precedent for the 
specific performance of a covenant of that kind? ; | 

Mr. Bacon: I am endeavouring to show your Honour that it can | 
answer no useful purpose to grant any injunction now; but, that full 
justice may be done between the parties whenever your Honour 
makes a decree. 

The Vice-Cuancettor : Give me a notion of the sort of decree 
that you think I can make at the hearing. ' 

Mr. Mazins: Your Honour would not compel the erection of 
buildings ; but when they are on a frechold, you would prevent their 
being removed? Whatever is put upon the freehold I am entitled to 
retain there. i 

The Vice-Cuancettor: You seem both agreed that there is an 
equitable question; therefore you can put that in a way of trial. — 

Mr. Bacon: I deny, of course, the plaintiffs’ equity ; but there is 4 





| 


















































“Dec. 10, 1835.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 


260 | 








legal question to be decided. We could, without the least difficulty, 
turn this record into a special case, to be decided by your Honour ; 
and if you should think fit to require the assistance of a common law 
judge, the question may be properly argued and satisfactorily decided 
in that way. An injunction, in the meantime, cannot answer any 
purpose. 

The Vice-Cuancettor: For me to make an order authorising a 
sale, is to put an extinguisher upon the whole thing. 

Mr. Bacon; The company are only removing what they have 
erected; and, I say, to prevent the removzi would only be to do mis- 
chief, and not good. If the plaintiffs have a right, they will have 
full compensation, for they cannot want the things themselves. If 
the property were put into the plaintiffs’ possession to-day, their first 
act would be to carry off the very things which I am selling and re- 
moving. They could not make any use of the property, without I 
am willing to come to any terms to secure to the plaintiffs all that 
they can be entitled to; but because the granting of an injunction 
would be inconvenient to everybody, and not less inconvenient to 
the plaintiffs than everybody else, I shall ask your Henour not to 
grant any injunction. 

The Vice-Cuancettor: Are you both agreed upon that? 

Mr. Mauins: I ask for an injunction, unless we can come to terms. 

Mr, Bacon: Then turn the matter into a special case. 

Mr. Matins: What is to be done in the meantime? 

The Vice-CuanceLtor: The sale puts an end to the specific relief 
|| sought, 

r. Mains: I am quite willing that we should take the money, as 
representing the things removed. 
he ‘Vice-Cuance.tor: Is not the best plan to take no order, but 
|| to turn the matter into a special case > 

Mr. Mains: If Mr. Bacon will give an undertaking not to remove 
the things in the meanwhile. 

Mr. Bacon: I will undertake to be answerable for compensation to 
any extent the court may direct. I cannot do more than that. The 
| facts are not in dispute. The fixtures are but few in number—such 
|| @ gasometers, retorts, and other things of that nature. 

| Mr. Maurns: I think, if we were to let the matter stand over till 
| Wednesday morning, we-shall be able to see whether we cannot agree 

upon some mode of settling it. 
| The Vice-Cuancettor: I think that is the best plan. 
|| The motion therefore stood over accordingly, and has not been fur- 
‘| ther proceeded with. It is understood that the matter has been 
‘| settled by the plaintiffs allowing the apparatus to be removed, and 

| the defendants undertaking to pay a moderate sum as compensation 

for some cottages, which have been pulled down to make room for a 
| part of the apparatus, 


COURT OF BANKRUPTCY. 
NoveMBER 30, 1855. 
IN RE ALEXANDER J, LESLIE. 
|| The bankrupt was described as a coal merchant and gas manufac- 
| turer, of Herne Bay, and Conduit Street, London. In March last 
there was a deficiency of £298. The total of debts and liabilities now 
| is £3886 (chiefly to insurance companies). The assets are £240. 
The assignees opposed. The bankrupt deposed that he made himself 
bankrupt on the 22nd October last, describing himself as a coal mer- 
| chant, &c. Previous to April last, and from the year 1843, he had 
managed his father’s business as tailor, in Conduit Street, with no 
particular salary, but he had gifts from his father. For the last four 
; years he had managed the entire business, but accounted for all 
| moneys to his father, and gave receipts in his father’s name. He 
| may have given receipts in his own name, and has said that the 
| business was his conditionally, viz., that he would subject himself to 
no debts of any description; but he had contracted £700 debts 
| before April last, to unsecured creditors. In last October he bor- 
| rowed £1000 from the Travellers’ and Marine Insurance Company, of 
| which he only received £700. Mr. Chappell got the remainder. Mr. 
| Chappell told him that he had a new society established, and that 
bankrupt could have a loan of as much as he liked. He gave a 
| written order to Mr. Chappell for the £1000, and does not know 
| what became of the residue of the £700. He believes that £160 was 
| paid on a 60 or 70 per cent. bill to Mr. Chappell. Other £10 was 
| taken by Mr. Chappell as his fee for his trouble in getting the money, 
| The arrangement was, that his brother Frederick was to have three- 
| fifths, and deponent two-fifths of the loan. Deponent’s proposal for 
| the loan said it was required for the ‘‘ extension of business.’ Mr. 
|| Chappell wrote the proposal, and deponent signed it, ‘The pro- 
|| posal said that bankrupt had been in business five years. He had 
||not been in business up to that time. The statements in the pro- 
| posal were incorrect; they were made at the instigation of Mr. 
|| Chappell. One of the sureties was Mr. Wm. Aspinall. Aspinall was to 
||receive £198 out of theloan. Mr, George Owen was another surety, 
|| He was put in as “¢a man of straw,” to make up the third surety. 
|| Owen has since become insolvent. Bankrupt had several dealings 
} with Mr. Owen, and is now liable to £390 on Owen's account. Bank- 
I rupt’s brother Frederick was the third surety, Frederick was to have 
\ been the borrower, but having been previously engaged in a similac 
\|affair, bankrupt’s name was putin, T'rederick is in insolvent cireum- 
stances. It was from Frederick that bankrupt got the business in 
|Herne Bay. When filling up the proposal, bankrupt told Chappell 
|that he was not in that business at all, and Chappell said, ** Oh, 
{never mind.”” In July last he offered to give Mr. Salter security on 
| the book debts of the tailoring business, in lieu of £600 worth of bills 
which Mr, Salter held. He did not tell Mr. Salter that he wanted 
the advance because his customers were out of town, and he could 
not get in the debts, He did not tell his father of the proposal. He 
did not know that his own name, and not his father’s, appears as owner 
|of the business in Conduit Street, in the Post Office Directory. (The 
| Directory is produced.] Bankrupt swears it was put in without his 
knowledge. He never saw it till now. He has given bonds to various 




















loans and insurance companies. He received £200 from the 'l'rafalzar, 
now the Unity. He first began to borrow in order to pay his brother 
George’s losses at ‘‘ chicken hazard,’’ which was played at Mr. Chap- 
pell’s. His liabilities to the Gresham are £150, and £582 to the 
English and Scottish Law Life. He got none of that money. It was 
for George, who was continually playing at “ chicken hazard.”” He 
lost £400 at bowls one Sunday morning. Bankrupt got £500 of the 
£1600 obtained from the Trafalgar. He got none of the £400 obt:ined 
from the Travellers’, He owes his father £100 on a bill, which his 
father discharged. He lives with his father, who maintained him all 
along, and he always denied to his father that he had any bills out, 
because it was on condition of having no bills out that he was to have 
the business; and if he could have had it, he would have paid every- 
body. Mr. Chappell was his solicitor during the time. He avivived 
with no one else. Bankrupt’s father also carries on the gas-burner 
manufactory. 

Mr. John Leslie (father of the bankrupt) said that the tailoring 
business was entirely his. His son superintended it for him, and had 
no regular salary, but might receive about £120 a year. He asked for 
money when he wanted it, Witness never gave up the business to 
him, nor did he know that his son’s name was in the Directory. 

The case was adjourned for two months, for additional accounts to | 
be furnished, 


NEWPORT (MON.) POLICE COURT. 
Tuurspay, Nov. 22, 1855. 
ILLEGALLY USING GAS. 
Magistrates present: J. N. Knarr, Esq., Mayor, Wm. Evans, Esq., 
and R. F. Woouertt, Esq. | 

Mr. John Clarke, plumber and glazier, and Mr, Thomas, a professional 
gentleman who occupies an office in the premises of Mr, Clarke, were 
charged with having “ laid, and caused to be laid, a gas pipe, which 
they attached to a certain pipe belonging to the Newport Gas Com- 
pany, without the consent of the said company, and through which 
they were consuming gas, the property of the company, without their 
consent,” 

Mr. R, J. Catucart opened the case, and showed the necessity for 
proceeding with the present charge. 

Mr. Kessick said there had been a similar case before the magis- 
trates at Norwich, in which the party offending was sentenced to 
twelve months’ imprisonment. 

Mr. Carucarr said the company felt compelled to bring Mr. Clarke 
before the bench; but, in the case of Mr. Thomas, who, however, 
might be shown to be aware of the illegality of Mr. Clarke’s proceed- 
ing, there might not be sufficient evidence to connect him with the 
case criminally. 

Mr. Edward Wheeler Nobbs, assistant to Mr. Thomas, architect, was 
called upon, but before being sworn, asked if he was to be paid. 

The Bencu required him first tobe sworn. On taking the oxth, he 
said gas had been introduced into Mr. Thomas’s office recently, and 
burned during the month of November. The connection with the 
gas fittings in the office and the pipe was cut off last summer. He 
said he had applied to Mr, Clarke to have the gas turned on, as the 











winter was approaching. He did not know that Mr. Thomas was 
aware of the connection being cut off. Mr, Clarke told witness the 
meter had been taken away, and he judged that the connection had | 
been cut off. Hesaid he would send for the meter immediately ; and, 
a few nights after, witness found the gas turned on, but did not know 
how or by whom the gas was again laid on, as that was no business of 
his, Saw Mr. Bryan, secretary of the Gas Company, on Saturday, || 
the 17th, at the office, when Mr, B. took a great interest in the gas | 
burning, and did afterwards say, he considered Mr. Clarke had com- | 
mitted a criminal act in connecting the gas without ameter. Was |! 
with Mr. Thomas when the gas was cut off in May last, and knew it; 1} 
but did not know that Mr. ‘Thomas was aware of it. Knew it him- || 
self through Mr. Clarke, as he lodged in the house. When gas was | 
wanted, witness did tell Mr, Thomas the gas was cut off, and therelore i 
Mr. Thomas must have understood it. 

To Mr. Thomas: Did not suppose you were aware there was no | 
meter; and never heard you talk with Mr, Clarke atall on the subject. |} 

Mr. Thomas, in reply to the Bench, said he paid Mr, Clarke so much |} 
per year for the gas, which might be cut off, and returned a d zen || 
times, without his knowing how or why. | 

Mr, Bryan, sworn, said the gas was cut off from from Mr. Clarke’s 
premises, under the powers of the act of Parliament, because he was 
in arrears, : 

Mr. Clarke : It was only the last quarter that was due. I} 

Mr. Bryan: He expressed himseli indifferent as to the gas be ing || 
eut off, as the summer was coming on. ‘The company had not since | 
authorised Mr, Clarke to connect the gas again; and he was refused | 
because he was still in arrears. On the 8th of this month, witn« | 





| 
| 





saw agaslight burning in Mr, Thomas’s room ; and on communicating 
this to the directors, was ordered to take the necessary proceedings. 
He saw the gas burning in the oifice two or three times afterwaras, || 
and on Saturday night last, went there and saw the gas burning || 
again. Saw Mr. Nobbs there, Went down stairs, and examining | 
the service pipe and Mr, Ciarke’s fittings, he found the connection | 
made so clumsily by a piece of rag bound round the pipe, that on 
applying a light it ignited the gas. The gas-fitter was present, and | 
saw this. Mr. Clarke told witness he had done this himself. 

To Mr. Thomas: You were never on our books, 

Mr, Carucart: I think it is but fair to Mr. ‘Thomas, after the evi- 
dence of Mr, Nobbs, to admit that there is no case whatever against 
him, 

Mr, Thomas: That is quite sufficient, Mr. Cathcart. 

‘The Bencu said they were also of opinion that there was no case 
against Mr. Thomas. 

Mr, Catucart: We thought it necessary to include Mr, Thomas, 
as he was the corisumer of the gas illegally taken. 

Mr. Ciarxe then addressed the bench in his own behalf; and Mr. 
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Mr. Carucarr said it really amounted to an admission of consuming 
the gas without paying for it. . 

Mr, Crarxe said the gas was burning but a short time, and not 
with any intent to defraud, He had frequently required that the 
meter should be returned, that he might have the gas again. 

The Bencu said the case was very clear and plain; and they had 
no power to mitigate the penalty for the offence, which was a highly 
improper one. The penalty would be £5, and 15s, costs. 

fr, Cuanke hoped Mr. Cathcart would not press the penalty. 

Mr. Catucarr said the company pressed the case, but would not 
press the 40s. penalty for each time of using the gas. Neither Mr. 
Bryan nor himself wished individually to press the case; but the 
directors had compelled the case to be proceeded with, and pressed. 


Miscellaneous News, 


THE AUTHORITIES OF ST. MARYLEBONE AND 
THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY. 


THE LIGHTING OF THE PARISH. 
At the last sitting of the Old Vestry of St. Marylebone, held at the 











| Court-house on Saturday, Nov. 10, Wixt1am Fiexp, Esq., church- 
| warden, in the chair, 

Mr. GREENWELL, the vestry clerk, said, in obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the vestry, he had obtained the services of Dr, Letheby to 
test the quantity and quality of the gas supplied to the public lights 
of that parish by the Imperial Company, and he had now to lay before 
| the vestry Dr. Letheby’s report. It was as follows :— 


Court House, St. Marylebone, Nov. 15, 1855. 
The vestry clerk having been directed to take means to test the quantity and 
quality of the gas supplied in the St. John’s Wood and other districts of the parish, 
| begs to report that he has consulted Dr. Letheby, professor of chemistry, on the 
| subject, from whom he has received the following communication :— 


; “Report onthe Quantity and Illuminating Power of the Gas supplied to the 
} Public Lamps in the Parish of St. Marylebone. 

| On the 24th of October last, at the request of Mr. Greenwell, I undertook an ex- 
{ amination of the gas supplied by the Imperial Gas Company to the public lamps in 
| the above-named parish; and as the supply was derived from two sources, namely, 
the works of the company at Fulham, and those of the company at Battle Bridge, I 
considered it necessary that the experiments should be conducted in two places, 
namely, at the court-house, in St. Marylebone Lane, Oxford Street, and at the 
ero stone-yard, in the Grove Road, St. John’s Wood. The following are the 
results :— : 





“1, In respect of Illuminating Power. 

“ To determine this point with accuracy, I adopted the plan recommended in the 
23rd section of the act of Parliament of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company 
(14 and 15 Vict., c. 69). The words of that section are, ‘ That all the gas supplied 

wy the company shall be of such quality as to produce from an argand burner, having 
| 1) holes and a seven-inch chimney, and consuming 5 cubic feet of gas per hour, a 
light equal inintensity to the light produced by 12 wax candles of 6 in the pound, 
burning 120 grains per hour.’ Iam informed that this is the standard which is 
adopted in the act of Parliament of the Imperial Company. 

** When tested in this manner, the gas supplied to the court-house had an illumi- 
| nating power of from 11°16 sperm candles, or 12°75 wax, to 13°16 sperm, or 15°05 wax; 
| eo that in the former case it was 6°25 per cent. greater than that of the act of Parlia- 
' ment standard, and in the latter about 25 per cent. greater. That supplied to the 
stone-yard varied from 12°4 sperm, or 14°17 wax, to 13°5 sperm, or 15°41 wax. These 
amounts indicate a range of from 18 to 29 per cent. above the act of Parliament 
standard. ‘he details of all these experiments will be found in the appendix. 


“2. In respect of the Quantity delivered per Hour to the Public Lamps. 

“ The solution of this question was sought for in two ways: Ist, by having experi- 
| ments made at the lamps themselves, as the gas was actually being consumed; and 
2nd, by having a number of the burners taken from the street lamps, and tested 
with the full pressure of the gas as it is delivered in the two districts. The follow- 
ing are the results :— 

“ In the first place, 27 experiments were made to ascertain the rate at which the 
gas was burning at the lamps themselves. These experiments were conducted on 
| the evenings of the 5th and 8th of November, between the hours of half-past six 
and half-past nine o’clock ; they extended over the large area of Manchester Street, 
Broadley Terrace, Townsend Road, Acacia Road, Finchley Road, St. John’s Wood 
Road, Henrietta Street, Wimpole Street, Upper Wimpole Street, York Street, and 
| the Alpha Road, In some cases the lamps were chosen because of the bad appear- 
| ance of the light ; in others, because of its bright appearance ; in others there was 

a selection of average lights; and, lastly, in some streets the Jamps were taken in 
numerical order, as alternately, or every 3rd or 6th light. The particulars of the 
result are given in the appendix, and the following is a general statement of them: 

“ The quantity of gas passing the jet varied from 24 to 6 cubic feet per hour; and 
the average of the whole 27 experiments indicated a rate of delivery equal to 3:86 
cubic feet per hour; that is, just 3$ per cent. less than the contract quantity of 4 
cubic feet per hour. 

“The experiments, which were made with the burners themselves, showed that 
the rate of delivery was very different in the two districts, on account of the great 
difference in the pressure of the gas; for example, at the stone-yard, St. John’s 
Wood, where the average pressure at the time of the experiments was nearly 2 
inches of water, the rate of delivery varied from 4°4 cubic feet per hour to 6°; while 
at the court-house in St. Marylebone Lane, where the average pressure was a little 
less than l inch of water, the rate of delivery was from 2°8 cubic feet per hour to 4°]. 

“ The results, therefore, of all these experiments are, that, while the illuminating 
power of the gas is fully equal to the contract standard, the quantity delivered to 
the.street lamps is less than 4 cubic feet per hour. In fact, with the pressure which 
is Used in the district of the court-house, the burners will not deliver that quantity 
per hour, even if the tap be turned full on—a circumstance which is rarely observed 


in the street lamps. “Henry Letuepy, M.B. 
“ Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology in the 
Medical College of the London Hospital, and 
Chemical Referee, and Officer of Health to the 
City of London. 
* Laboratory, London Hospital College, Nov. 10, 1855,” 


APPENDIX. 


| © Table of the Illuminating Power and Pressure of the Gas supplied to the Court 
| House, St. Marylebone, as tested with an Argand Burner of 15 Holes, consuming 
5 Cubic Feet per Hour:— 














Tiluminating —_Illuminating 

Date, PowerinSperm Power in Wax Pressure 

1855 Time of Day. Candles of Candles of in Inches 

—_ 20 Grs. 120 Grs, of Water. 
OSeteber FO 6... BS PMbe ccccccge se BUD 66.008 0c0s BUD vicecccc ce’ OC 
* 31 .c0e & wp cecccescce 18°93 coccee 14°77 cocccccess I'l 
November 1 .... 6 ,, 2 ae asec, AED wccecesecs AD 
| a S coe Dd. op BEES -ccescave se) SOUR secccesses OD 
= o vice Se OU ba veeevee 0 BBW 2. ccccccce OF 
an 5. 27 » BSGS 6.6 ccccce TOES 5. c0sc0ce 08 
AVOrEZE 000 cc ceccee cove cosets cone IVE cc cvecccce L4O1 2... ccccce OD 


“ Table of the Illuminating Power of the Gas supplied _ the Stone Yard, in the 





Grove Road, St. John’s Wood, tested as above :— 
IMlaminating Illuminating 

PowerinSperm Power in Wax Pressure 
Darts. Time of Day. Candles of Candles of in Inches 
120 Grs. 120 Grs. of Water. 

November 5 wee 6 P.M. soccceccee L2OL coeeceecee 14°75 .eccceceee 1S 

” ecee oe ccccccccce BSED cece ccccce LOT secccccece 1S 

” T cece Tice: s00ccccces: MEE cocgeosece BEET cccccceses SE 

” B once AF op  covveeseee 13°27... o 15°16 ....-ceree 18 


AVOTABE 000000 cccccccccccveccccccs ISED cece cece ce 14°%S soccccccee 1° 


” cove OF 65 1541 .....e000 20 


General average of the gas at the two 
places ech a adadoates 1D57 ceccccccce 14ST sccccccese 1S 
“ Table of the Consumption of the Burners taken from the Street Lamps, and 
Tested full on at the Pressures at the Stone Yard and at the Court House :— 
Consumpt. per Hour Consumpt. per Hour | 
at Stone Yard. at Court House. 
Pressure at 2°0 In. Pressure of 0-9 Ins 


Places were the Burners were 
taken from the Lamps. 






Cub. Ft. Cub. Ft. 
1, Wyndham Place .....ssceccsecsccsecss SD secescecseceee 38 
2. Corner of Wyndham Place and “7 sggabs 36 
Bryanstone Square covceoce coe eecece 

3. Bryanstone Square....sesesesees BO swendeestccces OE 

. ” ” Prererrrrrr irr 3 re 
5. 1, Upper George Street.... .... coe 6 i 
6. 15, Montague Street .....scccsesesse sees 52 39 
7. 11, Upper Berkeley Street ........0+0++ 4°5 36 
8. 24, New Quebec Street........ceeceseeee 4°4 28 
9. 7, Upper Seymour Street ........cceeees 45 seecccscccsece 33 
10, 30, Portman Square ......secsecceeeeees 4°5 ceseeecrsceeee 34 
11. 10, Lower Seymour Street ......cccceers 5D cccccccceereee 3°6 
12. 31, Duke Street, Manchester Square .... 6° sesssseererese 40 
13, 20, St. John’s Wood Road ....sccccsecee —  seeeeeeceeseee ST 
14. Corner ey Baker Street...ccccscess — seseeesecseees ST 
15. Park Road, by South Bank.....cseeeccee GO sescceseceseee 4°0 
16. In Hinde Street, opposite chapel ........ 4°5 seeccsesseeee. SL 
17. Seymour Place, by Allen’s riding-school,. — sececeeeseseee 34 


Average consumption per hour ....sseecess 24°F eecceeeecceees ST 
“‘ Table of the Consumption of the Lamps, as they were actually burning on the 
Evening of Nov. 5, between the hours of half-past six and half-past nine. 
Hourly Consumption. 
Cub. Ft. 
1, Manchester Square, opposite Manchester Street ............ 3 
> 18, Manchester Street ....ccceseseccesssseeces sesesecs seen 
4. 
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* is 
dor, 
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General average ....0000 cece scccce acces. os ccscccccccccssccccce S17 
“Table of the actual Consumption of the Lamps, as they were burning in the 
undermentioned places on the evening of Nov. 8, from seven to nine o’clock. 
Hourly a 

ub. Ft. 



















F 
1, Corner of Henrietta Street, Marylebone Lane .. 2°75 
2. Wimpole Street, every 6th light, _ eseee = 
“eter : commer of Queen Ane Street 425 
5. ae - 0. BP cccgoccccccccccococs SOO 
6. ed ‘i. No. 50 ...... 06. coccee OOO 
7. 21, Upper Wimpole Street ....ccccseressssssees coseee OO 
& > York Street, Portman Square «00.10. cose ccececcsee sees y+ 4 
10. Alpha Road, Ist lamp, south side .. aides ee : ee od i ve 3) 295 
ll. e 1st lamp, north side............+ iccems re 
12. eo 2nd lamp, south side,........+. «ee. Bad, but door fast 
13. os 2nd lamp, north side......... aseseen ee 
14. pe 3rd lamp, south side... ........0. coscececce & 
15. » The same lamp turned full on ........0...++.. 3°75 4 
Remainder of Alpha Road......sssesseeceseccoeceeesese Bad, like preceding 
General average .......ss000: 3°55 
Average of preceding table .. 417 
Ti2 
Average of all the 27 experiments........c0sesceescscceeseese cs 3°86 


The vestry clerk recommends that for the future an experimental meter be 
placed in the hall of the court-house, whereby it mayjbe seen, from the revolution of 
the index, in one minute, the rate of gas consumed per hour by the light at the door ; 
and, by attaching an instrument to such light, it may be kept at an invariable 
limit of 4 feet perhour. By this means, the description of light actually contracted 


arish. 
St. Marylebone, Nov, 10, 1855. ; : 
At the vestry, resolved, “ That the above report be printed for the information of 
the vestry.” W. Frxvp, Chairman. 
Dr. Garrop Ditton said, although the present vestry of St. Mary- 
lebone was about to cease to exist, he thought that this most useful 
and valuable report ought to be handed down to their successors. 
(Hear.) It would be the new vestry under the Metropolis Local 
Management Act who would have to deal with this important ques- 
tion, and therefore they should be furnished with all the statistics 
and details which that report contained. He had much pleasure in 
moving that the report just read be received and adopted, and that it 
be printed and circulated for the use of the members of the new 
vestry to be elected under the provisions of the Metropolis Local 
Management Act. 
Mr. WincrFrre.p begged to second the resolution. : 
Mr. Broveuton (the police magistrate) said he agreed that this 
was a most valuable report, and that it ought to be transmitted to the 
successors of the present vestry. He felt a very great degree of in- 
terest in this subject, because, from the great degree of darkness 
which prevailed throughout Marylebone, as compared with other and 
adjoining parishes, there could be no doubt in the mind of any one 
but that the gaslights were very inferior in some way; and it was his 
own impression—and not only himself, but friends of his, had been 
led to suppose—that the quality of the gas was at fault. Dr. Letheby, 


GREENWELL, Vestry Clerk. 





however, in his valuable report, had completely set the subject at 
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rest upon that point; and it turned out that the quality had nothing 
to do with the matter, except that it was superior to the standard 
uality; and that the point in question was solely as to whether the 
perial Company supplied the parish with the quantity per light for 
which they pa sre bean (Hear.) 

. Fitmer said he was exceedingly glad that the vestry seemed 
disposed to receive and adopt this excellent report, because, as the 
individual who moved that Mr. Greenwell be instructed to take steps 
for ascertaining the actual quantity and quality of the gas consumed, 
and to employ scientific aid for the purpose, it exonerated him from 
all blame. 

Mr, Wuirmore agreed with his friend Mr. Filmer, that it was due 
to the parish as well as the company that this investigation should 
have taken place. He would be the last person to support a public 
company in any delinquency ; and if it was found out that such had 
been the case, they ought to be visited with that opprobrium which 
such conduct merited. It had been asserted that, so far from the 
— of Marylebone not receiving the supp!y of gas to each public 

amp for which they contracted, they received positively more— 
that they received, in fact, a larger supply than that for which they 
contracted, With reference to the supply, it would appear from Dr. 
Letheby’s report, that it was 3°86, which would bring the actual 
supply, on the average, to each burner to 3 feet and {ths, and not 
to only 3} feet, as stated by his friend Mr. Filmer. It was, therefore, 
due in justice to the company, leaving out altogether the question of 
illuminating power, to state, that it only required one-eighth more to 
complete their contract. The real truth why the guslights of the 
— of Marylebone appeared so bad was, that people were in the 

abit of making comparisons between them and other lights in the 
vicinity; forgetting at the time, that whilst the contract was that 
the Marylebone lights were only to burn 4 cubic feet of gas per 
hour, the burners in other localities burnt 6 and even 7 feet of 
gas per hour. He believed that in the contract in the Regent’s Park 
and the Finchley Road, the lamps had burners which consumed 6 
feet of gas per hour; and, therefore, it was not altogether fair to 
draw a comparison between the Marylebone lamps, which only burnt 
4 feet per hour, and those he had referred to. (Hear.) 

Mr. Burpen said: As was stated by Mr. Wingfield, there was a 
report presented some time ago, which proved that the parish had 
not its proper supply of gas. He considered that the report which 
had been made by Dr. Letheby fully proved his case, which he had 
brought before the vestry from time to time. They were told re- 
peatedly that the company supplied more gas than they were paid 
for; and when he (Mr. Burden) undertook to prove that such was 
not the case, he was laughed at; but he was sure the result would be 
as he had stated. He repeated what he had before stated, namely, 
that in the neighbourhood of St. John’s Wood, a number of lamps 
were either put out after they were lighted, or they were not lighted 
at all; and whether it was from negligence or otherwise, it was a 
great saving to the company, and a great loss to the parish, for which 
the company ought to be held responsible. He was passing down 
Henry Street, Portland Town, last Monday week, at seven o’clock, 
and there were lamps there not lighted at all. 

Mr. Novzs said he had often been inclined to bring this subject be- 
fore the board, and it was with a great deal of pain he felt bound to 
confirm the statements which had been made by Mr. Burden. His 
own belief was, that, although the gas-burners in the St. John’s Wood 
district might be capable of giving 4 feet, or even more than that, per 
hour consumption, still that the taps were never sufficiently turned on 
to permit of that amount of gas escaping. 

Mr. Soven said he differed with some of their friends as to a 4-feet 
burner being a good light. He was one of those who did not think 
it was a sufficient light for public street-lamps. If they had a 5-feet 
burner he thought there would be more general satisfaction given to 
all parties. (Hear.) 

[At this moment the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor (Mr. Al- 
derman Salomons) entered the court-house, and the proceedings 
were stopped for a few seconds by the general applause with which 
his lordship was greeted. } 

Mr. Bripeman said he was surprised as well as sorry to find from 
the report which had been presented any deficiency in the supply of 
gas by the Imperial Company. He had been only desirous that the 
vestry should deal with the company in a fair and honourable manner ; 
and whatever might have been his previous convictions upon the sub- 
ject, they would never find in him a party supporting a public 
body, or any one else, who were proved guilty, in the slightest degree, 
of unfairness in trade. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Bridgman) now found 
that the company had not carried out their contract; and if Mr. 
Burden, or any one else, thought proper to move for penalties being 
enforced under the contract, and a clear case were proved, he (Mr, 
Bridgman) should not hesitate to support it. Mr. Burden had con- 
fined his remarks to the deficiency in light at St. John’s Wood; and 
although it was true that Mr. Wingfield had referred to other parts of 
the parish, and that Dr. Letheby had shown there was a deficiency 
in the supply—still the deficiency, as proved, was so very small, that 
it was doubtful whether there was any intention on the part of the 
company to cheat the parish, more especially when it was to be taken 
into consideration that the illuminating power of the gas was found 
to be so much superior by Dr. Letheby than it was anticipated it 
would have been found to have been. While, therefore, he (Mr. 
Bridgman) was fully prepared to compel the company to abide by the 
letter of their contract, he thought it would be only an act of common 
fairness that the Imperial Company should, before any steps were 
taken, have a copy of Dr. Letheby’s report furnished to them. (Hear.) 

Mr, Jacos Bett said, the Imperial Company certainly could have 
very little to complain of in the valuable and elaborate report of Dr. 
Letheby. He thought the result of the experiments proved the gas 
much better than they had expected to find it. He was bound tocon- 
fess that there had certainly been an improvement in the lights during 
the last fortnight. He was not aware whether that circumstance had 











arisen from an extra pressure being put on tothe gas supplied through- 
out the parish. He did not for one moment say that such had been | 
the case; but, assuming that the company might by any means have | 
become aware of these experiments going on, it might have been 
worth their while to have done so. 

Mr. Fitmer said he was desirous of correcting the error into which 
he had fallen in stating that the av loss to the parish was six 
inches of gas each light per hour. He believed Mr. Whitmore’s 
statement to be the correct one. 

The Right Honourable the Lorp Mayor regretted that he had not, 
been present to hear the whole of the discussion upon this important | 
and interesting question. His own opinion was, that the present mode | 
of lighting the metropolis was a fundamental error, in having the gas- | 
posts in all parts set up too high. If they put a chandelier in a room | 
up too high, what was the result? why, it Fighted the ceiling and not, 
the apartment. If they walked down Oxford Street or Regent Street, 
or any of the great public thoroughfares, of an evening, they must all 
pecreive the advantages of having the illuminating powers of the gas | 
so low that not only the shop windows but the pavements and) 
streets were beautifully lighted. Let them contrast the appearance 
of the public thoroughfares on a week-day with their gloomy appear- 
ance on Sunday evenings, and it would at once be seen that the public 
street-lamps were too high. This was particularly observable in 
Marylebone, where the lamps were costae not of that high illumi- | 
nating power which was found to be the case in other districts. He) 
thought, if the street-lamps were made lower all over London, very 
great advantages would result from the change. 

The Cuarrman said he would take the liberty of reminding the) 
Lord Mayor that the object of placing the lamps as high as they were 
at present in the public streets was, to keep them out of mischief. | 
(Hear, hear.) | 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously, and the old 
vestry under Hobhouse’s Act, at its rising, became dissolved. 








MeeTinc or THE New MaryLesone MounicipaL Council UNDER 
THE Merrorotis ManaGeMENT Act, Nov. 17, 1855. 

Mr. Greenwe. (the vestry clerk) said he had to notify to the 
newly elected board, that the contract between the old vestry and the 
Imperial Gas Company expired on the 31st of December next. | 

Mr. Winorietp: I beg to give notice that I shall move for a com- | 
mittee before we enter into any fresh contract with the Imperial 
Company. } 

Mr. Greenwett said he had a letter to read from Mr. Alexander 
Henry, the secretary of the company, in reference to the new con-| 
tract; as also a communication from the company in reply to the 
report of Dr. Letheby as to the quantity and quality of the gas sup-' 
plied to the public lamps. Mr. Greenwell then read the letter as to) 
the renewal of the contract, which was to the effect, that although the | 
vestry had failed to give to the Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company | 
three months’ notice, in pursuance of their terms of agreement, that 
it was their intention to renew the contract with the company for light- | 
ing the parish for another three years; still that the company had no}! 
desire to take advantage of the omission, but were ready, notwith- | 
standing the great rise in the price of coals, iron, and other materials, 
to tender for the lighting of the public street-lamps of St. Marylebone | 
for three years, upon the same terms and conditions as their present 
contract, which would expire on the 31st of December next ensuing. | 

Mr. Josep Birp: What are those terms and conditions? 

Mr. GreenweEL: To light the public street-lamps at £3. 11s. per! 
lamp per annum, less 6 per cent. | 

r. Brrp: I believe there is no other company tendering or likely ' 
to tender. Is it so? 

Mr. Greenwett: No, not that I am aware of. 

Mr. Brnp: Then there is no other course open to us but to accept 
the tender of the Imperial Company. I will move that the tender be 
accepted, and that a contract be drawn up for the company to supply 
the parish gas at the same price. 

Mr. Winerretp hoped that Mr. Bird would not persevere with that 
motion, as he had already stated that he should move a committee | 
upon this subject. He thought that the matter ought to be con- | 
sidered, and that some stringent clause should be placed in any new 
contract that was entered into to compel the company, if possible, 
not only to give gas of good quality, but also the quantity for which | 
the contract was made. He now begged leave to move for a com- | 
mittee to consider the terms of any new contract which might be en- | 
tered into between the vestry and the Imperial Gas Company from | 
and after the 31st of December next. 

Mr. Hopges said he begged to second this resolution, because he 
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was perfectly convinced that a committee should sit and make some 
investigation before the vestry entered into this new contract with | 
the company for another three years. The report which had been | 
read at the last sitting of the old vestry, and which had been circu- | 
lated amongst the members of that, the new board under the Local | 
Management Act, distinctly proved that there was a deficiency in the | 
quantity of the gas supplied under the existing contract; but, whilst | 
that fact was admitted and proved, there was nothing said in the re- 
port which had been presented as to penalties for which the company | 
were liable on account of such deficiency. He therefore certainly | 
thought, before they entered into any new contract, that the report 
which had been presented should be taken into serious consideration, 
and that something should be done to secure the parish against any | 
future defalcations in the amount. of gas for which they paid. The, 
whole subject of the report of Dr. Letheby should also be referred to, 
this committee. : 
Mr. Josrrx Brrp said he believed that Mr. Greenwell had received | 
an answer to that report from the directors of the company ; and, if | 
that were the case, the answer of the company ought to be referred | 
also to the same committee. If that was done, he had no objection | 
to waive his motion, that the necessary steps be taken for the renewal | 
of the present contract. 
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Mr. Hopes had no objection to such a course. He was quite 
satisfied, from what had taken place in former vestries of which he 
was a member, and from his own observation, that there had been a 
great deficiency in the supply of gas to that parish; and he was one 
of those who thought that the late vestry ought not to have allowed 
this company, as they had done some time ago, to go to Parliament 
for extended powers without securing some greater advantages than 
they had at present, not only for the parish, but for the private 
consumers, 

Mr. D’Irranorr, §un., said, some three years and a half ago, before 
he retired from the old vestry (laughter), there was then an outcry 
about the deficiency of the gas supplied to the public lights, which 
was 80 palpable, that a committee was appointed upon the subject; 
but, somehow or the other, that committee got shelved, and no action 
was taken in the matter. 

The resolution for the committee was here put and carried. 

Mr. Bixp said, if the vestry clerk had any reply from the Imperial 
Company to the report of Dr. Letheby, he would move that it be 
read; and, in that case, he begged to withdraw the motion he made 





the Imperial Company. 
The motion, to read the communication from the Imperial Company, 
was seconded, and having been carried— 
Mr. GreenweLt read the document which was addressed to him, 
ang clerk, for the purpose of being laid before the vestry, as 
WS i— 


“* Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company. Office, No. 33, 
John Street, Bedford Row, Senton. Nov. 16, 1855. 

“ Dear Sir,—I beg to thank you for the copy of Dr. Letheby’s report on the 
quantity and illuminating power of the gas supplied to the public lamps in the 
parish of St. Marylebone. 

** Having laid the same before the directors, I am desired to express their regret 
that the vestry of St. Marylebone should have sanctioned these ex parte experiments, 
without giving any of the officers of the company an opportunity of seeing that they 
were properly made. 

** It must be quite apparent to the vestry, that the company have always been 
desirous of doing more than their act of Parliament requires, as the illuminating 
power of the gas is declared by Dr. Letheby to range from 18 to 29 per cent. above 
the act of Parliament standard, whilst the quantity is stated to be only 3 per cent. 
below the 4 feet contracted for. 

“ The loss to the company by supplying gas throughout their extensive district, 
of 22 per cent. liigher illuminating power than they are required to do, must 
necessarily be twentyfold greater than any gain they could make by supplying 3} 
per cent. short of the stipulated quantity to the Marylebone street lamps, even if 
such were the fact. This, however, is far from being the case. ‘The first average 
given by Dr. Letheby as the result of 17 burners tested is 4 feet 7-tenths ; but, from 
an examination of his table, it will be seen that he omitted to fill in the quantity 
consumed by 3 of the 17 lamps; the division should therefore have been by 14 
instead of 17, which would have given the average consumption of each burner at 
52 per hour, instead of 4°7. 

** Again, it would appear that 3 out of the 6 experiments made by Dr. Letheby at 
the court-house, on burners taken down from the lamps, were taken before the night 
pressure was on; the remark therefore of Dr. Letheby, that the burners at the court- 
house would not consume 4 feet per hour, when full on, falls to the ground, as it 
was tried at a pressure much below the real pressure when the lamps are in lighting. 

“ Then, with regard to the ‘ Table of the actual consumption’ of the lamps, as 
they were burning at the undermentioned places on the evening of the 8th of 
November, from seven to nine o’clock, the directors are informed that the actual 
consumption was not taken, but that the lights were put out, a piece of flexible tube 
slipped over the burner, the gas—or such gas as was allowed to go through the tube 
—was carried down to a meter 10 feet below the level of the ligut, and the quantity 
regiztered by the meter given as the actual consumption of the lights. 

“ The directors do not for one moment suppose that Dr. Leiheby entered upon 
the investigation without any other object in view than to obtain accurate and 
truthful results; but, if it be true that he employed the above methods ot arriving 
at them, it is an additional source of regret to the directors that they were not 
apprised of the proposed investigation. 

“If these experiments made on the 5 burners in Alpha Road on the 8th of No- 
vember be left out as erroneons—as they undoubtedly were—the general result will 
|| be a large excess in the quantity of gas supplied to the parish of St. Marylebone; 
|| and this, too, on experiments made on lamps picked out for the purpose—large 

| districts having been gone over to find defective lights while most of the lamps con- 
|| suming from 5 to 6 fet per hour remained unnoticed. 

* The directors do not deny that occasionally a defective light may have escaped 
the attention of their officers; and in all such cases, a line from yourself, the sur- 
veyor, or any inhabitant notifying the fact, would, as you well know, meet with 
| immediate attention. 
| “ The directors have always had but one object in view—the full and faithful 
| performance of their contract; and have every confidence that, upon a review of 
i Dr. Letheby’s report, with these remarks, the vestry, as well as the meter consumers 
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of the company’s gas, will feel that they have no cause to complain of the mode in 
}| which the Imperial Gas Company have fulfilled their engagements. 
| “ | am, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

“ ALEX. HENRY, Secretary. 
| “'W. E. Greenwell, Esq., Vestry Clerk, St. Marylebone.” 
|_ Mr. Hopaxs said he would move that this communication from the 
| Imperial Gas Company be referred to the committee. 
| Mr, Simcock seconded the resolution. 
| Mr, Lewis thought that the vestry ought to do a little more than 
| this. The previous vestry had permitted the bane to go forward in 
the circulation of Dr. Letheby’s report amongst the members of that, 
the newly-elected vestry ; and they ought certainly also to take the 
same step with regard to the antidote, namely, to circulate the reply 
of the Imperial Company amongst that vestry also. (Iear.) 
had, he was quite aware, been told that public companies had no com- 
sciences and no soul; but at the same time he must confess that 
there were some very salient points in this reply to Dr. Letheby’s 
report, which he thought ought to be maturely considered before the 
vestry came to any hasty conclusion upon a subject of such vast 
importance, 

Mr. Broveuton agreed with Mr. Lewis, that if the vestry had been 
parties to circulating the bane in this matter, they ought certainly to 
give the company the benefit of having the antidote circulated to the 
same extent. Heshould therefore support a proposition to that effect, 
if it was made. 

Mr. Winertzcp said he should oppose such a proposition, 

Mr. THomrson said, whatever might be said as to the quantity, Dr. 
Letheby had produced nothing against the character of the gas itself. 

Mr. Winertetp then nominated his committee, 

Mr, Lewis said he felt so strongly the injustice of not printing and 
circulating the reply of the directors of the imperial Gas Company to 
Dr. Letheby’s report, that he felt bound to test the opinion of the 
| board by moving, “ That the communication read by the vestry clerk 
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at the outset of the discussion, to enter into a renewed contract with- 





from the directors of the Imperial Gas Company be printed and circu- 
lated amongst the members of the vestry.” 

Mr. Broveuton seconded the resolution, and it was put and lost; 
and the original proposition, to refer the document to the committee 
appointed to consider and report as to any new contract with the Im- 
perial Company, carried. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





Saturpay, Dec. 1. 

At this day’s sitting of the council, Mr, GREENWELL (the vestry 
clerk) brought up and read the following report from the committee 
appointed to consider the tender of the Imperial Gas Company, and 
the report of Dr. Letheby, and Mr. Henry’s reply as to the late ex- 
periments :— 

* St. Marylebone, Nov. 28, 1855, 

“ At the committee, to whom is referred the tender of the Imperial Gas Company, 
and also the communication from Mr. Henry, the secretary, in reply to Dr. Letheby’s 
report on the quantity and quality of the gas supplied by the company—present, 
Mr. WINGFIELD (in the chair), Mr. Burden, Mr. Hodges, Mr. Findley, Mr. Nicholay, 
Mr. Filmer, Mr. Soden, Mr. Michell, Mr, D’Iffanger, jun., Mr. Gladdon—your eom- 
mittee report— 

“ That, having considered the tender of the Imperial Gas Company for lighting 
the public lamps for three years, upon the same terms as the last contract, the com- 
mittee recommend that it be proposed to the company that the contract be for a term 
of one, two, or three years, at the option of the vestry, at the same price per lamp as 
previously, 

“The committee, on consideration of the letter referred to them of Mr. Henry, 
the secretary to the Imperial Gas Company, are of opinion that the vestry have a 
right to test the quality and quantity of the gas supplied by the company, and that in 
the instance complained of the right has been judiciously exercised. 

“ The committee having directed a copy of the letter of Mr. Henry to be forwarded 
to Dr. Letheby, they have received a further communication from that gentleman in || 
answer thereto, and which they annex to this report, and submit to the vestry for | 
their information, 

“ Your committee recommend that in order to detect any defective lights in the 
parish, that each of the public lamps shall be numbered, and that the company be 
requested to number the same accordingly. 

“ That the report books of defective lights from the police be laid upon the table 
at the board meetings in each week. 

“The committee further recommend that the clauses in the proposed contract re- 
lating to penalties be modified, so that on any deficiency in the quantity of the gas 
supplied to the public lamps being proved, such penalties be recoverable. 

“ It is further recommended that it be represented to the Imperia) Gas Company | 
that it would conduce much to the convenience and satisfaction of the inhabitants of 
this parish if gas meters were supplied to s at a rental or terms similar to 
other companies, in acc»rdance with the practice of the Imperial Gas Company in 
other districts; and further, that it would also be a great accomodation to give a 
stronger supply of gas in the daytime. 

“ The committee recommend that, in addition to the test-lamps to be placed at | 
the court-house, two other test-lamps be placed in the parish—one at the stone-yard | 
and the other at the workhouse. 

(Signed) “ JosEpH WINGPIELD, Chairman.” 


* Laboratory, London Hospital College, Nov. 26, 1855. 

“ To W, E. Greenwell, Esq. 

“ Dear Sir,—If 1 had not been from experience well acquainted with the peculiarly 
suspicious temperament of gas companies in general, | certainly should have been 
surprised at the tone of the letter which you have received, on the subject of my 
repurt, from the Imperial Gas Company; for, a3 chemistry is an exact science, and | 
its professors are generally regarded as men of faith and credit, it is not usual, nor | 
is it courteous, openly to question the accuracy of their statements. But I will let 
this pass. ° 

‘In respect of the ‘ ex parte experiments’ to which Mr. Henry alludes, I wish it 
to be known that I had no party feeling whatever in the matter of my inquiry, but | 
that my object was simply to arrive at the truth, in regard to the question which 
was put to me, namely, ‘ fo determine the quantity and quality of the gas supplied to | 
the strect lamps in the parish of Marylebone.’ | 

“2. It would not have been fair, either to you or to the public, to have given the 
Imperial Company any notice whatever of my intended experiment; for it might | 
have been said that the company had purposely altered both the quantity and quality | 














of the light to suit the occasion; aud | am quite sure that, if the report had been |} 
in favour of this company, it would have been too ready to acknowledge the import | j 
ance of this proper precaution. 1} 

“3. As regards the error of division, to which Mr. Henry refers when he says | 
that [ have given 4°7 instead of 52 cubic feet per hour as the average of 14 experi- || 
ments made at the stone-yard, with burners taken from the street lamps, it will be |} 
seen by my report that I have not attached the smallest importance to this — 
result, but have merely said that with a pressure ‘ of nearly 2 inches of water, the 
rate of delivery varied from 4:4 cubic feet per hour to 6;’ and the fact of my having 
divided the sum of the experiments by 17 instead of 14, does not in any way affect 
the substance of my report; indeed it would have stood exactly the same as it now 
stands, if I had not divided the total at all. j 

“4, It does not appear in any way from my report that the experiments made at | 
the court-house on burners taken from the street lamps were made ‘ befure the night 
pressure was on.’ In fact, on referring to my notes, I find that the experiments } 
were all made after half-past five o’clock in the evening. I have, therefore, to repeat | 
my remark, that ‘ with the pressure which is used tr the district of the court-house, 
the burners will not deliver that quantity (four feet) per hour, even if the tap be turned | 
Jull on—a circumstance which is rarely observed in the street lamps.’ | 

“5, With regard to the objections raised to my experiments on the actual con- 
sumption of the etreet lamps, I have only to reply, that they are groundless. In con- 
ducting experiments of this description, I would not have ventured to attach im- 
portance to my results if they were open to a shadow of doubt. On the contrary, | 
I have determined again and again, by experiments made in exactly the same manner, | 
with the same meters, and the sametubes, and the same fll for the gas, that the results 
are strictly accurate; and, having taken all these precautions to guard against a 
possible source of error, I have still to say that the company have not, even at an | 
average calculation, supplied you, in the case of the lamps alluded to, with the cone | 
tract quantity ; and it you Were to select those cases where the supply was ex-| 
ceedingly bai, as in Nos. 1, 4, 7, 8, and 9 of the firet table, and Nos. 1, 2, 10, 11, 13, 
and 14 of the second, it will be manifiest that the rate of delivery varies from 24 to 
34 cubic feet per hour—the average being3 1-10th per hour—i/at ts 224 per cent. less 
than the contract quantity ; and this in 11 cases vut of 27. | 

“6, The remark that the lamps were picked out so «s to tell against the company, 
is not founded in fact; for 1 was most careful to a¢opt the best means for arriving | 
at fair results. If you had requested me to select all the worst lights in the parish, 
and none of the best, you would have been justified in so doing; for the contract | 
with the company is, I believe, that there shall be a supply of 4 cubic feet of gas| 
per hour to each lamp. This has evidently not been fulfilled; and I cannot avoid | 
saying that, however satisfactory it may be to the company to furnish a good light | 
in the more frequented streets, and a bad one in retired localities, such a distribu-! 
tion of the eas is most uvfair to the inhabitants of this parish; and, in my judg-} 
ment, it ought not to be sanctioned for a single moment. In fact, it must be obvious | 
that retired localities are just the places where a good light is most wanted; for 
in such places robberies are most frequently committed. . f 

“ Lastly, I must be permitted to say that, except in the case of influential and | 
powerful bodies like yourselves, there is really no means of keeping a check on the) 
irregular practises of our self-constituted and zelf-governed gas companies. The | 
public, in fact, have no protection whatever against the abuse which may be prac- 
tised, both in respect of the quantity and quality of the gas which is daily consumed; | 
and I am quite sure that there is no more legitimate field for the exercise of the 
power which is vested in your board than that which refers to important questions 
like the present. 

“ The sum of my answer to Mr. Henry’s letter is, that I have nothing whatever to 
alter in my report, or even to modify. I have only to say, that if professional gentle-| 
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; men were constantly required to answer sophisms which might be raised upon their 
|| reports, it would not be possible to perform their duties with any satisfaction to 
themselves or advantage to the public.—1 remain, dear sir, yours truly, 
‘Henry LETHEBY.” 
| Mr. Wrixerretp begged to move that the report be received and 
adopted. As the chairman of the committee, he begged to state, that 
the committee had arrived at the conclusions contained in that report 
after very mature deliberation, and he believed the proposals con- 
tained in it, with reference to the entering into any new contract with 
the Imperial Gas Company, were what the company could accept. 
Mr. Fitmer seconded the adoption of this report. 
Mr. Guippon said he was desirous of moving an addition to this 
very valuable report. 
| The Cuamman said he could not receive any motion for an addition 
to the report, He could only receive any proposition as an amend- 
ment. 
Mr, Verey said he had an amendment to move. What he had to 
move was—‘ That the adoption of the report be postponed till the 
tradesmen and others who were engaged with Dr. Letheby in making 
these experiments had stated how they were made, and when they 
| Were made.” He knew something about the consumption of gas, as 
he burned very great deal, and he knew what they called a 4-feet 
burner was an exceedingly small hole, emitting a very small light. 
| From what he had understood as to how these experiments were con- 
| ducted, he did not think that fair and honest justice had been done 
to the company. (**Oh!”) He had understood that asmall circular 
'tube was fixed at the top of the burner, and then that the gas was 
| carried down the tube from the burner, a distance of eight feet, before 
|it passed through the meter. ‘They all knew, who had any knowledge 
| of the properties of gas at all, that its tendency was rather to ascend 
| than descend; and they might judge, therefore, that some extra pres- 
sure must be required to pass it through a meter 8 feet below the 
aperture or mouth of the burner, where the light was given. If that 
| was the way the experiments were conducted, then it was not in the 
least surprising that the supply taken in such a way should be 33 per 
cent. below the amount for which the company contracted to supply ; 
his great surprise was that the deficiency was not more. 
The Cuarrman inquired if there was any seconder to Mr. Verey’s 
amendment, but, there being none, it fell to the ground. 
Mr. Guippon said he would now lay before the board that which he 
| was desirous of adding to the report. With reference to that portion 
|of Dr. Letheby’s report which reported 2s to the deficiency of light, 
jhe cordially concurred. There was, it was quite clear, a deficiency in 
|quantity. It was distinctly® established that, whilst scarcely any of 
|the lamps consumed 4 feet of gas per hour, there were others that 
j consumed very little more than 2 feet per hour. It being admitted, 
| therefore, that the quantity was deficient, he thought it highly desira- 
| ble that some step should be taken by which they could really ascer- 
| tain for the future the quantity consumed. ‘The parish of Marylebone 
|paid to the Imperial Gas Company £11,000 a year for the public 
lights; and it was pretty clear that of that amount there was some- 
thing like £3000 a year lost, and for which money the parish did not 
get any supply at all. The question was whether they were to 
permit this state of things to continue, or whether they ought not to 
guard themselves against it for the future. He (Mr, Gliddon) had 
|met a gentleman, a gas engineer, and had consulted him upon the 
subject, and he had suggested one or two expedients for ascertaining 
, Whetlier the company gave the parish the proper light for which they 
contracted. One suggestion was, that they should have test lamps 
| with meters attached, at a distance of 500 or 600 yards throughout 
the parish. This system had been adopted at Worthing with very 
great success, and an average of £3 covered the expense of each 
meter and other machinery for each test lamp. This would certainly 
enable them to have a test as to the quantity“of the gas supplied; but 
then came the question as to quality. Now he (Mr. Gliddon) did 
not attach the slightest importance to Dr. Letheby’s report as to the 
illuminating power of the gas being so much above the standard. In 
his (Mr, Glidden’s) opinion, the doctor’s report in that respect proved 
| rather too much; and from the tone of the report itself, it was his 
|opinion that the Imperial Company were perfectly aware of the 
| experiments going on, and that they got up the illuminating power 
|of their gas for the nonce. In fact, the gas was doctored itself, in his 
|Opinion, with cannel coal. He was told that that board must be 
exceedingly civil to this Imperial Gas Company, or else, having no 
,; competition in the parish, they would refuse to give them a supply at 
jall. (ilear.) Be that as it might, he (Mr, Gliddon) did not think 
that it would comport with the dignity of that board to appeal to 
them, or to present their humble petition to the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany, praying them to continue the public lighting of the parish. 
He thought it was the province of that board rather to dictate than 
to petition the company for terms, All they wanted was the proper 
}amount of gas for every pound they paid. 
Mr, Gliddon concluded by proposing the following, as an addition 
| to the report of the committee :— 
| “ That the company be required to provide and offix to such of the public lamps 
|| as Shall be specified by the vestry, one hundred meters, each such lamp to be indi- 
|| cated by the wo-ds “ test lamp,” placed in legible letters of not less than two inches 
| in length, upon some conspicuons part thereof; and that they be also required to 
|| Provide and affix to other of the public lamps, to be specified as aforesaid, thirty 
|| instruments, called “ governors,” regulated to a pressure of 0-4, to be indicated in 
|| each case by the words “ governor lamp,” in letters as aforesaid: and, further, 
| that they be required to maintain the said “ meters” and “ governors ” 80 aflixed in 
1) proper repair and working order at all times during the continuance of the contract 
|| With them; bat that, whenever and so often as they shail require in any manner to 
|| interfere with the same, they shall give twenty-four hours’ notice to the vestry 
|| Clerk, in order to the presence of some officer of the parish at such interference ; 
and any interference otherwise than as aforesaid snall be deemed to be a breach of 
their contract with this parish.” 
| Mr, Fromer said this proposal had been considered by the com- 
|mittee, but they thought it scarcely advisable at the present moment 
|to entertain it and add it to their report. 
| The Cuatrman said he had before observed that he could not 
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receive Mr, Gliddon’s motion as an addition to the report. If he 
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received it at all, it must be as an amendment. 
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Mr. Firmer: It had better be moved as a substantive proposition. 

Mr. Guippon had no objection to this course. ; ‘ 

The adoption of the report was then put from the chair, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. D’Irrancer, Jun., said, that in his opinion Dr. Letheby’s 
second communication was a complete answer to Mr. Henry's very 
plausible letter. Without the publication of Dr. Letheby’s rejoinder, 
people would be led away into a belief that really the company, instead 
of being the wrong doers, were very much wronged, and that they 
gave more gas in the shape of high illuminating power than they | 
contracted for; but Dr. Letheby’s letter completely exposed the real 
facts, and therefore it was only just and proper that both letters 
should be printed and circulated amongst the members of the board, | 
in order that they might judge of their respective merits. He moved 
“That Mr. Henry’s letter and Dr. Letheby’s rejoinder be printed and | 
circulated among the members of the vestry.” 

Mr. Fruru said he would second this resolution; and he begged 
to say, as an inhabitant of St. John’s Wood, that there was the 
ones dissatisfaction throughout that district at the conduct of the 

mperial Company; and on the part of himself and neighbours, he | 
begged to tender thanks to Mr. Burden and the other gentlemen who 
had brought this important subject forward in the old vestry. At 
his residence he had a large bay window which enabled him to look 
out in various directions, and when he did look out at night he found | 
the whole place in darkness. It was said the police did not do their | 
duty in making reports as they ought to do of the actual number of 
bad lights, or lights which were out in various parts of the parish, | 
If they did nct do their duty in this respect, now he would ask, what | 
the result must really be if the whole of the cases were reported? 
He had before him the police report-book, and he found reports of a 
large number of lamps being out at various hours. There were, 
however, reported as many as twenty lamps going out at nine o'clock 
in the evening. It must be borne in mind that the St. John’s Wood 
district was a very different locality from the generality of the parish, 
and had not the benefit to any great extent of those which were 
termed domestic or shop lights. It consisted of detached cottages, 
villas, and houses, and the neighbourhood was altogether of a 
character which peculiarly required good lighting. There was not a 
part round London where good lighting was more required, and 
therefore they certainly ought not to be curtailed of the quantity or 
quality of the lights for which the parish had contracted and had to 
pay. He begged to second the resolution. 

‘The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Gurppon said he should now move his proposed rider to the 
report as a resolution. 

Mr. Birp moved “ That Mr. Gliddon’s motion go on the notice 
paper for next week.” 

Mr. Frumer seconded the motion, and it was carried. | 

The proceedings upon the subject of the gas lighting question then 


terminated. 
! 








Saturpay, Nov. 8. 

At the meeting of the Vestry or Municipal Council of St. Mary- 
lebone, held on Saturday, at the Court House, Mr. W. E. GreenweE Lt, 
the vestry clerk, read the following communication from the Imperial 
Gas Company, in reply to the report of the committee and Dr. Lethe- 
by’s second letter, read and adopted at the previous meeting. 

“* Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company. Office, No. 33, 
John Street, Bedford Row, London, Dec. 7, 1855. 

“ Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge your letter under dute 4th instant, stating 
the desire of the vestry that the new contract for lighting the street lamps should 
be for one, two, or three years, at the option of the vestry—that the parish lamps 
shold be numbered at the expense of the company—tiat the clausee relating to 
penalties should be modified—and adding, that the vestry are of opinion that it 
would conduce much to the convenience and satisfaction of the inhabitants if the 
company were to supply gas-meters to the inhabitants at a rental, and give a 
stronger supply of gas in the day time; and the same having been under the con- 
sideration of the Court of Directors this day, I am desired to express their regret 
that they cannot consent to enter into a contract which would bind the company 
for three years, and the vestry only for one; nor can they concur in the justice of | 
calling upon the company to be at the expense of numbering the lamps which 
belong to the parish. 

*“* With reference to the alteration of the clause relating to penalties, the directors 
have read them over with much attention, and certainly consider they are as | 
stringent against the company as can fairly be asked; and having been inserted in | 
the contract after much discussion, and the careful consideration of a committee of 
vestrymen, and afierwards confirmd by the vestry at large, they should be unwilling | 
to make any material alteration in them. 

«“ They desire me to thank the vestry for their suggestion as to renting meters and 
viving a stronger supply of gas in the day time, and to say it will have their best | 
attention. The question of meters, however, is surrounded with difficulties. 

« ] have also laid before the directors the copy of the letter from Dr. Letheby to 
yourself, under date 26th ult., wherein he acquaints you, for the information of the 
vestry, that chemistry is an exact science, and intimates that, therefore, his mode of | 
taking the quantity of gas consumed by the public lights in Marylebone must be 
correct, and his judgment infallible. He asserts his impartiality, and states he ought | 
not, as a man of science, to be called upon to answer ‘ sophisms ; ’ and then, to show 
bis peculiar fitness for passing judgment on the quantity and quality of the gas sup- 
plied by this company, he does not hesitate to accuse the company of furnishing a 
eood light in the more frequented streets, and a bad one in the more retired ones; 
and concludes by complimenting the vestry ‘for exercising their power to put a 
check on the irregular practices of self-constituted and self-governed gas companies.’ 

“ The directors have read through the second report with much pain, because they 
consider it wanting in the impartiality which they had expected from a scientific 
gentleman in Dr. Letheby’s position, and calculated to embarrass the question now 
impending between the parish and the company. te! : 

“ They, however, leave the report to the good sense and deliberate judgment of | 
the members of the vestry, with unabated confidence that they can come to no other 
conclusion than that the company have fulfilled their contract with integrity and 
liberality. **] am, dear sir, your obedient servant, 

. (Signed) “ ALEXANDER HENRY, Secretary. 

“ Ww. E. Greenwell, Esq., Court House, Marylebone.” 

Mr. Burpen would ask the vestry clerk in what position the 
parish would now be placed, if they did not accept the contract as 


it now stood ? ' 

Mr. Greenwett, the vestry clerk, replied, that the answer of the 
company was, that the company would not accede to certain pro- 
posals from the board on the part of the parish. They had, however, 
offered to enter into a contract for three years on the same terms as 
their previous contracts. 
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Mr. Burpen observed, that since the complaints had been made 
ay the gas lighting of that parish had been at least 20 per cent. 
etter than previously. The shopkeepers, as well as the other 
parishioners, generally, could testify to that fact during the last two 
or three weeks. It was quite evident that they would be compelled 
to enter upon the three years’ contract with the company upon the 
same terms as the old one; but he trusted that a committee would be 
appointed to see justice done, either by the introduction of a new 
company into the parish or otherwise. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Sopen was glad to hear from Mr. Burden that they had 
brought the Imperial Gas Company to a sense of its duty to the 
| parish, and that there was a vast improvement in gas lighting. A 
gas-lighting paper had made a severe attack upon Dr. Letheby, and 
| stated that the conclusions he had come to in his experiments had 
| been most erroneous, ° It appeared that the placing of a tube over the 

surface of the burner, and then carrying it down to a meter below, 
|the light was condensed. It certainly stood to reason and common 
sense, that a meter so placed would reduce the power of the gas at 
| least 3 per cent. (Hear, hear.) They had no alternative hut to accept 
| the contract of the Imperial Company as it now stood ; and in order 
that there might be no difficulty thrown in the way, he would now 
move, with a view of settling the matter, ‘‘That the tender of the 
——— Company be accepted, and the contract be signed.” 
r. RusseLL seconded the resolution. There was, he thought, no 
alternative. 
| Mr. Guippon said he was afraid it was too true that they were at 
| the feet of this Imperial Gas Company. It was a lamentable state of 
| things for so large and important a community as that of Marylebone, 
and the earliest steps possible ought to be taken to remedy such a 
the Imperial Company, would form the most cogent reasons fora 
committee of Parliament giving power to uther companies to come 
jinto that parish, He believed that an application to Parliament 
| would meet with an unanimous response. Here was a company 
| receiving in the aggregate, when the money for private consumers 
was taken into consideration, from that parish something like 
£120,000 a year, and they refused to lay out a paltry £100 in number- 
ingthe lamps. It was said that the gas supply had recently much im- 
proved, but that was only for the nonce, and there was no security 
whatever, when they entered into this new contract, that they would 
state of things. After the rejection of the reasonable propositions 
of the committee, he (Mr. Gliddon) should not proceed with his 
motion, as he felt it was perfectly useless; but he trusted that the 
vestry would not rest, but would get up such a public agitation as 
would secure competition without delay. 

Mr. GrEENHILL, in answer to a question from Mr. Wingfield, said 
the company had the power, if the vestry let another company lay 
down pipes in the parish, to increase the charge for the public lights 
from £3. 11s., less 5 per cent., to £4, 8s. 6d., less 5 per cent. 

Mr. Verey and one or two other gentlemen having spoken, 

The resolutions was carried, and the proceedings upon this question 
terminated. 








LIVERPOOL TOWN COUNCIL. 
Wepnespay, Dec. 5, 1855. 

The following reply of the Liverpool United Gas Company to the 
report of the special committee of the town council on the state of 
the gas supply, was presented at a meeting of the council held on 
the 5th inst.; but the reading and consideration of it was deferred to 
a subsequent meeting, the time of the council having been occupied 
with the discussion of other business. 

_. The directors of the Liverpool United Gaslight Company, having received from 
the town-clerk a copy of the committee’s report, have given it their most serious 
consideration, and now present their reply, taking the matters referred to in the 
| report in the order in which they occur therein. 
| PARTIES BEFORE THE COMMITTEER.—In the year 1817, the council appointed a 
| committee, to which was intrusted the consideration of the question of the supply 
|of gas in the borough. The inquiry was conducted by the chairman and other 
| members of that committee, under the guidance of the town-clerk. At their request, 
| the officers of the Liverpool Gaslight Company, and the Liverpool New Gas and 
| Coke Company, attended, and gave all the information required from them. 
| On the appointment of the special committee of the council, in June last, an official 
| communication was made, on the part of the committee, to the directors, that they 

might, if they thought fit, send some person to represent the company at the 
| meetings, accompanied by a request that the officers of the company might be ex- 

{amined by the itt The di 8, having every reason to believe that the 

proceedings of the committee would be conducted in like manner to those of the 
| committee in 1847, gave instructions for their officers to attend. Atthe first meeting, 
| which was attended by Mr. Carson and Mr. King, on behalf of the the company, it 
| waa observed that, instead of the inquiry being conducted in the usual manner by the 
| committee, or any officer of the corporation, Mr. Reay, the secretary of the Guardian 
| Society, who had been invited by the committee to attend, was constituted to all 
| intents the 7 tor of the pany, and opened his case in a speech of consider- 

able length. In consequence of this, and of certain allusions made in the course of 
| the proceedings to the possible establishment of a new gas company, Mr. Carson 
| stated, that although the directors would gladly meet any charges of not having 

, managed the affairs of their company according to their act of Parliament, it could 
| not be expected that they would allow evidence to be given by their officers which 
| might be used for purposes prejudicial to the company, and that before any such 

evidence was given he should wish to consult the directors. At the second meeting 
of the committee, Mr. Carson stated that the directors were willing to afford the 
committee all the information which was necessary to enable them to decide whether 
| or not the company had fairly carried out the provisions of their act, and urged that, 
; whatever charges there were of mismanagement, they ought, in fairness to the 
company, to be first entered upon ; but, to the surprise of Mr. Carsonand Mr. King, 
| the first witness examined was Mr. Flintoff, who, only a few months previously, had 
| come to Liverpool for the purpose of promoting an opposition gas company, and who, 
| by speeches at meetings, and by published statements, had manifested the greatest® 
| ill-will against this company ; and the chief part of his evidence went to the estab- 
lishment of a rival company. It may here be observed, that at this meeting Mr. J. 
| R. Jetfery applied to the committee for the admission of the reporters of the public 
| press, and, in consequence, the committee obtained permission from the council to 
admit them. At this juncture the directors resolved to withdraw from any further 
| participation in the proceedings of the committee, as they considered the circum- 
stances, under which they had at first attended, were altogether changed; they dis- 
| approved of the mode in which the inquiry was conducted; they considered that the 
case was virtually taken out of the hands of the committee; and they regarded the 
publication of ex parte evidence as most unfair and prejudicial to a calm and dis- 
passionate determination on the case. They would also venture to express an opinion 
that evidence voluntarily given for the guidance of a committee is, in a certain 
degree, confidential, and ought not to be used for any other purpose. 
| It would appear that the committee, from the commencement of their labours, had 























felt the want of any expression of public opinion calling for the inquiry; and, there 
can be no doubt, that the memorial, not of the Guardian Society, adopted at a meet- 
ing of that body, but of the committee of that society only, originated with the | 
object of enabling Mr. Kitchen to obtain the committee, in thé appointment of which | 
the council had hitherto shown considerable indifference ; the committee, therefore, | 
endeavoured to supply this deficiency by inviting complaints, through the instru- 
mentality of 1600 circulars, with questions, suggesting such a as they sup- 
d might exist. But even to these circulars the public did not generally respond, 
notwithstanding the employment of the police todeliver, and subsequently to collect, 
them ; and the whole result of this unusual proceeding was, that out of the above 
number only 298 were returned, and some of them without any answers; and of those 
so returned it is understood that some were in favour of the company ; and the di- | 
rectors cannot but express their regret that these are not referred to in the report. 

AS To THE STATE OF THE GAS SUPPLY IN THE BOROUGH OF LIVERPOOL.—| 
Under this head the first charge in the report of the committee is, that notwithstand- | 
ing the reduction made in the priee of gas on the firet of January last (1855) from | 
4s, 6d. to 4s, per 1000 cubic feet, rather more than 11 per cent., the bills delivered by 
the Gas Company were larger in amount than the bills for the corresponding period , 
of previous years; and, as connected with this charge, another, namely, that in some , 
cases the company have charged by “* computation.” 

In reply to these charges, the directors do not wish to conceal the fact, that, in 
many instances, the quantity of gas consumed during the quarter ending March 3}, | 
1855, was greater than that consumed during the corresponding period of 1854; but | 
they submit that any of the following causes may have contributed to this result :— | 

1, It is the practice of the company to e the quarterly examination of the | 

meters, for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas consumed, about a | 
fortnight before the expiration of each quarter, and the examination generally | 
occupies about three weeks. As a reduction of the price was to take effect on | 
the Ist of January last (1855), the company, in order to avoid, as far as possible, | 
the complaint that gas consumed during the first part of January was included | 
in the last quarter of the previous year, and was charged at the higher price, | 
d the ination rather earlier than usual, and employed an addi- | 
tional number of persons, so as to have the meters examined by the end of the | 
year 1854. This caused the first quarter of 1855 to include 12 or 14 of the short- | 
est days of the year—a difference equal to at least 12 per cent. As an example, | 
it may be stated, that in Lord Street the first quarter of 1854 included the con-| 
sumption between the 9th of January and the 4th of April, while in 1855, the 
corresponding quarter included the consumption between the 26th of December, 
1854, and the 2nd of April, 1855. 
2. In consequence of the strike of the colliers, followed by the severe frost of the 
winter of 1853—54, the company experienced, in the first quarter of 1854, the 
reatest difficulty in procuring cannel, and it was feared that the supply would 
ail entirely. The public, by advert'sements in the newspapers, and by hand- 
bills, were, therefore, requested to be as e ical as possible in their use of 
gas; and toa considerable extent this request was complied with. 

8. A diminution in price always produces a less careful use of the article. It is 

not necessary to prove this universally admitted proposition. 

The facts just stated have thus produced opposite effects on the consumption of the 
first quarters of the years 1854 and 1855; that of 1854 being less, while that of 1855 
is greater, than the average of ordinary years. And, further, a variety of circumstances, 
in each house, affects the consumption of gas used by the occupier; butif the difference 
in the quarterly accounts arose from a variation in the quality, then all would be 
equally affected, and the difference could not vary from “ 10 to 50 per cent.” 

There is another fact which the directors beg to notice. It is not of rare occur- 
rence that the consumption during the year 1854, from the causes already noticed, 
has been less than that of 1853; so that, in comparing the amount charged in 18: 
with previous years, it will be found that, whilst the amount in 1855 is greater than 
that in 1854, it is not greater than that of 1853. 

In reference to the complaint that in some instances the charge has been made by 
“computation,” the directors state that,in cases where the meter has ceased to 
register, they have, of necessity, adopted the plan of making a charge equal to that 
of the corresponding quarter in the previous year, and this mode has been generally 
acquiesced in by the consumer. ; 

As TO THE MgteRs.—It is not true that, in the majority of cases, the meters in 
use have been manufactured by the company; the greater number were manufac- 
tured by the patentee; but, since the expiration of the patent, the company have 
manufactured a number of meters, and have purchased others. 

A large amount of capital has been saved by the company manufacturing meters, 
and the public, to this extent, has been benefited. It may be well here to remark, 
that almost every gas company has an establishment for the repair of meters; and 
all persons conversant with the construction of this apparatus will admit that its 
accuracy may be materiaily affected whilst undergoing repair; so that the objection 
to meters being constructed by the company should, if of any weight, equally apply 
to their repair. The rent charged for the meter is considered to be only a fair 
equivalent for the interest on the cost of the apparatus and the expense of its main- 
tenance; and, if there is any profit, it is placed to the general account, and the 
consumers obtain the benefit. ‘The company have never claimed the exclusive right 
of supplying meters; and it is the fact that, for years past, a number of consumers 
have used their own meters. = 

The directors cannot admit the correctness of the charge, that the examination of 
the meters has been neglected, as they employ persons for this special duty; and, 
in order that they may be perfectly competent, they are carefnlly instructed at the 
works of the company, and not allowed to undertake the examination of meters 
until they have been reported to the engineer as fully qualified. A check, as to 
the mode in which they discharge their duty, is provided by a regulation of the 
company, which requires them to enter every night, in books provided for the pur- 
pose, the particulars of the examination of each meter inspected by them during 
the day. The directors, therefore, distinctly deny that these persons are ignorant 
of the requisites “ for correct registration; and it may be here observed, that 
there was no evidence given before the committee to support the allegation in their 
report, that some of these persons professed such ignorance. It is quite possible | 
that thsse men may be ignorant of the construction of the meter, and of the theory 
of the operations they are required to perform; but the want of this knowledge no | 
more affects the efficient perfurmance of their duties than the ignorance of the art | 
of making a clock affects the competency of the person who winds it. | 

The employment by the committee of Mr. Taunton to inspect meters, and the | 
result of his examination, are material features in the report. Mr. Taunton no | 
doubt succeeded in impressing the committee with the belief that the officers of the | 




















company had approved of his mode of testing; but nothing could be further from 
the fact. a 
No sanction was ever given by the officers of the company, either to the meters | | 
used by Mr. Taunton, or to his method of testing; on the contrary, Mr. King, at | 
the commencement, protested against any other method being employed than that | | 
which Mr. Taunton followed, when officially engaged in London, which was to bring ,, 
the meter to the standard gasholder, Mr. Kitchen refers to this protest during Mr. | } 
Clegg’s examination before the committee, when he addressed to him the following | 
remark :—“ Mr. King stated, instead of meters being tested as Ley stood, they ought to | | 
be taken off and taken to the works.” Mr. King, at Mr, Taunton’s request, did grant | | 
him the assistance of two men; and, duriug the first trials, Mr, Edwards, principal | | 
foreman of the company, also attended, to observe and report Mr. Taunton’s pro-| 1 
ceedings; but, in the presence of Mr. Kitchen and Mr. Taunton, he was specially | 
informed by Mr. King, that in no case was he either to sanction or oppose anything 
that Mr. Taunton did. On several occasions, subsequently, Mr. King expressly told 
Mr. Taunton, that if the assistance afforded him by the company’s servants was to be 
| 
| 





construed into a sanction of his proceedings, their further attendance would imme- 
diately be discontinued. Mr. Taunton always stated that this was perfectly under- 
stood, but requested that he might retain the men in his service. It is, therefore, | 
with great surprise that the directors find it alleged, in the committee’s report, that 
the officers of the company approved of Mr. Taunton’s meters, as well as the mode | 
of test adopted by him. | 
It may be true that, out of 300 to 400 meters tested by Mr. Taunton, only one or 
two, according to his mode of testing, may have been found correct; but what the 
result would have been, had they been tested in the mode universally adopted, it is | 
impossible to say. It is, however, not a little singular that, in the tabulated state- | 
ment of his examination, laid by Mr. Taunton before the committee, the errors of 
** fast ” or “ slow” are only stated as regards 44 meters. | 
It appears, from the evidence of Messrs. Taunton and Clegg, that, when the meters 
were undercharged, the errors, whatever might be their amount, were a gain to the; 
consumer. It has becn ascertained, fom iuquiries which have been made—and, | 
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indeed, this clearly appears from the evidence before the committee—that, in almost 
| every case in which a meter was found to be overcharged, water had been added by 
| the consumer himself. Mr. Taunton’s report states this. 
| The meters used in Liverpool are on the plan of Mr, Clegg’s patent, and are 
} 
| 

| 





exactly similar to those used by the corporation of Manchester, and almost every 
other gas company in the kingdom. 

Mr. Clegg’s evidence,* that gas of an inferior quality passes through the meter with 
greater rapidity than good gas, is not correct.as the meter can ouly register the 
quantity which passes through the apertures of the burner; and this it does correctly, 
irrespective of the quality. If the gas is interior in quality, a larger quantity than 

| of better gas will be consumed to produce the same amount of light, and, conse- 

uently, there will be a larger amount. registered ; or, if from any cause a large quan- 

|| tity is consumed, the registration will be large. If this is a'l that is intended, it is 

£0 evident that it hardly required to be contirmed by Mr. Clegz’s testimony; but if 

| Mr. Clegg asserts that the quality of the gas affects the registration of the meter, 

{ and that inferior gas passes with greater rapidity, then the consumers of rich cannel 

gas in Liverpool must havea very great advantage in the registration by their meters 

| over those in almost every town in England where common coal gas only is used. It 

is stated broadly in the report that Mr. Clegg, in a great measure, attributes the 

increase of the gas bills, since January last, to the fact of gas of an inferior quality 

| passing through the meter with greater rapidity than good gas: this involves a 

| charge against the company of making inferior gas. The directors will deal with 
this charge in a subsequent part of their reply. 

WITH RESPECT TO THER ILLUMINATING PoweR OF THE GAS.—It is not correct, 
| as stated in the report, that there was a standard of gas before the amalgamation of 

the companies ; and it is also not correct that the gas was not tested for the inquiry 
| before the committee, as Mr. Clegg, in fact, states in his report the result of his 
| testing at Mr. Newland’s office. 
| The statement in the report, “that previous to the amalgamation of the companies, 

the standard of gas consumed in Liverpool was 21 wax candles,” has no meaning, as 
| it does not state the quantity of gas which is to be burnt to produce this light. The 
only reference to the quality of the gas to be found in any of the Liverpool gas acts, 
is in the Amalgamation Act. The statement, therefore, that * by the act amalga- 
mating the two companies, the standard was reduced to 18 candles,” is altogether 
incorrect. 

The usual mode of indicating the illuminating power, is to compare the light 
given by a burner consuming five cubic feet of gas in one hour, with that given by 
the combustion of wax or sperm candles, burning at the rate of 120 grains per hour; 
and all experiments are reduced, by calculation, to this standard. This has given 
rise to the expression “‘ ten or twelve candle gas,” the quantity of gas consumed 
being always understood to be five cubic feet, and the consumption of the candle 
120 grains per hour, 

The highest standard which has ever been imposed by Parliament is that con- 
tained in the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Act for the City of London, which re- 
quires that five cubic feet of gas per hour shall be equal to the light of twelve wax 
candles, burning 120 grains per hour. 

There is not, and there never has been, what iscommonly called “a quality clause ” 
in any of the Liverpool gas acts. The Amalgamation Act only requires that the bat- 
wing burner, in the public lamps, shall produce a light equal in intensity to 18 
wax candles . 

Mr. Clegg, in his report to the committee, states, that he had tested the gas in 
Liverpool, and found its illuminating power equal to 17°89 sperm candies, each con- 
suming 144 grains per hour, and the gas consumed four cubic feet per hour, Dr. 
Letheby, the official tester of gas in the City of London, estimates the illuminating 
power of sperm to be greater than that of wax, for the combustion of equal weight 
of each material, in the proportion of 15°8 to 13°8 (Report to the Court of Sewers, 
Feb, 11, i853); and in his report, dated Feb. 10, 1855, he says, that ‘during the 
last three months the average illuminating power of the gas (for a combustion of 
five feet per hour) has been equal to that of 13-2 sperm candles, or 15°] wax, each 
consuming 120 grains of combustible matter per hour.” Reverting to Mr. Clegg’s 
experiment, and reducing the result to standard candles burnirg 120 grains per 
hour, the illuminating power for the combustion of four cubic feet per hour will be 
21°468 sperm candles ; or, adopting Dr. Letheby’s proportion of the relative value of 
wax and sperm, to 24-579 wax candles; cr, for the combustion of five instead of four 
cubic feet, to 30'723 wax candles; the gas in the City of London being equal to 151 
such candles, while the gas in Liverpool, according to Mr. Clegg’s report, is equal 
to 30°723, or doub'e the illuminating power, This also agrees with the evidence 
given by Mr. Clegg, on two occasions, before committees of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, when he stated that gas at 4s.6d. per 1000 cubic feet in, Liverpooljwas as 
cheap as gas at 2s. 3d. per 1000 cubic feet in London. 

Mr. King, in his evidence in the year 1847, stated that the illuminating power of 
four cubic feet of the gas supplied by the Liverpool Gaslight Company was equal 
to 23:12 wax candles, burning 143 grains per hour; this reduced to the standard 
combustion of 120 grains, is equal to 23-97 wax candles; whereas, according to Mr. 
Clegg’s experiments, the present illuminating power is 24°57 wax candles. 

The directors are convinced, by other evidence than the experiments just referred 
to, that the average quality of the gas supplied to the inhabitants of Liverpool is not 
lower than it was prior to the amalgamation of the two companies; and that the 
statement that the public has sustained a loss from deterioration of quality, equal in 
money value to £92,000, is untrue, and should not have been] made without some 
evidence to support it. 

AS TO THE 5UPPLY TO THE SUBURBAN DiIstTRICcTs.—It has always been the 
desire of the directors to meet every reasonable demand for a supply of gas within 
the limits of their act; but they deny that, in supplying the suburban districts, they 
have been regardless of the interests of the inhabuants of the borough. When any 
application for extension of the mains has been made, they have endeavoured to 
ascertain the extent of the demand, and the prospects of future increase; and, when 
they have been of the opinion that the interests of the company would not permit 
them to accede, they have either refused the request, or have required a compensa- 
| tion for the outlay. In these arrangements they have seldom been satisfied with 
terms so low as those required by the corporation of Liverpool for the extension of 
their water-pipes in the same districts; and they conceive that the example of the 
corporation, in supplying the out-townships with water, is a sufficient answer to the 
complaint that the company has supplied some of those districts with gas.4 

As TO THE Loss BY LEAKAGE.—No evidence was given to Mr. Clegg, as a Com- 
missioner of Woods and Forests, in the Liverpool gas inquiry, in 1847, which can 
justify his assertion, that the loss of gas, through leakage and otherwise, is at least 
20 per cent.; nor could he arrive at this conclusion “ by comparing the quautity of 
gas registered by the meters at the places of manufacture, and those used by con- 
sumers,” as such a comparison is impossible, if Mr. Ciegg refers to the outlying 
districts, and it is untrue if the whole area supplied is intended. 

The question of leakage is one that has been well considered by the directors; 
and they can state with confidence that the leakage of their company is below the 
average of otber large companies in the kingdom, 

The report admits “it would be difficult to define the exact distance from the 
works at which the supply of gas ceases to be remunerative”’—a di ty also ad- 
mitted by the directors, but one which it has been their constant endeavour to solve, 
having regard at the same time to the duty imposed by their act, the reasonable re- 
quirements of the public, and the interests of the company. 


| 
| 
| 





* Gas below its standard in illuminating power will fully account for all the dis- 
crepancy in registering more gas than they ought. Gas below the standard acts in 
two ways in propelling the meters faster than they should go—First, gas of inferior 
specific gravity will flow with greater velocity through the same openings; for 
instance, the average London gas, specific gravity 400, will flow through an opening 
3 inch diameter, pressure $ inch head of water, at the rate of 8) cubic feet per hourp 
but bicarburetted hydrogen from cannel coal, specific gravity about 700, will flow 
through the same opening only at the rate of 70 cubic feet per hour. It therefore 
follows that, all the circumstances being the same as adjusted for the standard gas, 
the meter measuring inferior gas will hy sommnad in proportion to the inferiority of 
the gas. Then there is another cause fr increasing the velocity of the meter, and 
that is, the increased velocity of the inferior gas, and, consequently, greater con- 
sumption still falls short of the illuminating power of the standard gas. To remedy 
this, the openings are increased until the illuminating power is at the standard; 
and, as the inferior gas does not give out so much smoke by a higher flame as the 
standard gas, the difference to an inexperienced eye is not perceived ; so that, taking 
both canses together, the meter may mark on 15 per cent. more gas for the same light 
than itought, without the consumer seeing any perceptible difference in his burners. 
—(Mr. Clegg’s Keport to the Committee.) 








As To THE CommitTTer’s Concivusions.—In a former part of the report it is | 
stated, on the authority of Messrs. Clegg and Taunton, “ that an overcharge of water | 
causes the meter to register more gas than passes through it, but that an under-| 
charge of water has the contrary «ffect.” It is also stated, in another place, ‘that 
the numbers overcharged, and undercharged, with water, were about equal.” Itis 
evide nt, therefore, that the company were no a sa by these alleged inaccuracies; 
and the directors cannot but regard the conclusion arrived at by the committee, | 
namely, “ that, taking into consideration the overcharges made from incorrect regis | 
tration of meters, the present price of gas is far too high,” not only as altogether un- 
warranted by the premises, but they contend that a correct mode of reasoning 
should have led the committee to a conclusion exactly the opposite of that expreseed 
in their report ; for if, by the erroneous registration of the meters, the Gas Company 
have obtained a greater revenue than they were entitled to, then, by a correct regis- 
tration their revenue would necessarily be reduced, and they would be the less able 
to afford gas at the present price, much less would they be able to supply gas at a 
reduced price, 

In the remarks already made, the directors consider that they have sufficiently 
those relating to the registration of the meters, the illuminating power of the gas, 
and the supply to the suburban districts; and, as regards the co ittee’s assertion, 
that the meters in use are generally of imperfect construction, the directors deny 
this, and would refer to the following paragraph in Mr. Clegg’s report to the com- 
mittee:—* I do not think there is much the matter with the meters themselves, 
either as regards workmanship or materials.” 

As TO THE REDUCTION OP THE PRicE OF Gas.—The directors deny that the 
several reductions made from time to time in the price of gas have been caused by 
the “ pressure from without.” The companies’ accounts, filed at the quarter 
sessions, previons to the amalgamation, show that, in every instance where reduc- 
tions were made, the state of their reserve funds was such, that a reduction would 
by law have been imperative on the companies. | 

The reduction from 7s. to 6s. per 1000 cubic feet took place on the Ist of April, 
1844. On the 30th of June, 1844, the Liverpool Gaslight Company’s reserve fund 
was full, with a surplus. At the same date, the Liverpool New Gas and Coke Com- 
pany’s reserve fund was also full, with a surplus, 

The reduction from 6s. to 5s. per 1000 cubic feet took place on the Ist of April, 
1815. On the 30th of June, 1845, the Liverpool Gaslight Company paid a 10 per 
cent. dividend, and had a surplus of £2666, and the reserve fund remained full. 

At the same period the Liverpool New Gas and Coke Company was in a similar 
position, with a surplus of £2381. 

With regard to the reduction from 5s. to 4s. 6d., that was a parliamentary engage- 
ment, entered into by both companies, to take effect from the Ist of January, 1846, ) 
but the companies voluntarily made this reduction on the Ist of July, 1845, | 

The effect of these reductions is shown in the following table :— 
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1814, April 1.—The reduction in the price of Gas 
from 7s, to 6s. took place. 
June 30.—The accounts were made up, and filed 
with the clerk of the peace, and showed the 
reserved funds full, namely :— 
Liverpool Gaslight Company ......-+.e++00 | sees | sees 6000 — 
Liverpool New Gas and Coke Company .... | .... | «++ 5.00 oS 
And surplus profits after paying dividends :— | 
Liverpool Gaslight Company .....---sseses | sees | seer | cece 9 
Liverpool New Gas and Coke Company .... | .... | -200 | sees 516 


1845, April 1.—The price gas reduced from 6s, 
to 5s. 
June 30.—The accounts were made up, consisting 
of gas for nine months at 6s., and three months 
ats. Surplus, after paying dividends, includ- 
ing former surplus :— 
Liverpool Gaslight Company... .....+seescese | sees | seve coos a 
Liverpool New Gas and Coke Company...... | coe. | sees ooce 2381 





1845, July 1.—The price reduced to 4s. 6d. 
At this period, as above stated, there were the 
reserved funds of the two companies........+. | sees | sees | 11,000 | —— 
And surplus profits, after paying dividends .,.. | .... | .... eoee 5047 





1846, June 30.—The first year at 4s. 6d. Out of 
The profits fell short of paying the dividend, and Surplus 
and they took from surplus ........-+eeeesee | eoee | sees tee 4888 





1817, June 30.—The second year at ds. 6d. 
The profits fell short of dividend :— Out of 
Pees eee el le 

And foom voserve Game oc cccccccccscccc cece | cece | cece 1951 |— 








1848,¢ June 30.—The third year at 4s. 6d. 
Dividend paid at 10 per cent., to make up which, 
took from reserve Tend .... cccccs ccveccccsces | ccce | cece | S058 


| 
| 


1849, June 30.—The fourth year at 4s, 6d. Out of 

Dividend reduced to 9 per cent., to make up Reserve 
which, tock from reserve fund... ...0....es02++ | sees | coe 2925 — 
Short of 10 per cent. .. 2.0.2.0 cece ceweccceseeece | 4237 | cree eoee — 

___ 

1850, June 30.—The fifth year at 4s. 6d. Loss on 

Dividend—half year at 9 per cent., and half year Consols 
at 10 per cent, :— 1168 —_—_ 
Short of 10 per cent. ......cccesscccccesces | LOGO | wcoe | over — 





1851, June 30.—The sixth year at 4s. 6d. 
Dividend at 10 per cent., and paid on account of 
ATTEATS sees seeeeece 





ccccvccccosccceoscccs | voce | 1050] oon. — 
1852, June 30.—The seventh year at 4s. 6d. 

Dividend at 10 per cent., and paid on account of 

ATTCATS .ceescsecess tere thas tees tH teeeeereneee wees 1059 seee — 








1853, June 30.—The eighth year at 4s. 6d. 
Dividend at 10 per cent., and paid the balance of 
BIVORITE..0 0.0.00 000s 900000,00 208 000000206006 800080 coos | 3189 sees 
And put into the reserve fund.......ceesesscces | seve | vee | 2046 





1854, June 30.—The ninth year at 4s. 6d. 
Dividend at 10 per cent., and put into reserve 
fand.,. covecscs seccecccccenccchocsecessccccos | ccee | coeg | SERB 


Interest om Oonpels..cecoccce cccnceccescccs voce | coos. | eves 87 





1855, January 1.—The price of gas reduced within 
the parliamenta: vy borough to 4s, 
June 30.--Paid dividend at 10 per cent., and put 
into the reserve fund .,..cccccccccececceseecs | seve | cove | 3328 
And surplus profits... .....scessccccce cess ees 
Half a year at ds. 6d., and half a year in the par- 
liamentary borough at 4s. 


151 

















* At this period the two companies were amalgamated. 





replied to the second, third, and fourth of the committee’s conclusions, namely, || 
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It will be observed from the above table that it has taken nine years to place the 
company in the same financial 


they could not have reduced the price of gas below 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet; and it 
must depend on the price of cannel and the increase of consumption whether or not 
the reduction to 4s. per 1000 cubic feet within the borough can be maintained for 
the future; and it may be observed that the present price in Manchester, under 
corporate management, is 5s. per 1000 cubic feet to all consumers burning less than 
£50 worth of gas per annum. 

WITH RESPECT TO Tig CosT oF MANAGEMENT.—In the accounts of the Liver- 
pool Gaslight Company, filed previous to the amalgamation, it is stated that the bad 
debts and the cost of collection are deducted from the gas rental; and, consequently, 
these items do not appear as charges on the debtor side. After the amalgamation, a 
new form was adopted, in which bad debts and collectors’ salaries appear on the 
debit side, and are not deducted from the rental on the credit side. ‘The directors 
cannot refrain from expressing their astonishment that this palpable variation in 
the mode of stating the accounts should not have been seen by any one who pro- 
fesses to be conversant with such matters. 

The accounts for the year 1848, set forth in the same form as those of subsequent 
years, will be as follows:—To compare the expense of management in 1848 with that 
of 1849 and subsequent years— 





Take the amount stated in the report (1848) .........+...... £8,844 
Add from credit side :— 
Bad debts, per Liverpool Gaslight Company .......-.. ..£2,014 
- - New Gas and Coke Company.. 2,008 
Collectors’ salaries, per Liverpool Gaslight Company ., 1,320 
5,342 
(The collectors’ salaries of the Liverpool New Gas and Coke 
Company were not deducted from the credit side) —— 
Which makes the amount 
FOr LAS cncccccsccvescecccccceweccesccsccccccccccoscccccce 14,186 
In 1849 15,769 
1850 16,367 
1851 14,784 
1852 14,223 
1853 13,373 
1854 14,028 





From which it appears that the cost of management in 1854 was not greater than at 
the amalgamation in 1848, although the business of the company, as shown by the 
amount of rental received, has much increased, as appears from the tollowing 
statement :— 





RENTAL. 
TEEP.. dasenepeotimadeensepeesetep aces: ban 
1850 101,796 
1851 106,127 
1852 112,158 
1853 117,971 
5 éocce MOGI 


ui 
It may be stated that the number of tenants has increased from 23,486 in 1849, to 
28,979 in 1854, 
The statement of the capital account of the company, as set forth in the report, is 
substantially correct, except that the amount of capital, on which dividend is pay- 
able, is £150,425, and not £469,414. 
It is hoped that the anticipation of the committee, that the £25 shares, which 
remain to be sold by auciion, will realise a premium of £25 per share (to be expended 
in the extension of the works, but not to be entitled to any dividend), will prove to 
be correct; but this result is dependent on the confidence the public can place in 
the vege | of the company, and the certainty of receiving the dividend of 10 per 
cent., which Parliament has sanctioned. As to the charge brought against the com- 
pany, of calling up the 1270 £25 A shares, referred to by the committee as having 
| been more than once brought forward by Mr. Beloe, the directors would remark, 
| that by the act of Parliament ofthe Liverpool New Gas and Coke Company, prior to 
| the amalgamation, the shareholders of that ray eae were entitled to the 1270 
| quarter shares above reierred to, at par ; and, by the act amalgamating the compa- 
| nies, this advantage was secured to such shareholders. For some years after the 
| amalgamation, in consequence of the reduction of the price of gas to 4s. fd., the 
profits, as already shown, were inadequate to pay the full dividend on the ordinary 
| Share capital; the directors, therefore, abstained from making any calls upon the 
| appropriated shares; but, when the circumstances of the concern permitted, they 
| considered they were bound, both by the requirements of their act, and in simple 
| justice to the holders of those shares, to give them such advantage as Parliament 
evidently intended they should derive from them. 
| Itis true, as alleged in the report, that the company are owners of a large quantity 
| of land which is unproductive. ‘This land was purchased by the Liverpool Gaslight 
| Company, previously to the amalgamation, for the purpose of erecting new works on 
| the site; but, on the union of the two companies, it was found that the capabilities 
| of the existing works, when combined, rendered such an extension on the north 
side of the town unnecessary; and the directors confidently refer to this fact, as a 
| very strong proof of the advantage gained by the amalgamation. ‘I'he land is offered 
| for sale; and, as it possesses the advantages of having access to a railway on one 
| side, and a canal on the other, the directors consider that they are only consulting 
the best interests of the company in retaining it until they can obtain a price com- 
| mensurate with its value. 
| Sucorstep CompeTITION.—It is impossible to form any opinion of the correct- 
ness of Mr. Clegg’s “* careful and elaborate calculation” of the cost of new works and 
the dividend to be paid, seeing that no particulars are given of the area to be lighted, 
| or of the quantity of gas to be supplied; but if, as the directors suppose, the extent 
| of the district will comprehend all the public lamps of the borough, with a consump- 
| tion by private tenants very much less than that of the existing company, they have 
no hesitation in saying that Mr. Clegg’s anticipations will not be realised. 
| That entire new works may now be erected at a less cost than those of the present 
| company may be granted ; but it should not be forgotten that the extraexpenditure 
was caused by the demand of the publie for that competition which inevitably results 
in an useless outlay of capital. The existing company has invested in their works 
| and mains a large amount on which no interest is paid, and this is much more 
' than an equivalent for any saving which could be effected by other parties now com- 
mencing works to the same extent. The report of the committee states that 
£626,245 have been already expended, and Mr. Clegg now proposes to expend 
, £300,000 more for the purpose of supplying the town with cheap gas. 
| THE AUDITOR OR ACCOUNTANT.—With regard to the regret expressed by the 
| committee, that the powers of this officer are not sufficient, the directors have only 
to observe that they are not different from those of the like officer of any company in 
| the kingdom to which the General Gas Works’ Act is applied. 
| The appointment of Mr, Beloe is not under the special act of the company, but 
| under the general act passed by Parliament for the regulation of gas companies. 
| Firrines, aND MeEn’s T1me.—The company have never claimed a monopoly of 
| supplying fittings. Having found from experience that fittings supplied by other 
| parties have not given satisfaction to the consumers, who complained of their quality 
| and frequent want of repair, and that such fittings were liable to escapes, the com~- 
pany considered it desirable to endeavour to meet the wishes of the consumers by 
| supplying sustantial fittings, and they have every reason to belicve that their cus- 
| tomers, with very few exceptions, have been satisfied. The charge of the company 
for men’s time is not more than is usual with other tradesmen. 
Merer [NspecToR.—The directors have been most anxious that an inspector of 
| meters should be appointed, to whom all disputed accounts might be referred, as 
they are convinced that such an arrangement will be as advantageous to the company 
as it may be satisfactory to the consumer, 
The directors, a year since, communicated to the council their willingness that 
| such an officer should be appointed for Liverpool, on the same terms as had been 
prescribed by the Bristol and Bolton acts of Parliament passed in the session 1852. 
Cost oF MANUFACTURE.—It is impossible for the directors to account for the 
variation, year by year, of the increase or diminution of the cost of manufacture, unless 
each item of the account is considered; but in the year 1854, to which special refer- 
ence is made, the directors can refer to the great increase in the wages in every de- 
partment, as well as the rise in the price of iron. 
The directors will now advert to the charge of manufacturing inferior gas, referred 
to in the earlier part of this reply: 





ition as the two companies were in 1845; and if 
the company had not been enabled to make satisfactory contracts for cannel in 1819, 


causing the meters to register with greater velocity; aad this is stated to be 
founded on the opinion of Mr. Clegg, in his report. 

Mr. Clegg, io the first instance, states a general proposition, namely, that inferior 
gas registers more quickly than gas of a higher quality: this proposition, so stated, 
has no more reference to the gas manufactured by this company than that of Man- 





ehester or any other company; and in a subsequent part of his report he says, “* If 
the Old Gas Company persist in producing an inferior article, I see no other remed 
than by anew company.” It caa sc arcely be doubted that it was Mr. Clegg’s inten- | 
tion, by so stating his proposition, and inserting in his report the sentence above | 
quoted, to convey to the minds of the committee impressions of unfair dealings on | 
the part of the company; such impressions the committee, with apparent readiness, 
have received, and have given expression to them in their report. Mr. Clegg, how- | 
ever, in no part of his report or evidence, states any fact, or the result of any ex- 
periment, to support so grave a clarge, or in the slightest degree to authorise his 
observation, “ If the Old Gas Company persist in manufacturing an inferior article.” 
So far from producing any evidence upon which to found the insinuation, it appears 
from Mr. Clegg’s own report of his testing the company’s gas at Mr. Newland’s 
office, that he found the illnminating power considerably above the alleged Parlia- 
mentary standard, as the directors have already clearly shown. ‘he directors now | 
fearlessly assert that Mr. Clegg had no grounds whatever for his imputation against 
the company; and further, they consider that they have good cause of complaint , 
against the committee for adopting such imputation; and they must express a 
decided opivion that it was most unjust to the company to endeavour to induce the | 
public to believe that the company had supplied them, during a succession of years, 
with an inferior article, without any evidence whatever to support such acharge. | 
BREAKING Ur OF STREETS.—The ¢irectors rejoice to find thet the committee | 
have ascertained that the nuisance of breaking up the public thoroughfares has | 
been so much reduced, as they remember that the great reason urged for the amal-| 
gamation of the companies was, that if amalgamated the public would only have the | 
expense and anoyance of one company in breakiug up the streets, instead of two. | 
MISCELLANEOUS.—The directors question the pertinence of the remark made by 
one of the witnesses, “ Seeing the present Gas Company have arrived at their maxi- | 
mum dividend, they have ceased to have that interest in the introduction of science 
for the economical working of the company which they would otherwise feel,” as 
it must be obvious to a person of any discernment that it is the interest of the com- 
pany to prevent, if possible, agitations such as that which has called forth the present | 
inquiry, by reducing the price to the lowest rate which a proper “ regard to the | 
vested rights of the proprietors ” will permit, At the same time the directors have } 
-— inducement to an economical expenditure of the capital of the company, inas- | 
much as the present proprietors can derive no benefit from the creation of new | 
shares; while the extension of the works, in an improvident manner, would jeopar- | 
dise the dividend by spreading the profits over a large amount of capital. | 
The suggestions of the committee, in the concluding part of their report, point to | 
the corporation becoming the purchasers of the company’s works. This is not novel: | 
as, in the year 1817, the town council took the subject of water and gas supply into 
their consideration, and determined to purchase the works of the water companies, 
but considered that one gas company, under legistative restrictions, such as this com- 
pany is now under, would be most to the advantage of the public. The decision of 
the couucil has been fully justified by the result of the financial operations of the 
company since the reduction in the price from, in fact, 6s, to 4s. 6d., (the 5s. reduc- 
tion being only for three months); and now Liverpool can boast of being supplied 
with gas ofa purer quality, of greater illuminating power, and et a lower rate (the 
quality being taken into account) than any other town in the United Kingdom. 
Allusion has been made in the report to the advantages to be derived by the lower 
classes of society from the use of gas, The directors have not been unmindful of 
these advantages, and have afforded every facility for the use of gas in small tene- 
ments, so far as was consistent with security as regards payment; and they have at 
present 7761 consumers whose yearly bilis are under 2Us., and 7182 whose yearly bills 
amount to 20s., and are under 40s. 
The directors believe they have substantially replied to the various charges and 
observations contained in the committee’s report; and they would hope that the 
council, having now the whole question before them, will consider that they are best 
promoting the interests of the inhabitants of the borough, by adhering to the prin- 
ciple laid down by the council in 1847, and by discouraging all attempts to disturb 
the settlement of gas supply then effected. 
The directors will continue to discharge their duties to the best of their ability: 
whilst, on the one hand, they will at all times give every proper consideration to the 
case of the consumers; they will, on the other hand, pay that just regard to the pro- 
perty and interests of their shareholders which was contemplated by the Legislature 
—they will be guided by the company’s act of Parliament, which clearly defines the 
rights and obligations of all parties. . . ; 
Gas-Office, Newington, Dec, 4, 1855. G. H. LawRence, Chairman, 





EQUITABLE GAS COMPANY. 
The Half-yearly Ordinary Meeting of this Company took place on 
Tuesday, the 27th ult., at the Company’s Offices, John Street, 
Adelphi, for the purpose of receiving the report of the directors 
and auditors, and declaring a dividend upon the capital of the 
company, for the half year ending the 30th of June last. 
Joun Hoxpsuip, Esq., chairman of the board of directors, presided. 
Mr. AnpReEws, the secretary, having read the minutes of the last 
half-yearly meeting, and also of an extraordinary meeting, they were 
confirmed. 
The following report and statement of accounts were then sub- 
mitted to the meeting :— 


The usual period for submitting an account of the operations of the company has 
arrived, and your directors accordingly lay before you a statement showing the 
results of the last half year’s proceedings, which they regret presents an unfavour- 
able comparison with former periods, arising from a combination of difficulties, of 
an extraordinary nature and magnitude, which they had to encounter in the months of 
January and February last, and which were referred to in their reports at the meetings 
of shareholders held here in the months of March and May last. To overcome those 
difficulties was a work of much labour, and necessarily of great cost for the time 
being, and which has had the effect of absorbing a large proportion of the profit. 
It is a source of much regret to your directors that any check to the former pro- 
gressive and satisfactory state of the compapy should have taken place; but they 
view it as a temporary reaction incidental to all large commercial undertakings, but 
which is not to be considered as an indication that the future working of the concern 
will be equally unsatisfactory. 
In addition to the causes _ referred to, as affecting the profits on the last half 
year, your directors desire to remind you of the continued high price of coals, freight, 
and every material connected with the manufacture of gas, and the large decrease 
in the value of all products, as compared with former periods, there being a falling 
off in the receipt for products of nearly £1000, as compared with the previous half 
year, with an increase of 150 tons of coals carbonised ; and of the corresponding half 
year, with an increase of 2000 tons of coals carbonised, the reduction in the receipt 
for products has been £1100. . . FAD ; 
Yet, notwithstanding the opposing circumstances here alluded to, it is satisfacto 
to be able to state that the gas rental for the last half year amounted to £22,273, 
being an increase of nearly £100 on the corresponding period of the previous year. 
The directors refer to the continued increase in the demand for gas, with the view 
$f showing that their exertions to extend the trading operations of the company have 
been successfully carried out; and they hope to revert in a short time to a profitable 
of their labours. 
rem March last you resolved ona further issue of debentures, to the amount of 


7} 








£25,000, for the purpose of extending the manufacturing plant, and increasing the 
working capital; your directors have now to inform you that £22,990 have been 
taken up. 3 : : 

The = works have received the constant attention of the directors. They are 
progressing towards completion, and it is hoped they will be brought partially into 
operation during this year. ¢ ; ; 

Phe accounts of the company, which have been examined and certified by the 
auditors, and which will now be laid before you, exhibit a manufacturing profit, up 





committee have imputed to the 
by manufacturing inferior gas, 





Under the above head (Cost of Manufacture) the 
company that it has unduly i d its 
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to the 30th of June last, of £3270. 2s. 1d.; which amount is subject to a charge of 
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County court expenses (MONEY in COUT), ..... eeeeees seeee csenee 





245,350 7 0 


The CuarrMan proposed that the report of the board of directors, 
| together with the accounts, be received and entered on the minutes. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, 

The Cuarrman then said it was usual for a chairman, appearing 
in that capacity for the first time at a half-yearly meeting, to say 
something with reference to his new position. He, however, would 
not detain them long. He had done all he could to get an efficient 
chairman, but was at length persuaded by the board to accept the 
office himself. He hoped, therefore, the meeting would put up with any 
mperfections on his part that might arise from the want of experience. | 
Contrary to the usual practice, the report had been Iaid on the table 
for inspection some time before the meeting. The last half-yearly 
report was not favourable, but it prepared the minds of the share- 
holders for what had since taken place. The board regretted that 
they were not at present able to present a more satisfactory report 
of the affairs of the company; but perhaps the less said on that 
subject the better. The directors would be happy to answer any 
questions that might be asked. 

Mr, Ruopes: Can you give me any information as to the leakage? 

The Cuarnman: I think in that matter I can report favourably. 
It is less than that of the lasthalf year. The leakage is now estimated 
iat 20 per cent.; it was 20% the previous half year. 
Mr. Ruopers: Have you finished the new works? 


The Cuarnman: No. 
Mr. Ruopes: I had not had an opportunity of visiting the works 








during the last half year; but I suppose the principal work you are 


| engaged upon is the coal stores ? 
The Cuainman: A great deal more; we are extending the retort- | 


house. 
Mr, Ruoprs: Then have you all clay retorts? Are you doing 


away with the iron retorts? 


and through clay retorts, 

Mr. Ruopes: Will you demolish the iron retorts ? 

A Direcror: No; we shall use the iron retorts we have at present, 
but all the new ones will be of clay. 

Mr. Ruopves: Respecting the alterations and repairs of works— 
what do you calculate will be the outlay from the commencement to 
the conclusion ? 

The Cuarrman: They will be under £20,000. We were em- 
| powered to raise £25,000, of which we have raised £22,900; and we 

have already appropriated a portion of that towards the new works. 

Mr. Box: There must be certain things which it is not the 
interest of the directors to divulge. It would be unwise to dis- 
close everything stated in a correspondence between the different 
companies until matters are brought to such a focus as to justify the 
board in laying them before the proprietors fur their approbation or 
disapprobation. Nobody has said anything yet about the accounts, 
and I regret that it falls to my lot to say something on that subject. 
I regret it the more, as I feel my inability, through illness, to say 
half as much as I would wish to say. (Laughter.) In reference to 


occurred in the beginning of the year. Now the question arises in my 
mind, ‘* How did these accidents occur?’’ and where did the fault 


engineer. In al! well-organised societies, there are superiors and 
inferiors—there are servants and masters. Now, in the first place, I 
would ask, under whose superintendence was the engineer ? 
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| that serious affair have taken place? I think not. 


The Cuatrman: That is our intention ; we intend to have through | 


the report, it appears that some unforeseen circumstances or accidents | 


lie—if there be a fault? I understand that it was the fault ot the | 
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£1174. 19s. 1d. for interest on the borrowed capital of the company; of £126. 16s.3d. | capital of the company; but it must be observed that this amount of £1577. 12s. 9d. 

written off as bad debts; and other deductions, leaving a balance of £1577. 13s. 9d.; | is subject to a deduction of certain contingent claims, amounting to £788. 5s. 3d. 

and from this amount your directors recommend you to declare a dividend of 53. per | ‘The directors, however, expect that some portion, at least, of those claims will be | 
share, free of the income-tax, being at the rate of one per cent. per annum upon the | recovered, 
Dr. MANUFACTORY ACCOUNT, From Jan. 1 ro June 30, 1855. Cr. 

To tradesmen’s accounts, for lime, &C.....eeeee se eseceeres evececees £1,097 5 4 | By gas rental, half year to June 3@, 1855............ ain - £22,272 19 9 | 
Coals comemmed .. oc. cccce seccce cee cecccccecs ccccce cocece - 1188614 9 Coke account, proceeds of sales and stock " coon |«6=— 8088 15 9) 
Wages paid in manufactory and distribution of gas ............ 3,685 8 5 Tar “ oo 4 397 17 10) 
Rent, rates, and taxes, paid and due ..., ...se.-e ee cece cone nee 42611 0 Ammoniacal liquor _,, |. |) * gepwaebeote ES Sa M 242 14 11 
Directors, paid ...... PE EE PE . 375 0 0 Discount and allowances on tradesmen’s accounts.............. 1b 211, 
Auditors, paid an@ dae oc .- cece cocvcece sevcsccosccscs cetevces 30 0 0 Breeze account, sales and stock ..........5 sped hehinee db 0008 266 10 11) 
ORRIN, NEE; i Ricitetaise dine teckewnddechcscbccegasee enesic . 953 17 6 Gas supplied to other companies ., .....0..csseeceees seevecees 31 2 10) 
Collectors’ commission, paid and due..... $9000 000690808080 6080 318 2 3 
Stationery, stamps, &c. - lea deleaied ~ ienend 8010 1 
General charges, paid ...... ce.s eseee oe cece 329.17 4 
Gas allowance, amount written off .. ° 68 6 6 
Wear and tear, amount of account ....... siinn sodthitin teak Wea 3,773 9 8 
Profit aud loss—half year’s working profit ., ..ccsece sees teeees 3,270 2 1 

ener eS ——— | 
£26,295 411 £26,295 411) 
Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, rrom Jan. 1 To June 30, 1855. Cr. 

To dividends, for 23rd dividend under Act of Incorporation ...... £4,000 0 © | By balance of unappropriated profits ......cecescsececesocceseseees £4,368 13 2 
Interest, amount of account for half year to June 30,1855 ...... 1,174 19 1 Cash, for bad debts recovered 000 seeces oeeeereececces 16 10 9) 
Bad debts, amount written off to June 30, 1855 2. ...... cee wees 126 16 3 Suspended A000Rnt 600s c0ss cccpec cose seccece ieenet Seidman See 49,395 10 8 if 
General law charzes, amount of avcourt.,..... woe Covcccccccse co 56 710 Manufactory account, half-year’s working profits ....seee...+-. 3,270 2 | 
Income and property tax, amount reserved ., 350 16 11 | 
Suspended account ..........cccccssess ove 49,674 3 10 | 
Balance, half year’s net protits.........ssecee« 1,577 12 9 } 

£56,960 16 8 £56,960 16 8 
Dr. ' BALANCE SHEET, June 30, 1855. Cr. | 
To investment, amount of account ........ .- eecccces £205,000 13 0 By capital joint stock, received of proprietors ..........+ ovececccece £180,722 10 0} 
if charged this balf year ....+e.se0-0- 4,927 1 2 Tradesmen’s accounts, due by the company... ........ ++. nes 3,959 7 10) 
——__—_——- £710,463 14 1! Taxes, balance due ....-+. Setscooves Sescccovee e000 cceeuees eee il6 1 5/} 
Gas rental, due to the company ........-..0-+.. I444l 10 2 Collectors’ commission, due .. om 9000s 60000s 0006 136 17 11} 
e outstanding accounts ...... .eeseees 964 3 8 RTE, Bie 00.0000: conecnes ttlepep cede nncketeeee1eennsee onnese 30620 0! 
a )SsW5,405 13 10 Debentures, balance of amount issued ....... enccseccesetssece 56,70 0 0) 
Cash, balance in hand .......... .+ ee ey pe interest, balance of amount issued to June 30, 1855 281 6 0) 
‘Tradesmen’s accounts, owing for coke, Kc. ......seeeeeees eee. 1,076.13 0 Gas deposits, due to sundry depositors .... ....eess cess ceseee ee 175 12 9) 
Breeze, stock on hand ‘eae sain Ctl 92 4 0} Dividends, balance due to June 30,1855 ....... 9 sees apecrenen 796600 
Dar, O0.0.60 cecgcces 0 0000 cow 1819 8} Income and property tax, balance due to June 30, 1855 Bh 80118 4! 
General stores, retorts, fire go 2216 5 3 Profit and loss, half year’s net profit3,.......seee+eees diecseese tT ee 
Coals, do... cccccccccesccccccecoccccccccscccceccoseccs 3,310 7 8 | 
OE ARR MERE SR ORE ES 01 DIET ED 368 11 5 | 
Main-pipes, syphons, 86., d0.....0 cccccvescepe coccsecs secccece 52517 7 | 
Meters, amount of account. ... 2... sesecessesee 0 cecccccocces 7,493 10 7 | 
Sundry contingent creditors ........ cceccecece seeces 10 e008 one 576 0 6 | 
1317 5 


£245,350 7 0) 

The Cuarrman: Under the superintendence of the board. 

Mr. Box: Not under any one particular individual ? 

The Cuarnman : Certainly not, , 

Mr. Box: Then it does appear to me that there was some defalea- 
tion or defect in the superintendence of the works and the engineer, 
As I understand from the report, the errors that occured were not 
sudden, but went over the lapse of two or three months, during which 
time several complaints were made. Now, if the engineer attended 
to his duty, or those who looked after him attended to theirs, would 


The Cuaizman: It was a gradual work, but an accident occurred 
that threw us into the greatest possible confusion. The engine 
working the exhauster broke down, and the pressure, in consequence, 
being thrown on the clay retorts, fractured them; and the ges 
went up the shaft, instead of being retuined by us. The directors 
having ascertained the fact, had the necessary repairs made, and the 
wastage has been much less since, The whole of the evil lay in the 
accident which occurred to the retorts. We applied to our friends in 
other companies to assist us, and they did so most kindly. We got 
over our difficulties gradually; but the great loss which the company 
sustained arose from the waste of gasin the retort-house, Engineering 
errors could not be immediately remedied. We could not send away 
our engineer without some investigation into his conduct. He, how- 
ever, resigned himself. The loss to the company was very great 
indeed. We have now duplicated machinery throughout our manu- 
factory, and consequently prepared against the effect of any accident. 
Mr. VanpDEWALL: We stated at the time of the accident all the 
circumstances of the case. 
The Cuairman: The accident occurred at a time when the greatest 
quantity of gas was required of us. 
Mr. Box: I thought the accident arose principaily from shifting 
from the iron to the clay retorts. 
The Cuarrman : It was partially so. 
Mr. Box: Well, that circumstance having passed by, we must ree 
gard it as a thing of very rare occurrence, There is one thing that I 
should like to make some remarks upon—not so much on my own 
account as on account of those whom I introduced to the company as | 
shareholders. I can bear a sudden loss, even if it were double or 
' treble that of which we complain; but there are persons connected 
with this company whose livelihood depends on the interest of the 
money invested in the concern, They will suffer most severely from 
the small dividend which you are about to declare. Five shillings, or 
1 per cent., is a dividend which I did not expect. With respect to 
the manufacturing account, it is te me astounding; I don’t know 
how to account for it. I know very well that there have been great 
| fallings off in the products from the coke and coal in this compan 

and others ; but when I look to the coke account of this half year, 

find that it is not one-third of the coal account. That is what I have 
| not seen in any company whatever. It is usually the case that the 
| income from coke bears the proportion of nearly one half to the coal 
| account; but here I find that the coal account is £11,000, and that 

the coke account is only £3000 and odd. That is a serious falling off, 
| If the coke had borne the same proportion to the coal which it has 
| ever done for the last two or three years, we should have had enough 
| to pay our usual dividend of 4 per cent. Whether this arises from a 

depreciation of the profits of coke generally, or from some neglect on 

the part of those having the superintendence of the coke department 

I know not. Idon’t know how it may have been, but there is an erro, 
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somewhere. There it is—[pointing to the account angrily ]—there is 
the account, and a very serious account it is. In reference to the 
debit side, I must say that there is one item here which ought not 
to come upon us as it does; I mean the alteration of the offices 
below. Five hundred pounds are charged for them. I will not use 
any harsh expressions, or make any undue remarks. I will simply 
|| say, ‘* We are down, and how are we to get up?”” But, now that we 
are down to 5s. per share, we have actually got an extra burden put 
upon us. Here [pointing to the accounts] are memorandums about 
contingencies. ‘These are doubtful matters. All of these things are 
not bond fide debts; let them stand over. I never saw such an ac- 
count before. Why are these put in red ink? I never saw such an 
account !!! 

The Cuarrman: We will explain that to you, sir. 

Mr. Box: In the account I saw in the office there were the same 
memorandums on the balance-sheet written in red ink, I would 
propose that those memorandums in the account be expunged, and that 
the £500 for the alterations in the offices be thrown over the space of 
| four or five years, and then the expenditure would fall lightly on 
each half year. We have done so before with large accounts which 
were spread over a long period, and the expenditure was not felt, 
| until the debt was completely wiped off. Let the same thing be done 
|'now. Another thing which occasions me great surprise is this:—A 
resolution was passed at a special meeting to raise £20,000 in deben- 
tures; an extra £5000 was then granted to wipe away the “ sus- 
pended account,” and yet here it is. (Laughter.) 

A Director: The accounts must be closed. 

Mr. Box: It appears to me as if it were intended to absorb the 
| £368 surplus profit of last half year; I cannot account for it in any 
other way. I am, therefore, under the necessity of moving an amend- 
'ment. I feel very much and deeply with respect to the state of the 
| accounts presented to us, and not so much on my own account as on 
account of those depending for their living upon the dividends. I 
| beg leave to move, as an amendment, ‘‘ That the report and the ac- 
counts be received, with the exception of the memoranda added to 
the profit and loss account in the balance-sheet,”"-— [Here a gentle- 
man handed, Mr. Box a lithographed statement of the accounts, and 
called his attention to the fact that there were no such memoranda as 
those to which he alluded.] Now there is no memoranda here, but 
I had a copy presented to me in the office containing those memo- 
rada——‘ and the striking out of the suspended account from the 
profit and loss sheet; also, that the expenses for the offices and 
alterations be taken out of the manufacturing account, and thrown 
over the space of five years.” 

Mr. J. W. Jonzs seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Wueeter: I hopeI shall convince my friend that, however 
earnest he may be, he was not quite wise in moving such an amend- 
ment. I assure him that we are much obliged to him for the pains 
he takes in making everything intelligible. I understand that there 
are a great many shareholders who will suffer by the smallness of 
this half-year’s dividend; but it is unwise for any parties who suffer 
after the manner he describes to come into a trading concern like this. 
Sometimes we may have considerable profits, and sometimes we may 
suffer considerable loss. We are not like the iron or the sugar trade; 
we have a fixed price for our gas. The public, unfortunately, have 
fixed that = at a very low figure; and nothing but the greatest 
caution and care can give us any profits. When we have accidents 
occurring, we must be subject to great loss. Let those who want 
certain dividends invest their money in Consols. Mr. Box himself 
seems to forget that he was formerly opposed to having any suspended 
account, as by doing so we should not be keeping fair faith with the 
shareholders. Having wiped off the suspended account, do not let 
us have any fresh suspended account. 

Mr. Box: Certainly not. 

Mr. Wuee LER: But you wish office alterations to be’put as a sus- 
pended account for five years. 

Mr. Box: Oh, no! 

Mr. VANDEWALL: But it must be done if your amendment is 
carried. 

Mr. Wueeter: This suspended account proposed by Mr. Box in 
| his amendment could not be done with justice to the proprietors, who 
have already paid their money to defray the expenses of those altera- 
| tions. My friend, Mr. Box, has described this account as a melée of 
mystification, because it contains those items for alterations, &c. ; 
but he will find that those items are on both sides, and that they 
balance each other. As to the red ink accounts, they were placed 
| there to show clearly and fairly how the affairs of the company stood, 
|and that you have only an honest £971. 9s. to divide; that is the 
| real state of your affairs. Now, if you divide 5s, a share, you would 
| require £1000; but you have only the sum I stated. I think Mr. 
| Box is the last man that would wish the company to run into debt; 
| and, having now been informed of the true state of the case, I hope 
| 








that he will not press his amendment. We shall have no suspended 
| account for the future, 
Mr. Ruopes requested Mr. Box to withdraw the amendment. 

| Mr, Box (angrily): No, sir! no, sir! certainly not. Is it candour? 
| Those office expenses were to come out of the £1000. They ought 

not to appear in our accounts at all. 
| Mr, Wurerer: The memorandums in red ink refer to accounts 
not yet collected, and we could not put them into the account until 
they come in. Some of those accounts may never be paid. 

Mr. VanpEWwALL: They are not taken out of the profits of this 
half year. 

Mr. Box: It is absurd to say that they do not come out of the 
profits of this half year. If the £500 had not been put on the debit 
side, our profits would have been so much greater. Our friend says 
the memorandums in red ink may or may not come in. I think ita 
singular thing to have memorandums in red ink of debts that may or 
may not come in. 

The Cuarrman: The obiect of the directors is to enlighten all the 





proprietors on the exact state of our affairs. If the directors were 
manufacturers of accounts, and not of gas, they would not have done 
this. (Hear, hear.) With regard to office alterations, the matter was 
fully discussed by the board; and we thought that it was better, 
upon the whole, to put into this half year the whole of the expenses 
of those alterations, instead of running them overa lengthened period, 
I think the proprietors generally will agree with us that we were 
right in endeavouring to start as clearly as possible. You see the 
suspendec account is on both sides, and therefore it is cleared off. It 
was absolutely requisite that it should be brought into this half-year’s 
account; but next half year you will hear nothing of it. 

Mr. Box: Is this intended to be the amount of the suspended 
account? 

The Cuarrman: It is brought into this half year for the purpose 
of making the accounts clear tor the future. 

Mr. Box: I wish now to sum up on the remarks that have been 
made, According to the report, we are to have a dividend of 5s. per 
share. Ihave moved an amendment, because, if those expenses were 
not brought into this half-year’s account, this £500 for office altera- 
tions, and the £300 of surplus profits of the last half year, would leave 
in our hands for division a sum of £2450, which would give us nearly 
24 percent. There can be nothing more damaging to a concern like 
this than having the dividends fluctuating. What will the public 
think of us? They will say that we do not know how to manage our 
concerns. One half year we have 2§ per cent., another 3, another 4, 
and now you propose 1 percent. One half year the surplus profits 
were £4200; another £3000; another £2000. Now I want to make 
an alteration in this; I want you to do as other companies do when 
they have a bad half year: they fall back upon their surplus profits 
for their dividends. The Phanix Company, the Chartered Com- 
pany, and other companies always do so; and we should do so. We 
have surplus profits; the board has got £1500 of a surplus, and that 
would make 4 per cent. comfortably. 

The Cuarrman: Two per cent., you mean. 

Mr. Box: Two and a half percent. We have ample surplus pro- 
fits to fall back upon to keep our heads above water. 

Mr. Wueerer: All the surplus profits, as you denominate them, | 








are gone out in investments, and we have no money at sll, Ask the! 
accountant. | 
Mr. Box : I take it from your own accounts, | 
Mr. Vanpewatt: In the first part of these accounts, as is patent, 


to the shareholders and the world at large, it will be seen that there | 
was a large incubus, in the shape of debts incurred years ago, and | 
these were brought forward under the denomination of a suspended | 
account, which amounted to many thousands. 

Mr. Box: £52,000. | 

Mr. VanpewaLL: What is the position of the company? You had| 
£50,000 in the shape of a suspended account, which, after dividing 

what was reasonable and equitable to divide, we have wiped away 
with the surplus profits; and, thank God! this is the last time the 
directors will have to speak of the suspended account. ‘The surplus 
profits, which Mr. Box imagines to exist, have no existence what- 
ever. They have been appropriated to wipe off a debt which was 
given to us as an heir-loom, but which, by our good management, 
we have got rid of. We, as directors, could deal in no other way 
with the £500. We acted according to your own direction. We 
have closed the suspended account, and you will hear no more of it, 
As to the contingent debts, I will admit that they have never been 
brought before you in the way they have this half year; and I trust 
that every half year they will be brought forward in the same way; 
for it is only fair, just, and candid, that the shareholders should know 
that there are certain debts which become irretrievably bad, and 
which are wiped off under the head of bad debts; and there are 
certain accounts that may not be bad, but concerning which we can 
say nothing. We keep some of these accounts open, and bring them 
forward, imagining that something may arise from them; but when 
we find that they are irretrievable, we wipe them off as very bad 
debts. We cannot say that we can divide this £1500 surplus which 
Mr. Box talks of; we do not possess it. We deeply regret this 
position, but we cannot control it. It is true, we might have spread 
that £500 over five years, but would that be fair? We deeply regret 
it is so sad an account, but it is a just account. 

Mr. Box: I had nearly finished when the director who has just 
spoken interrupted me. I am sorry to see this £500 coming into the 
account, inasmuch as £3000 were voted for this and other purposes. 
I did not make these remarks to depreciate the concern, but to keep 
ourselves in a good position before the public generally, and also for 
the benefit of the shareholders. 

The amendment was then put, and, only three hands being held up| 
for it, it was lost; and the original resolution was carried, Mr, Box 
only dissenting. 

Mr. Ruopes: Are you likely to want any more gasholders ? 

The Cuarrnman: Not at present. 

Mr. Marpon then moved, “That a dividend out of the profits of the 
concern of 5s. per share, being at the rate of 1 per cent. per annum, 
be declared, and be payable on and after the 3rd of December next, 
Saturdays excepted, between the hours of ten and four. 

Mr. Ruopss seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Box: Will the new works be completed before Christmas? 

The Cuarrman: No, 

Mr. Box: I understand that out of the amount of debentures 
£22,000 have been taken off. What has become of the money? Only 
£4000 have been laid out. | 

The Cuarrman: The amount received to June last was £12,450, | 
of which sum £4000 has been applied. Subsequently other moneys | 
have been received, amounting in total to £22,950, The balance of | 
this sum, not yet applied, was at the company’s bankers on loan) 
account, bearing interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, 

Votes of thanks were then severally accorded to the directors and 
auditors, and the proceedings terminated. 
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CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. 
On Friday, the 7th inst., a Special Meeting of the Proprietors of 
this Company was held at their offices, Horseferry Road, for the 
purpose of electing a director to supply a vacancy occasioned in the 
direction by the decease of Richard Hopper, Esq. 
Bensamin Hawes, Esq., the governor of the company, presided. 
Mr. Becx, deputy-governor, in proposing the Hon, Richard H. 
Browne as a fit and proper person to fill the vacant seat at the board, 
said he had known the honourable gentleman for many years, and 
had the highest opinion of his integrity and talent for business. In 
1850 and 1851, when the company had to encounter a severe oppo- 
sition from the Western and Great Central Companies, the board felt 
the importance of having the assistance of influential gentlemen as 
directors, who could communicate freely with members of both | 
Houses of Parliament. Mr. Brown was then requested to allow him- | 
self to be put in nomination for the next vacancy. This he consented 
to do, but it was subsequently determined not to fill up the vacancy. | 
On the present occasion the board, though not in the habit of inter- 
fering in those elections, had promised him their support; and on that | 
understanding he had consented to come forward, and pledged him- 
self, if elected, to attend diligently to the business of the company. 
In addition to his intelligence and business habits, he was a man of 
the highest honour and integrity. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion. 

Mr. WELLS, in supporting the motion, said it might appear sin- 
gular in him to do so, inasmuch as his name was subscribed to a 
circular recommending Captain Giffard, a gentleman who was in 
every way qualified to fulfil the duties of director. He (Mr. Wells) 
supported the Hon. R. H. Browne on this occasion becau:ze, in addi- 
tion to his being well qualified, he was first in the field, and hada 
prior claim. He (Mr. Wells) hoped, however, that when the next 
vacancy occurred, the proprietors would elect Captain Giffard. 

It was then unanimously resolved that the Hon. Richd, H. Browne 
be elected as a director, in the room of Richd, Hopper, Esq., deceased. 

The honourable gentleman, having made the usual declaration, 
briefly thanked the proprietors for the honour conferred on him, and 
promised to devote his time and energies to the promotion of the 
prosperity of the company, (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Wuuirr announced that his friend, Mr. Frederick Pollock, 
would offer himself as a candidate fur the next vacancy. He was 
fully qualified to act as a director on account of his scientific educa- 
tion. He was a most successful cadet at Addiscombe College. In 
India he had given great satisfaction, by the manner in which he 
|discharged the duties entrusted to him. He had also obtained a 
medal from the Institute of Civil Engineers. He was the eldest son 
of General Sir G. Pollock and the nephew of Sir D. Pollock, and, 
in the opinion of Sir P. Laurie, would be a great acquisition to the 
,company as a director. He (Mr. White) hoped that when the next 
| vacancy occurred, Mr. Pollock would have the honour of being 
enrolled as a member of the board. 

The Governor said that at the last meeting he had given a flat- 
' tering account of the condition of the company, and he was happy to 
state the company was still progressing, and hoped to be able at 
| their next meeting to announce a still better dividend than at the last. 
| The proceedings then terminated. 














| WotverHAmpton.—On Saturday, the 24th ult., the workmen in 
| the employ of the Wolverhampton Gas Company assembled at the 
| house of Mr. Thomas Rowbotton, Fountain Inn, York Street, for the 
| purpose of presenting a testimonial to Mr. John Annan, late foreman, 
| who was leaving to take charge of the Sheerness Gas Works. Mr. 
| Proud, engineer to the company, occupied the chair, and Mr. Horner, 
cashier, the vice-chair. The presentation having been made, and | 
very feelingly acknowledged by Mr. Annan, the health of Mr. Annan 
was proposed-and drunk with three times three, amidst the most 
rapturous applause. The healths of the chairman and vice-chairman 
were drunk with musical honours, and duly acknowledged; the 
clerks of the establishment, acknowledged by Mr. H. Vaughan; the 
meter-inspector, acknowledged by Mr. Kidd. Various other toasts 
followed, the company separating highly pleased with the pro- 
ceedings. The testimonial, which consisted of a handsome case of 
mathematical instruments, manufactured by Mr. James Gargory, of 
Birmingham, bore the following inscription :—‘‘ Presented to Mr. 
John Annan, foreman to the Wolverhampton Gas Company, by the | 
workmen, as a small token of esteem on his leaving the employ of 
the company.” 

Caxcurra.—The Bengal Hurkaru, of the 11th Oct., 1855, says— 
“ We are very happy to learn that the works of the Oriental Gas 
Company are making rapid progress, and that prompt measures have 








Dec. 10, 1855.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 


| blishments in Calcutta lighted with gas. 


been taken to supply the loss of materials incurred by the wreck of 
the Dream, This loss is not, however, likely in any way to delay 
the completion of the undertaking, as stores are now being landed 
from the eighth vessel that has brought out consignments to the 
agents in Calcutta, and there is every reason to suppose that these 
will continue to arrive in larger quantities than will be required. 
Four engineers, or foremen of works would perhaps be their more 
proper designation, have recently come out, and are already at work 
laying down mains, if we are rightly informed. The new Medical 
Hall, now being erected at the corner of Government Place and the 
Esplanade, for Messrs. Scott, Thompson, and Co., is to be at once 
fitted with piping, so that when the company is ready to supply gas, 
it will only be necessary to connect these with the main. It is also 
under contemplation, we hear, to put up piping in Messrs. D. Wilson 
and Co.’s new hotel, so that these will probably be the first esta- 
In the former, we under- 
stand there will be no less than forty lights, which will render it a| 
brilliant object to the very extremity of the Chowringhee Plain. We 
have no doubt that the example of these two firms will be largely | 
followed, and that in many private residences likewise oil and wax | 
will give place to gas-lights, as being less expensive and more) 
brilliant. As a proof of this assertion, we may mention that it has 
been ascertained that the lighting of the Bengal Club cost £700 per 
annum, which is stated to be a larger sum than is expended by any | 
club in London for gas. The houses in Calcutta, from the rooms | 
being so lofty, and from their being so seldom closed at night, are | 
admirably adapted for the use of gas; and as a single gas-lamp, 
which gives the light of a dozen wax candles, can be burnt for a! 
smaller cost than the oil-lights that now feebly illumine our apart- | 
ments, we cannot but anticipate that, before many years are over, gas | 
will be burnt in every large mansion in Calcutta, and in many of the 
more humble residences,’ 
MarsEILLes.—The municipal council of this city has accepted the 
offer of a new company to supply gas to the private consumers at 30) 
centimes the cubic metre (6s. 8d. per 1000 feet), the contractors taking | 
upon themselves all the risk of prosecuting a lawsuit against the Im-| 
perial Continental Gas Company, who now light the city, the object | 
of which is to force that company to take up and remove its pipes. _| 
Dunpez.~-The Dundee Gas Company have appointed Mr. J. Z. 
Kay as manager of their works, in the place of the late Mr. James 
Russell—Mr. Kay retaining his place as manager of the new company’s 
works, A ‘suffering shareholder” hopes that some benefit will 
result to both bodies trom this amalgamation of offices. 
PortasLe Stream Borner ror Gas Worxs.—Mr. James Sharp, 
the intelligent manager of the Southampton Gas Works, has con- | 
structed a small boiler, mounted on wheels, which he uses with ve 
beneficial effect for injecting high-pressure steam into pipes in whic 
naphthaline has collected,and partially or entirely choked them, The 
dissolved naphthaline must be pumped up out of the syphon before | 
the solution has had time to become cold. 
Burstine oF aA TANK at THE Ipswich Gas Worxs—A serious, 
misfortune took place at these works on the evening of the 8th ult., | 
resulting in the destruction of a tank and gasholder, which had just 
been completed. The tank was of cast iron, and was originally | 
erected in 1847, on land which had then recently formed part of the 
bed of the river. A settlement had taken place in part of the founda- 
tions, and it was deemed necessary to take the tank down for the 
purpose of repairing them; and, at the same time, to convert the, 
single into a telescope gasholder. All was completed, and prepara- | 
tions were in progress for testing the holder on the morning of the | 
9th, so as to have the benefit of it for the following Saturday night. | 
A small leak had been observed a day or two previous at the engle| 
of one of the plates of the third tier from the bottom, and a cramp 
had been shrunk on the flange, which for a time kept the defective | 
parts more firmly together. The water again made its appearance 
in a small driblet on the afternoon of the 8th, and while Mr. Goddard, 
the company’s engineer, was in the act of giving directions for some | 
further at%mpts to stop the leak, the water burstout. The tank | 
was rent from top to bottom, and the gasholder collapsed, presenting | 
a most complete wreck. The directors have thoroughly investigated | 
the matter, and satisfied themselves that the accident did not arise | 
either from any deficiency in the thickness of the plates, or in the. 
number of the hoops, which had both been tested by seven years’ 
use, but from the instability of the foundation, which no skill, 
prudence, or forethought could have foreseen or prevented ; and they, 
in the handsomest manner, passed a resolution exempting their 
engineer from all blame, The accident places Mr. Goddard in the 
difficult position of supplying nearly 300,000 feet of gas per diem, 
with only 50,000 of gasholders room. 
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TO GAS COMPANIES. 


Advertisements. 


PELTON MAIN GAS COAL. 

Parties wanting a supply of these first-class 

GAS COALS, which are extensively used in the London 

and other gas works, will please to apply to Mr. JAMES 
JOICEY, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 


ANDERSON’S 
DOUBLE-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER 


is the most simple and effective machine of the kind 
made, It gives no appreciable oscillation or slip; works 
with extremely little friction; and requires nv internal 
lubrication. 

These Exhausters are in operation both in London 
and the Provinces, pumping from 10,000 to 70,000 cubic 
feet of gas per hour. They occupy very little space, and 
may be set either perpendicular or horizontal. 

Particulars of price, &c., may be had on application 
to Mr, ANDERSON, at the Gas Works, Rotherhithe 
LONDON. 











GAS FIRE-PLACE, 


The attention of Surgeons, Architects, Solicitors, 
and the Public, is respectfully solicited to a new and 
beautiful 


GAS FIRE-PLACE 


which B. WHEELER has succeeded in registering, for 
heating surgeries, offices, entrance halls, bedrooms, &c. 
This stove has been carefully examined by many scien- 
“tific men, has the unqualitied approval of the Faculty, 
and is considered to surpass all the other gas stoves in 
use. It is extremely simple in its construction, and 
has theattractions of the Englishman’s coal fire, without 
creating the slightest smell or dust. 
To be obtained through any respectable gasfitter, and 


at 
B. WHEELER'S, 


Gas Stove and Fittings Depit, 
ALBERT STREET, AND Hounp’s GaTE, 
NOTTINGHAM, 








JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Banp Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1530), 


Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles. the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 


JOSEPH LAMB and CO, 
WALLBOTTLE COLLIERY, 

NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturers of FIRE CLAY RETORTS of all 
dimensions; FIRE BRICKS; and every other article 
in Fire Clay. 

Also owners of HOLYWELL MAIN GAS COAL. 
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BASFORD’S 
PATENT PURIFIED COAL GAS. 


The patentee guarantees to produce “ 15,000 cubic 
feet of pure gas into the gasholder ” from one ton of any 
ordinary gascoal. Also, coke of great density, free from 
all sulphurous or noxious impurities; and a valuable 
pigment for painting, dyeing, &c. 

Notice is given that persons using this invention 
(without licence under the patent) will be proceeded 


against. 
Terms of Licence, &c¢., may be obtained of the 


Patentee, or Messrs. MILL and STRUTTON, 17, Ampton 
Place, Gray’s Inn Road, LONDON. 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON & CO., 
ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, 
AND 
CONTRACTORS 
Sor the Erection, Enlargement, and Repair of 


GAS & WATER WORKS, 
No. 84, CHARLES-STREET, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

Works: 

Tunnel Foundry and Iron Works, DUDLEY, 
JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 

RF, CITY ROAD, 

N 








WENLOCK IRON WH: 
LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, &c.; also Lamp 
Columns of different patterns. 

London Agent, Mr. ALFRED PENNY, Engineer, 
WeEnLock Iron Works, Wharf-road, CrTy-roap, 
who undertakes the manufacture and erection of gas- 
holders, purifiers, iron roofs, and every description of 
apparatus in use in gas works. 


IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— 
Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 
Nesbit, E1gHtoNn Moor OFFIce, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


ROBERT MACLAREN, 
(Successor to Andrew Liddle and Co.,) 
IRONFOUNDER AND GAS ENGINEER. 
Manufacturer of Patent Iron Tubing, Block Tin, 
Lead, and Composition Tubing. Cast-iron Gas and 
Water Pipes of all sizes, and every description of 


Gas Apparatus. 
GLOBE FOUNDRY, GLASGOW. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 

Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perkins, 67, Mark-lane. 


WEST and GREGSON, 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers ; also to the Paris Universal Ex- 
hibition. Class 1 V., Section 1., No. 269. 














GAS JETS.—TO CONSUMERS OF GAS. 
ILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS 


have, by their improved machinery, succeeded 
in making GAS JETS of a description superior to any 
hitherto made; they burn less than the usual quantity 
of gas, yet produce a body of light greater in power 
than the ordinary Jet. Each Jet is guaranteed as proved, 
and warranted to burn the exact number of feet per 
hour marked upon it, under the given pressure. Gas 
Compauies may thus know the average consumption of 
street lamps without meters. One dozen forwarded as 
samples on receipt of twelve postage stamps. Bartho- 
lomew Street Works, BIRMINGHAM, 


PATENT SELF-ACTING TUBE CUTTER. 


LEWS & SONS, sole licensees and 
makers of the PATENT SELF-ACTING TUBE 
CUTTER, beg to call the attention of gas companies 
and others to this valuable machine, which is intended 
to supersede the hitherto tedious and expensive way of 
cutting tubes, &c., with the file, and by means of which 
the largest wrought-iron gas or steam tube may be cut 
through with ease in a few minutes. Theapparatus is 
easily fixed and adjusted to any size tube, is not liable 
to be disarranged, and will be found most useful for 
engineers, companies, fitters, &c. For drawings, 
estimonials, and prices, apply to the makers, en- 
losing two stamps. 





“WANTED immediately, Two steady, 





NO CHIMNEY WANTED FOR 


RICKETS’S PATENT CALORIFERE. 
GAS STOVES, | 


| 
IN CHURCHES, HALLS, OR SHOPS; | 
| 


And for Conservatories, or any close apartment, a pipe can be attached to convey 
away the burnt air, 


RICKETS’S CHEAP GAS STOVE, 
Price £1, 15s., 


Made of sheet-iron, suitable for heating small Counting-houses, Bed-rooms, Cellars, &c. 





MANUFACTORY, 


AGAR STREET, STRAND, LONDON. 


CLEGG ON COAL GAS. 


Now ready, in demy 4to., with numerous Engravings and Woodcuts, price £1. 11s. 6d., bound in cloth, 
the Second Edition, considerably enlarged, of 


A PRACTICAL TREATISE 


MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION OF COAL GAS; 
ITS INTRODUCTION AND PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT. | 


Illustrated by Engravings from Working Drawings, with General Estimates. 
By SAMUEL CLEGG, Jun., M. Inst. C.E., F.G.S. 


Lonpon: JoHN WeALz, 59, High Hoiporn. 

















By Her Majesty's Royal Letters Patent. GOOD NEWS FOR CAS CONSUMERS. | 
Tue BREAKAGE or GLASSES may BE AVOIDED | 
BY THE USE OF 


LLOYD'S Patent Safety Triangle | 
GLASS- HOLDER, a good and simple con- 
trivance, WITHOUT THUMB SCREW. It is adapted 
to the Fishtail Burner, costs only a few pence, and 
gives no trouble when glasses are cleaned or changed, || 
& > A Sample sent free for six stamps by C. Ltoyp, 
W hoiesale Brassfounder, 28, Upper North Place, Gray’s 
Inn Road, Lonpon, 


re be Disposed of, a Second-hand 

CONDENSER, consisting of 14 Vertical Pipes, || 

each 14 feet long, connected at top by H-pipes and || 
| Blank Flanges. Bottom box of cast-iron, with proper | 

Division-plates. Three 4-in. Valves and 4-in. Bye= | 
| pass.—Also, aSMALL BOLLER, that has been in use 
a few months—as good as new—12 ft. 6 in. long, 3 ft. | 
6 in. diameter, made of 7-16 plate, with elliptical ends. 
For particulars, apply to Mr. PENNY, Engineer, Wen- 
lock Iron Works, Wharf Road, City Roap. 








JOSE OULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police Office. —Late of No.i, Coppice-row, 

LONDON. 

Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus. 


THOMAS EDINGTON, 
PURCHASER AND INSPECTOR OF CASTINGS 
ON COMMISSION. 

17, GORDON STREET, 














GLASGOW. 

JAMES FEATHERSTONE TY, KELLY, Cast Iron Wharf, 31, 
“ , | ¢ Bankside, London. — Retorts of superior | 
ENGINEER, quality, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, || 


Syphons, and every deseription of Castings for Gas || 
and Water Works, Gasometers, Tanks, Purifiers, Con- 
eee &c., erected complete,or the materials sup- 
plied. 

Gas Valves and Sluice Cocks on an improved site| 
ciple. Patent Gas Tubing and Connections. 

A stock of the above articles kept. | 

The Pipes and Retorts supplied by M. K. are cast! 
vertically, which ensures soundness and equality of | 
hickness throughout. 


PATENT SANITARY GAS SHADES. 


These Shades, manufactured exclusively by RICE 
HARRIS, and SON, on an entirely new principle, 
effectually destroy the effluvia and smoke, and diminish 
the heat, which have hitherto made the use of gas so 
objectionable in dwelling-houses and offices, where 
cleanliness, freedom from smell, and a coo! atmosphere, 
are of importance. They are simple and inexpensive, 
and may be had at the Works, in a variety of forms 
adapted to the style of fittings or the taste of the pure 


Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 


ALLIANCE [RON Works, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHE-TER. 








TO GAS FITTERS. 


respectable, sober Men, to whom constant 
employment would be given. Apply by letter to W. 
Jongs, 11, Thomas Street, Cork. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, AND 
IRONMONGERS. 


LOYD and SUMMERFIELD, 
Manufacturers of CUT and FLINT GLASS Jet 
Moons, Globes, Hemispheres, and Chimueys of every 
description; Hall Lamps, Lustres, and Chandetiers of 
the most modern patterns. 
Park Giass WorkKS, BIRMINGHAM. 








po A Res ragehon op roy yo tenssieenei GLASS AND ALKALI WoRKs, 
° 3 2 3 A 
URIFIED COKE.—The attention of | Soeaiemaseans 
Gas Companies is requested to the advantages and 1, THReE KinG-courT, LoMBARD-STREET, 
of Purifying their Coke, as a means of increasing its LONDON. 


commercial value and its facility for sale. For infor- 
mation, apply to Mr. G. TricKETT, Metal Agent, 58, 
Spring Gardens, MANCHESTER. | 


TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, AND 
MERCHANTS. 


EDWIN DIXON, 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 

WOLVERHAMPTON, 
begs with the utmost confidence to solicit the order of | 
Gas Companies, and persons using or selling Gas 
Tubes. Having for a long period supplied the largest 
Gas Companies an s inthe United Kingdom |, 
and the Continent with unvarying approbation, and | 
almost exclusively the Local Boards of Health uvder 
Government Engineers, with Galvanised Iron Tubes | 
and Connections, it has become an inducement tomake | 
such facts known, 

Large Stock always being on hand, orders of any 
magnitude, from 10 to 100,000 feet, are executed 
promptly, and carefully tested by powerful hydraulic 
pressure before leaving the Works. 

Boilcr Tubes, Core Bars, Hollow Spindles, and _Hy- 
draulic Press Pipes, to resist 5000 lb. to the square inch, 
made on the shortest notice. oe 

The only. Prize Medal of the Great Exhibition, 1851, 
awarded, 


May 27, 1854. 


WALTER MABON, 
ENGINEER. 
ARDWICK IRON WORKS, FAIRFIELD-STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 


IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 
GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought Iron Structures. | 
GAS APPARATUS,.—W. M. has an extensive assort- | 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet | 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; | 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, | 
and Tripod Patterns, suitab'e for Gasholders, from | 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Singlelift or Tele=| 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway | 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pree | 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. | 
IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manuface- | 
tories, or Public Buildings. | 
|  PIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
| to 48 inches bore. 
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LESMAHAGO GAS COAL. 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimates to the Managers of 
Gas Works and Conaumers of Gas Coal, that he 1s pre- 
pared to ship the best quality of the above well-known | 
COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them | 
at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the | 
| Caledonian Kailway, to any extent which may be 
required, z 
rice, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
and Co., Gas Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J. H. Jones, 
1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London, 
! - 


EDWARD RUSSELL, 

| ALMA TUBE WORKS, 

WALSALL. 

Manufacturer of Wronght-iron Tubing, for Gas, 


| 








F. & C. OSLER, 
44, OX FORD-STREET, 
Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c.’&c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


(Made from “‘ ReGisTERED” DeEsIGNs), with Grass BrancuEs, &c.; suitable 
for DRawING-ROOMS and BALL-ROooMs. 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLeR to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clase of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


TUBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 
ON THE Lowest TERMS, 


LONDON; 


The more extensive use of Gas in 


Purchasers can select from 








NOW READY. 





Steam, and Water; Stocks, Taps, and Dies, and all 
kind of Gas Fittings. 


GREAT EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDAL, i 
AND CERTIFICATE FOR GAS METERS, 
Crass XXII., No, 424. 


PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-20AD, LUNDON, 





i ! 
| Manufacturers of Wetand Dry Gas METERS, STATION 

| Meters, Governors, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, | 
Gas Stoves, LANTERNS, Iron Barrel and Fittings, | 


Main Cocks, &c. &e 
Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
| in Gas Works supplied. Competent men sent into the 
Country, and References given to work done. 
| Pappon and Forp are enabled, from the suecessful 
character of their workmanship and material, to 
|| guarantee the accuaracy and durability of their 
|| meters, either Wet or Dry, for a stated period, 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 


J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 


75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 


Having applications for New and Second-hand Gas | 


Apparatus, weuld be obliged by those Companies 
having Apparatus to dispose of, to send particulars. 
And Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 


apply. 
¢ PIPES, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 
on Shortest Notice. 
STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS. 


Contracts TAKEN. 





f (GEORGE and SAMUEL CUTLER: 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-RoAD, C!TY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, 


THE BRYMBO COMPANY, 


NEAR WREXHAM, 
Manufacture Cold Blast Retorts and Pipes of a very 
superior quality, and also ship good Gas and Steam 
Coals at Saltney, on the River Dee, and at Birkenhead. 
Brymbo Iron Works and Colliery, North Wales. 
London agent, Mr. J. W. Grazebrook, 75, Old Broad- 
street. 


"U7 HITWELL PRIMROSE GAS 
} 





COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals are wrought 
| from the HUTTON SEAM only, and can be shipped either 
| at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND; or Old Harbour, 
| HARTLEPOOL; or Brandling Drops, SouTH SHIELDS; 

on application to the WHITWELL CoaL ComPpany, 
Sunderland. 





ATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS.— 

0. BROTHERS and COMPANY, Manufacturers 

of O. Brothers’s Patent, beg to state that these Retorts, 

| being made in one entire operation, and in one piece, 

| of any required shape, length, breadth, and height, are 

not liable to cracks and fissures, of which there is a just 

and general complaint; and consequently superior to, 
and cheaper than, any hitherto manufactured. 

GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent. 

cheaper than any other Clay Retorts manufactured, 


| 
| 
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References and further particulars may be obtained on 
application to the Patentee, Gas Works, BLACKBURN. 


| te: 


All other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order, 





| EVOL. IIT. of the JOURNAL of GAS- 
| LIGHTING, price 32s. 6d., bound in cloth and 
| ettered, Cloth cases for binding may be had at 2s. 6d. 
|} each, G. HEBERT, 88, Cheapside. 


By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 
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MANUFACTURED BY 
WILLIAM COWAN, 

BUCCLEUCH STREET, 

The attention of Gas Companies is respectfully di- 
rected to the above important invention in Gas Meters, 

The well-known fraud of “ tilting’? the Meter on 
one side, to enlarge the capacity of the measuring 
chambers, or allow the gas to pass unregistered, is 
entirely prevented by this invention; which simply 
consists in placing the Outlet on the front of the Meter, 
and inserting a Dip-tube, which immediately shuts off 
the gas the instant the Meter is thrown off its level. 

Another important advantage in this arrangement of 
the Outlet is, that the Measuring Wheel is entirely 
protected from frauds, by being pierced or otherwise 
tampered with. 

The above alteration of the Outlet does not in any 
way affect the present arrangement of the Fittings, this 
Meter being adapted to the Fittings at present in use. 











SHEARS AND SONS’ 
PATENT DRY GAS METERS 
Are supplied to Gas Companies and the Publie as the 


best and simplest Dry Gas Meters in use. hey are 
acknowledged to be of first-rate workmanship and accu- 
racy of registration.—Shears and Sons continue to sup- 
ply these Meters on the most favourable terms; and they 
also manufacture Wet Gas Meters, to which they apply 
their Patent Indices. 

BANKSIDE, LONDON. 








EDINBURGH. | | 
| DRY LIME AND OXIDE OF IRON PURIFIERS+ 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, | ire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the || 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of || 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, | 
Orders promptly executed. 











IMPROVED mi | 
SELF-LUBRICATING GAS VALVES, | 


Used in nearly one hundred gas works in Great Britain || 
and the Continent, and are esteemed for their || 
strength, superior workmanship, non- liability todamage, 
never sticking, oiling themselves, always working free || 
in tar, lime, or gas, never falling down, and their very || 
legible index of opening of valve—advantages only pose || 
sessed by these valves. | 
SELF-REGISTERING GAUGE COLUMN || 
To regulate the pressure in the Street Mains, showing | | 
at one glance the valve on the facing, area of the opening, | | 
size of pipe the gas passing will fill, and the pressure on | | 
the works and on the mains. This supersedes the 
necessity of the expense of a governor for small works, 
and should be placed on the by-pass, where agovernor | | 
is used in large works. If Is NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE FOR || 





| THE VALVE MAN TO PUT A TOWN IN DARKNESS WITH | 





THIS APPARATUS, and is a great ornament to the Valve- | 
room. j 
IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSER, 
Ensures perfect condensation with smallest weight of || 
iron, and standing on the smallest space, the whole of 
the parts being instantly accessible. They are in use 
in various Gas Works, small and large, and passing 
20,000 to 600,000 cubic feet per 24 hours. | 


Perfect simplicity of action and improved Sieves, which 
are strong and very lasting, and the wires, when worn 
out, may be replaced in an hour and a half by any handy 
man ina gas work. The undersigned have made them, | 
and have patterns for every size from 3 feet to 18 feet 
square, 

GASHOLDERS, SCRUBBERS, &c, 

CHARLES WALKER AND SONS, 

LITTLE SUTTON-STREET, LONDON, AND MIDLAND IRON 

Works, TIPTON, STAFFORDSHIRE, 

Applications for Prices, &c., to be addressed to their | 

London Office, as above. | 


annniesetnenscrenaesiantinst | 


PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 
Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. | | 

Manufactory (and houze), Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London, 1} 
Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters,and the Trade | 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now | | 
manufactured to any size, from inch bore and || 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, | , 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. | 
VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 3 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet, 
VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, | | 

(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. | 
VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER ATR-riGHT|) 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible || 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. | 


CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. | 


THOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 

SuHort Street, New Cur, BLackrriars, LONDON. 
The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 

Valves, from the smallest branch to the Laageet main 














pipe. 
The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 
found very eatisfactory :— 
“ The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 
Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846, 
“Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- 
sively for seven years past. 1t waz adopted to obviate 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer 
the purpose intended. A ’ 
of have recommended its use in several provincial 
towns with which I am professionally connected, and 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in 
any respect of orming satisfactorily all that is 
required of it.—I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 
oe 


Gappre Pearse. 
“ Messrs. Lambert and Son, Lam Na 
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TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 
JOHN VICKARY 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas 
Companies and Engiheers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a! 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite 
destroyed and entirely past repair. : j 
.J/ ¥. has introduced a coating or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Lnlet-pipe, &c., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not" 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the action of either water or gas; and preventing the possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the body of |; 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs. When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place 
abore rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair. Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which 
cannot happen in the above improvement. F | 
J. ¥. feels confident that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced | 
up to the present time. | 
The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate, 1} 
Station Meters, Governors, &c., made ou the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c, ( 
; 
| 














Meters sent at the lowest London prices. 
Carriage paid to any part of England. 


WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER. 





NEW HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 
EFRIES'S Gas Stoves, Rances, and | HARRIS AND PEARSON, | JAMES PINCHBECK, 
D ses, and | PROPRIETORS OF | GAS METER MANUFACTURER 
_ BATHS, in action for two years at the above | BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. | ‘ . _ | 
building. A great variety in stock upon the same waturacruREns OF | 26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-Row, | 


ISLINGTON, LONDON. | 

| Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 
| Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe-' 
| rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 

Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. | correctness, durability, and economy. 
| N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 


principle. Gas Baths from £7, by which a warm bath | 
may be obtained for 14d. Gas Cooking and Heating | PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
Stoves, from £1. Defries’s celebrated Dry Gas Meters AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK WorKS, 
—upwards of 60,000 in use, STOURBRIDGE 

Testimonials at the Office, 145, ReagNT-sTREET, or sy 
at the Manufactory, NEW-ROAD, St. Pancras, near 
Fitzroy-square. | Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 











: JOSEPH CLIFF. --».. ~ 
ae 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS, 
a } 


FIRE“CLAY RETORTS, OF ANY SIZE OR SHAPE, SUPPLIED ON SHORTEST NOTICE. 


These Retorts are used extensively in the Gas Works of Leeds, Hull, Liverpool, Bradford, Rochdale, and other towns, where the id i i 
those of Stourbridge, Neweastle, and other makes, and proved themselves a superior article. c Se ny Oe Beas eee Nee 
Eminent Gas Engineers bear testimony that they are the BEST FINISHED AND MOST CORRECT IN FORM of anyin the kingdom. Their surfaces are, by the peculiar | 
motes of Heels wanes * y smooth, close, and FREB FROM SURFACE CRACKS; thus,in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of carbon to | 
To meet the great increase in demand, extensive enlargement of premises and the fitting up of more perfect apparatus h be : i 

with confidence on their orders, toany extent, being promptly and satisfactorily executed. - ve been etieted ; and gae enginapes ung rely 


N.B.—FIRE BRICKS, TILES, AND OTHER FIRE GOODS, OF UNEQUALLED QUALITY. 








C AST-IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, BEYAN DONKIN and CO0.’s improved JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer 
with Syphons and all requisite Connections, Lamp GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous @ No. 44, OLDsSTREET, St. Luke’s Leadon, 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, | Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- | begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Com nies 
Bight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and | vantages and great security fully proved. Very large | yto his iatest improvements in the WET METER b 
| Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross | numbers are in use. Prices from 11s. to 4s. perinch | means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither 





























Bars. Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. diameter. can Gas b Patras / 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS Bryan Donktn and Co., out —— eee ss “ae 
erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every Engineers, near Grauge-road, BERMONDSEY. aime, I 
| description of goods in use by Gas Worke, in stock, on yj Whe tities shad MOSM PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY 
wholesale prices, at : 7 ae re No. 66, Snow-hill, London, -. 9 
Old Batge Pte lh ar Ree GAS MANUFACTURE. ILLIAM SMITH, by the 
; = ’ improvements he has made in the W 
LONDON. (GEORGE BOWER, Vulcan Foundry, | ana which he has secured by her Majesty's — 
St. Neot’s, Hunts, will be glad to prepare | Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren-| 
EXPLOSIONS Prevented by | [20% *prcificatiqns, and. Tenders, for the Hgiting of | dered certain by the introduction of. the adjusting 
Gs Y | Towns, Manovfictorics, and Private Houses with Gas, slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Level 
5 See ry . 4 ™ ’ e 
using pn Rng! EA Asya} eet by pamousete cau be given to both private and public | is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic’ precludes the | 
an te works. ibilit acti in | 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted. His Patent Combined Apparatus, which forms the ae yo sang a somsbaiag &e| 
The first manufacturers of Lapwelded Flues for Locos | Hydraulic Main, Condenser, Scrubber, and Purifier, in reat desideratum of the Wet Meter. Im his Posen 
Th sinet teal a tee Paris One t Exhibiti = vessel, is especially adapted for works up to 500 | Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com-| 
e reat Exhibition | lights. bined, ei | 
was awarded to them for Gas Tubes and Fittings, and His patent ridged, or rib-bottomed retort is applica- ep pt mee = ot tdehs pinto tae hosed { 
vo = wn pat crn nape San ble to —— of any angen? i. object of which is | or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the | 
ohn Russell an are the Original Manufacturers, | to carbonise more rapidly than the ordinary flat- i i i i i ‘ 
and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes, bottomed retort. _— J oe ay nang which will resist the action of any impurity | 
WARBHOUSES, Manufacturer of Gasholders, Gas Meters, Gas Cooking Old M t i justi i 
09, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. and Heating Stoves, and all Apparatus connected with ngdueniic toptede tonecly keving etvereat ete | 
A ° as-Lighting. ~ ment assured. } 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS. CHURCH HILL, N.B.—The Combined Apparatus and Retorts will be Station Meters, Governors, &¢.,made on th 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. sold separately, if required. 4 . » &e., e on the shortest | 





HULETT AND CO,, 55 anv 56, HIGH HOLBORN, 
| 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 

Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas Meter | 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to | 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ‘ALBERT, 
AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &e.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 4 
COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. , 


D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price,60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed and enclosing two postage stamps. 























London: Printed hy Taowas Garaves Bariow, of 3, Parliament Street, in the parish of St. Margaret, Westminster (at the ofice of Joseph Clayton, 10, Crane 
Fleet Street); and published by him at 88, Cheapside, in the parish of St. Mary Cole, in the City of London.—Monday, December 10, 1855, 
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